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Graduates,

Commencement is my favorite day of the year, and I enjoy celebrating your achievements with your family, friends, and the 
Maverick community. It is truly amazing to see so many students graduating from the University of Nebraska at Omaha today. 
Congratulations and thank you for allowing UNO to be a part of your journey.

Today marks a culmination of your dedication, perseverance, and hard work. The path that has brought you here has been 
one of growth, learning, and personal development. As you stand at the threshold of this exciting new chapter, equipped with 
knowledge, skills, and experiences, I have no doubt that you are prepared to make a meaningful impact on the world. 

When you cross the stage today, you will enter an exciting new phase as members of the UNO alumni community. You are 
joining a distinguished network of professionals – including community leaders, athletes, inventors, and many others. As you 
step into this next chapter, remember that you will always be a part of UNO’s story and the Maverick family. 

In this fast-evolving world, it is important to remember that the learning doesn’t stop here. Whether it is through advanced 
degrees, microcredentials, or opportunities for reskilling and upskilling, you have the tools to continue to grow and adapt to 
new challenges. While you explore new opportunities, I encourage you to embrace the power of being a lifelong learner.

Embrace every opportunity that comes your way, and always look ahead to the next horizon. This day celebrates not only your 
academic accomplishments, but also the connections formed, challenges overcome, and lessons learned beyond the classroom. 
Your journey does not end here, it transforms into a new phase filled with endless opportunities waiting to be explored.

Wherever your next adventure takes you, remember that UNO will always be part of you because once you are a Maverick, 
you are always a Maverick.

Get out there and change the world! 
Best wishes,

J O A N N E  L I ,  P h . D . ,  C F A
Chancellor

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 4 from chancellor li
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ADMINISTRATION
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Ni (Phil) He, Ph.D., Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Adrian Dowell, MBA, MSSM, Vice Chancellor of Athletics

Carol Kirchner, MBA, CPA, Vice Chancellor of Business and Finance

Rich Klein, Ph.D., Vice Chancellor of Institutional Effectiveness and Student Success

Jaci Lindburg, Ph.D., Associate Vice Chancellor for Innovative and Learning-Centric Initiatives

Sara Myers, Ph.D. Associate Vice Chancellor for Research and Creative Activity

Cathy Pettid, M.S., LMHP, Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Life and Wellbeing,  
Dean of Students

Bret Blackman, Chief Information Officer

Julie Dierberger, Ph.D., Chief Engagement Officer

Keristiena Dodge, MSc, Chief of Staff

Victoria Kohout, Chief of External Affairs

A.T. Miller, Ph.D., Chief Diversity Officer

Drew Nielsen, Chief Compliance Officer

Lauren Miltenberger, Vice President for UNO Advancement

Anthony Flott, M.A., Executive Director, Alumni Engagement

THE COLLEGES
Juan Casas, Ph.D., Dean of Graduate Studies

Melanie Bloom, Ph.D., Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Neal Grandgenett, Ph.D., Dean, College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences

Michelle Trawick, Ph.D., Dean, College of Business Administration

Gaylene Armstrong, Ph.D., Dean, College of Public Affairs and Community Service

Martha Garcia-Murillo, Ph.D., Dean, College of Information Science & Technology

Michael Hilt, Ph.D., Dean, College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media

David Richards, M.A., MLIS, Dean, Library Services

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Academic Programs: 
Lance C. Pérez, Ph.D., Dean, College of Engineering 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA
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BOARD OF REGENTS
Timothy Clare, J.D.

Jack Stark, Ph.D.

Jim Scheer

Elizabeth O’Connor, J.D.

Robert Schafer, J.D.

Paul Kenney

Kathy Wilmot

Barbara Weitz, MPA, MSW

ADMINISTRATION
Jeffery P. Gold, M.D., President 

David Jackson, Interim Executive Vice President and Provost 

Anne Barnes, Interim Vice President and Chief Financial Officer

Stacia Palser, J.D., Vice President and General Counsel 

Mike Boehm, Ph. D., Vice President and Vice Chancellor of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 

Bret Blackman, Vice President for Information Technology  
and Chief Information Officer 

Chris Kratochvil, M.D., Interim Vice President  
for External Relations 

STUDENT REGENTS
University of Nebraska at Omaha, Ishani Adidam

University of Nebraska at Kearney, Sam Schroeder

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Elizabeth Herbin

University of Nebraska Medical Center, Pranita Devaraju

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA SYSTEM
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GRADUATE COLLEGE

	 Doctoral Programs

	 Educational Specialist

 �	� Executive Master of Science  
in Information Technology

	 Master of Accounting

	 Master of Architectural Engineering

	 Master of Arts

	 Master of Arts for Teachers of Mathematics

	 Master of Business Administration

	� Master of Business Administration  
—Executive MBA

	 Master of Fine Arts

	 Master of Music

	 Master of Public Administration

	 Master of Public Health

	 Master of Science

	 Master of Social Work

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

	 Bachelor of Arts

	 Bachelor of Science 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, HEALTH,  
AND HUMAN SCIENCES

	 Bachelor of Science in Education

	 Bachelor of Science in Biomechanics 

	 Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology

	 Bachelor of Science in Public Health 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

	 Bachelor of Science in Business Administration

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE

	� Bachelor of Science in Criminology  
and Criminal Justice 

	 Bachelor of Multidisciplinary Studies 

	 Bachelor of Science in Social Work 

	 Bachelor of Science in Aviation

	 Bachelor of Science in Emergency Management

	 Bachelor of Science in Gerontology

COLLEGE OF  
INFORMATION SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

	 Bachelor of Science in Computer Science 

	� Bachelor of Science  
in Management Information Systems

	 Bachelor of Science in Bioinformatics 

	 Bachelor of Science in Cybersecurity

	 Bachelor of Science in IT Innovation 

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION,  
FINE ARTS AND MEDIA

	 Bachelor of Arts in Art History 

	 Bachelor of Arts in Communication

	 Bachelor of Arts in Music 

	 Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art 

	 Bachelor of Arts in Theatre

	 Bachelor of Fine Arts

	 Bachelor of Music

	 Bachelor of Science in Communication

UNL COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

	 Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering

	 Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering

	 Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering

	 Bachelor of Science in Construction Engineering

	 Bachelor of Science in Construction Management

	 Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering

	 Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering

CORD COLORS

TASSEL COLORS

HONOR SOCIETIES

	 UNO Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa  
	 National Leadership Honor Society

	 	 Phi Kappa Phi (and/or with navy/gold stoles) 
		  The nation’s most selective all-discipline academic honor organization

	 �	 Pi Gamma Mu (with blue tassels) 
	 International Honor Society in Social Science

UNITED STATES MILITARY

	 U.S. Military Service Members and Veterans

	 	 U.S. Military Spouses and Dependents
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HISTORY OF THE HOOD AND ROBE

Identification of the hood and robe as academic apparel is believed to have originated 
at the English universities of Oxford and Cambridge during the 12th and 13th 
centuries. The hoods are a carry-over from a time when monks, who operated these 
universities, wore them to protect their shaved heads in winter. The robes are an 
adaptation of the shoulder capes also worn by the monks while collecting alms.

Use of the academic robe came to the United States in 1754, with the founding of 
what is now Columbia University. In 1895, a commission of university officials adopted 
a universal code of design and color for the academic garb. The code has undergone 
several revisions over the years.

Styling of the robes varies for the bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees, with the 
width of sleeve borders and length of the hood increasing with each advanced degree. 
Hoods are not normally used for bachelor’s degrees today. Instead, tassel colors are 
used to indicate the degree program. All doctoral degree recipients are indicated by a 
gold tassel.

HISTORY OF THE MACE

University maces symbolize the authority and independence of a chartered university 
and the authority vested in the chancellor. They are typically carried in at the beginning 
of a convocation ceremony or commencement.

HISTORIES

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES WITH HONORS

Grades awarded in all courses taken at all colleges and universities attended are 
included in computing the Grade Point Average (GPA) for determining eligibility for 
honors. It should be noted that the GPA included in the student grade reports issued by 
the Office of the University Registrar reflects only courses taken at UNO, UNL, UNMC, 
and UNK.

•	 To all graduates whose scholastic average for their entire university career and at 
UNO is 3.87 or above, the degree is conferred summa cum laude.

•	 To all graduates whose scholastic average for their entire university career and at 
UNO is 3.63 or above, but below 3.87,  
the degree is conferred magna cum laude.

•	 To all graduates whose scholastic average for their entire university career and at 
UNO is 3.51 or above, but below 3.63,  
the degree is conferred cum laude.

•	 To qualify for honors, a student must have earned at least 60 semester hours 
within the University of Nebraska system, 30 hours of which must be completed at 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha and in which letter grades of “A,” “B,” “C,” 
or “D” are received.

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES  
WITH HONORS EXTRA MUROS

These degrees are awarded to transfer students who have not completed the required 
60 semester hours of credit within the University of Nebraska system required for cum 
laude, magna cum laude, or summa cum laude honors.

UNIVERSITY HONORS PROGRAM

The University Honors Program is a Universitywide program providing maximum 
educational opportunities for students of high ability through specially designed 
multidisciplinary seminars and participation in an academic level not generally possible 
in usual curricular offerings.

Honors at UNO began in the College of Arts and Sciences and became Universitywide 
in 1978. It is governed through the office of the Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic 
Affairs and administered through the Honors Director. All UNO colleges implement the 
University Honors Program curriculum.

As part of their Honors Program requirements, students undertake a project that 
results in a Senior Honors Thesis or Capstone or Practicum. Students who have been 
designated in this booklet as Honors Program students have fulfilled the academic 

requirements of this program. Honors Program graduates wear red stoles.

DEGREES WITH DISTINCTION

In recognition of outstanding academic excellence, the UNL College of  
Engineering recommends bachelor’s degrees with Distinction, High Distinction,  
and Highest Distinction.

•	 Candidates for the bachelor’s degree who have successfully completed the 
program to which they were admitted and achieved a 3.97 cumulative GPA and 
above and a recommendation from the department will receive a degree with 
Highest Distinction.

•	 Candidates for the bachelor’s degree who have successfully completed the 
program to which they were admitted and achieved a 3.97 cumulative GPA and 
above will receive a degree with High Distinction.

•	 Candidates for the bachelor’s degree who have successfully completed the 
program to which they were admitted and achieved a 3.89 cumulative GPA and 
above will receive a degree with Distinction.

HONORS LEGEND

Students graduating with honors are distinguished with the following abbreviations 
listed after their names.

scl	 Summa Cum Laude

mcl	 Magna Cum Laude

cl	 Cum Laude

*	 4.0 grade point average

HD	 Highest Distinction

hd	 High Distinction

d	 Distinction

em	 Extra Muros

MEDALLION COLORS

Students receiving their bachelor’s degree with honors will be presented medallions in 
the colors indicated below.

Summa Cum Laude Magna Cum Laude Cum Laude

UNL College of Engineering students receiving their bachelor’s degrees with honors will 
be presented medallions in the colors indicated below.

Highest Distinction High Distinction Distinction
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9 A.M. GRADUATION CEREMONY
ORDER OF PROGRAM

Processional

Presentation of the Colors
Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, Detachment 470

National Anthem 

Master of Ceremonies and Welcome Remarks 
Ni (Phil) He, Ph.D., Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Board of Regents Remarks
Regent Barbara Weitz, MPA, MSW

Chancellor’s Welcome
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Order of the Tower Award
Presented to John K. Wilson 

Alumni Congratulations
Anthony Flott, M.A., Executive Director, UNO Alumni Engagement

Alumni Achievement Award
Presented to Jennifer Hamann

Student Speaker
Ian Allen, College of Arts and Sciences

Keynote Speaker
Zach Miller

Conferral of Degrees 
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Closing Remarks 
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Recessional
Graduates and families will reunite outside of the arena.

Doctoral, Educational Specialist,  
and Master’s Degrees 
Juan Casas, Ph.D., 
Dean for Graduate Studies 

Bachelor’s Degrees
Melanie Bloom, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

Lance C. Pérez, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Engineering (UNL)

Neal Grandgenett, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences

YOUR BIG MOMENT
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S TUDENT MARSHAL

Sharmila Seyyid
Graduate College

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Kyra Petrik
College of Education, Health,  
and Human Sciences

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Natalie Holding
College of Arts and Sciences

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Ricardo Sidon Jr.
College of Engineering (UNL)
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Jennifer Hamann
Union Pacific

Jennifer Hamann is an executive vice president 
and chief financial officer for Union Pacific Corp. 
She is responsible for managing all facets of 
Union Pacific’s financial activities, controls, and 
policies including accounting, tax, real estate, 
investor relations, treasury, audit, and capital 
planning. She further assumed responsibilities 
for strategic sourcing, inventory management, 
warehousing, and logistics. As CFO, Hamann 
also serves on the Grupo Ferroviario Mexicano 
and TTX Company boards of directors. She 
began her Union Pacific career in 1992 as a 
member of the corporation’s audit staff. In 1998, 
she moved to the railroad’s Human Resources 
Department, holding various management 
positions. Hamann joined the Corporate Treasury 
group in 2002, when she was named assistant 
vice president-Investor Relations. In 2011, she 
was named general auditor of the Corporate 

Audit staff. Hamann moved to Marketing and 
Sales as vice president and general manager-
Automotive in 2016, a position she maintained 
until returning to Finance as vice president-
Planning and Analysis in 2017. She was named 
senior vice president-Finance in 2019. Hamann 
received an MBA from UNO and also has 
fulfilled the requirements and examinations 
necessary to receive a Certified Public 
Accountant certificate. Hamann serves as the 
executive sponsor of Union Pacific’s LEAD (Lead, 
Educate, Achieve, Develop) women’s initiative 
and is a member of its executive advisory 
council. She is a member of Steel Dynamic’s 
Board of Directors and Audit committee. She 
is on the Board of Directors for the Omaha 
Performing Arts Society Foundation Board and 
The College World Series of Omaha, Inc.

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

ORDER OF THE TOWER AWARD

John K. Wilson
Robert B Daugherty Foundation

“UNO provided an opportunity to get 
on the field and in the game.”

John K. Wilson joined the Robert B Daugherty 
Foundation in 2010 and has served as the 
Executive Director since 2013. The Foundation, 
headquartered in Omaha, NE, is a private 
foundation established to provide charitable 
grants to worthy tax-exempt organizations 
which will use and apply substantially all the 
charitable grants in the State of Nebraska, 
particularly in the greater Omaha area. Since 
2010 the Foundation has made over $600mm of 
charitable grants. Prior to joining the Foundation, 
John served in various leadership roles within 
Durham Resources, LLC or an affiliated company 
thereof for 25 years (1983 - 2008). Starting 
as Controller of Great Plains Natural Gas Co. 
(publicly traded) which was acquired by Durham 
Resources in 1983, beginning a steady stream 
of acquisitions and ultimate dispositions of 
companies engaged in community banking, real 
estate development, commercial and multi-
family property, investment banking, natural gas 
exploration, as well as publicly traded securities. 
Throughout those years John served in various 
leadership roles such as Chief Financial Officer, 

Treasurer, Vice President, President, and Board 
member, at numerous entities. In the later years 
of this career phase, John was exposed to working 
with the Durham Resources principals on several 
significant philanthropic community investments 
throughout metro-Omaha. In addition to being 
engaged in the businesses affiliated with Durham 
Resources, John has served on numerous Boards 
of Directors: Bridges Investment Fund (mutual 
fund); Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce; 
Duncan Aviation (advisory board); US Bank 
(community advisory board); MDU Resources, 
Inc (publicly traded, 2003-2018); The Durham 
Museum; Joslyn Art Museum; UNO Alumni Assn; 
HDR, Inc. (employee owned, currently serving); 
and Tetrad Corp. (privately held investment 
firm, currently serving). From 1978 to 1983 
during his time as a Certified Public Accountant 
(now inactive) and Audit Manager with Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell (now known as KPMG) John 
served a client base primarily consisting of 
privately held companies and public hospitals. 
He received a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Nebraska 
– Omaha in 1978. John also enlisted and served 
in the United States Air Force (1972-1976).
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S TUDENT SPE AKER

Ian Allen
College of Arts and Sciences

Ian Allen was born in Germany and the military 
brought his family to the United States where he 
lived in Spokane, Washington, and San Antonio, 
Texas before moving to Nebraska where he calls 
home. Of all the places he has lived throughout 
the metro, state, and world, he found community 
here in Omaha. He chose to go to this university 
because of its commitment to fostering a 
love of learning in its students, as though the 
individual was the sole focus of the institution. 
This investment in its students inspired Allen to 
pursue a degree in biology. He hopes to attend 
medical school and invest back into the same 
community that brought him in as a military 
child, to serve the people who supported him 
and allowed him to put down roots. He has seen 
sleeping in a snow covered car in the winter 
during his childhood to graduating 16 years later 

in the winter and that desire to uplift others has 
guided him to pursue this path. To him, UNO 
represents the Midwest spirit of collaboration 
and congeniality, he says that his graduation 
would not have been possible without others 
believing in and taking a chance on him. The 
education he received at UNO allowed him to 
dream of something bigger than himself when 
he grows up, he wants to be a physician. In his 
eyes, UNO provided him not only the education 
that prepared him for such an endeavor, but the 
faces of those who believed in him everywhere 
he looked. His first day of class was a blink of 
an eye away from where he stands now, and 
the education he received, he says, allowed 
him to work toward a future where others like 
him find belonging in an unfamiliar place.

KEYNOTE SPE AKER

Zach Miller
UNO Class of 2008

Zach Miller, a 2024 inductee into the UNO 
Athletics Hall of Fame, cemented his legacy this 
year as one of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha’s all-time greats. A Weston, Nebraska, 
native, Miller was a standout multi-sport athlete 
at Bishop Neumann High School, earning 
all-state honors in basketball and leading the 
football team to a Class C-1 state championship 
in 2002. He joined UNO in 2004, where he 
began an unforgettable four-year career as 
the Mavericks’ quarterback. Miller rewrote the 
record books, becoming UNO’s all-time leader in 
points (306) and touchdowns (51), while ranking 
second in career total offense (7,218 yards) 
and rushing yards (3,122). He set single-season 
records for touchdowns (19) and points (114) 
and posted the program’s fourth-best season 
for total offense (2,569 yards). Known for his 
dynamic playmaking, Miller also set a completion 
percentage record (.895) and had one of the 

top rushing performances in a single game 
with 239 yards. During his Maverick career, 
the team achieved a 33-11 record, won three 
NCC championships, and made four NCAA 
playoff appearances. His efforts earned him 
recognition as the NCC Offensive MVP and a 
regional finalist for the Harlon Hill Trophy in 
2006, as well as two Brad Beckman Awards for 
offensive excellence. After college, Miller was 
drafted by the Jacksonville Jaguars in the 2009 
NFL Draft and later played for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and Chicago Bears. As a Bear, he 
shined as a tight end, logging 146 receptions for 
1,631 yards and 15 touchdowns before retiring 
due to injury in 2017. Now a touring country 
musician, Miller brings the same Maverick grit 
to his music career, captivating audiences with 
heartfelt storytelling and authenticity. From 
breaking records to inspiring fans, Zach Miller 
exemplifies resilience, excellence, and reinvention.



2 P.M. GRADUATION CEREMONY
ORDER OF PROGRAM

Processional

Presentation of the Colors
Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps, Detachment 470

National Anthem 

Master of Ceremonies and Welcome Remarks 
Ni (Phil) He, Ph.D., Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 

Board of Regents Remarks
Regent Barbara Weitz, MPA, MSW

Chancellor’s Welcome
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Chancellor’s Medal Award
Presented to Gina Ligon, Ph.D.

Honorary Degree
Presented to Joan Squires

Alumni Congratulations
Anthony Flott, M.A., Executive Director, UNO Alumni Engagement

Alumni Achievement Award
Presented to Reg Chapman

Student Speaker
Taranum Bano, College of Information Science & Technology

Keynote Speaker
Zach Miller

Conferral of Degrees 
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Closing Remarks 
Joanne Li, Ph.D., CFA, Chancellor

Recessional
Graduates and families will reunite outside of the arena.

Doctoral and Master’s Degrees 
Juan Casas, Ph.D., 
Dean for Graduate Studies

Bachelor’s Degrees
Michelle Trawick, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Business Administration

Gaylene Armstrong, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Public Affairs and Community Service

Martha Garcia-Murillo, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Information Science & Technology

Michael Hilt, Ph.D.,  
Dean, College of Communication, Fine Arts and Media

the main event
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S TUDENT MARSHAL

Reyna Reyes Nunez
Graduate College

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Logan Mears
College of Information Science  
& Technology

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Jenna Janssen
College of Communication,  
Fine Arts and Media

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Camryn Ray
College of Business Administration

S TUDENT MARSHAL

Tristin Weston
College of Public Affairs  
and Community Service
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CHANCELLOR’S MEDAL AWARD

Gina Ligon
National Counterterrorism Innovation, 
Technology, and Education (NCITE) 
Center of Excellence

Gina Ligon, Ph.D. is the founder and director 
of the National Counterterrorism Innovation, 
Technology, and Education Center (NCITE). She 
started the organization in 2020 after winning 
what had been the largest federal grant awarded 
to the University of Nebraska system — a 10-year 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security grant 
to build the United States’ Center of Excellence 
for Terrorism Prevention and Counterterrorism 
Research. NCITE leads an academic consortium 
of counterterrorism researchers in the United 
States and Europe, with over 60 Ph.D.-level 
researchers and 450 students at NCITE’s 
consortium member institutions including the 
University of Maine, Rice University, Harvard 
College, Kennesaw State University, University 
of Alabama, Stanford University, and University 
of St. Andrews in Scotland. At UNO, NCITE has 
funded 72 students for graduate assistantships in 
criminology and criminal justice, political science, 
industrial and organizational psychology, business 
administration, and cyber security. In 2024 alone, 
NCITE events reached over 2,900 government 
professionals, industry partners, and academics 
around the world. In an effort to increase 
UNO’s global reach, Ligon recently launched an 
international consortium called the International 
Academic Partnerships for Science and Security 
(IAPSS), where 13 participating academic centers 
collaborate on global counterterrorism research 
challenges. IAPSS is committed to amplifying the 

research of collaborative international teams 
focused on student training and workforce 
development in order to support the next 
generation of counterterrorism researchers. 
Ligon serves on the advisory board of the 
South Dakota Center for Secure Printing and 
Anti-Counterfeiting Technology, the U.K.-based 
Lancaster University’s Centre for Research and 
Evidence on Security Threats (CREST), and the 
new National Institute of Justice’s Center of 
Excellence at the Center for Naval Analyses. She 
is actively involved with the NU System’s National 
Strategic Research Institute (NSRI), which supports 
the U.S. Department of Defense. In 2019, Ligon 
was inducted into the Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University Distinguished Alumni Hall of 
Fame. As a trained industrial and organizational 
psychologist with a Ph.D. from the University 
of Oklahoma, she has authored over 80 peer-
reviewed publications, one of which was selected 
for the 2008 Best Paper Award in The Leadership 
Quarterly Journal. Ligon holds the Jack and 
Stephanie Koraleski Chair for Collaboration 
Science at UNO, has won the research award 
for the UNO College of Business Administration 
three times, the Outstanding Research and 
Creativity Award for UNO, and the teaching 
award for the UNO Honors College. In 2017, 
Ligon was named an Omaha Change Maker by 
the Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce. 

Reg Chapman
WCCO-TV Minneapolis

Reg Chapman currently works at WCCO-TV 
Minneapolis. Previously, he worked for WNBC-TV 
in New York City where he covered an array of 
stories including the Coney Island, N.Y., plane 
crash and 50 shots fired at motorist Sean Bel 
by New York Police. Chapman was a crime beat 
reporter at KSTP-TV in Minneapolis and also 
reported at WPXI-TV in Pittsburgh, Pa., where 
he covered the crash of Flight 93 on Sept. 1, 
2001. Before that, he was a reporter/anchor for 

WHIO-TV in Dayton, Ohio, WOWT-TV in Omaha, 
Neb., and KTIV-TV in Sioux City, lowa. A Gulf War 
veteran, Chapman graduated from UNO where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science in broadcast 
journalism. He has received the Edward R. 
Murrow Award for Investigative Reporting, 
several Associated Press awards, honors from 
the Society of Professional Journalists, and the 
YMCA honored him as a Black Achiever.

ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
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HONOR ARY DEGREE

Joan Squires
Omaha Performing Arts

Joan Squires is president of Omaha Performing 
Arts (O-pa). She started the organization over 
20 years ago, and now O-pa is the largest 
arts organization in Nebraska, overseeing 
the Orpheum Theater, Holland Performing 
Arts Center, Steelhouse Omaha, and the 
Tenaska Center for Arts Engagement (opening 
early 2026). O-pa presents a wide variety of 
performances including touring Broadway, 
dance, jazz, popular music, family, world music, 
and more. O-pa also provides education and 
community engagement activities locally 
and across the state. With a demonstrated 
commitment to inclusion, diversity, equity, and 
accessibility, O-pa reaches over 550,000 each 
year with an annual economic impact of $61M.
Squires is a voting member for Broadway’s 
Tony Awards and is an ex-officio member of 
the Broadway League Executive Committee 
and Board of Governors and co-chairs the 
Jimmy Awards Advisory Committee. She is 
past president of the Performing Arts Centers 

Consortium and is active in numerous national 
professional organizations. In 2024, she was 
inducted into the Omaha Business Hall of Fame. 
She is a recipient of the Governor’s Arts Award, 
was named to the Ak-Sar-Ben Court of Honor 
for her leadership role in the arts, and was 
named one of Musical America’s 30 “Movers 
and Shapers.” She was honored with the Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in Presenter 
Management from the Broadway League, 
was recognized as “Midlander of the Year” 
by the Omaha World-Herald and was named 
the “Woman of Distinction” by the Midlands 
Business Journal. She serves as a trustee for 
Lebanon Valley College and the Greater Omaha 
Chamber and is a past director of Nebraska 
Cures. A native of Pennsylvania, Squires holds 
master’s degrees in both music and business 
administration from the University of Michigan 
and a bachelor’s degree in music education 
from Lebanon Valley College, PA. She and her 
husband Dan Hamann reside in Omaha.

S TUDENT SPE AKER

Taranum Bano
College of Information Science  
& Technology

Taranum Bano hails from Roorkee, a small 
town near Delhi, the vibrant capital of India. 
A dedicated and ambitious student, Bano will 
be earning a master’s degree in management 
information systems (MIS). Her journey at 
UNO has been marked by both academic rigor 
and personal growth, making it an incredibly 
rewarding experience. One of the things she 
cherishes most about UNO is its perfect balance 
of challenges and opportunities. The university 
fosters a dynamic learning environment where 
students are encouraged to explore cutting-
edge technologies and push the boundaries of 
innovation. Additionally, Bano, as a mom of two 
young kids, deeply appreciates UNO’s flexibility in 
scheduling, which has allowed her to pursue her 
studies with a focus on both academic excellence 
and personal well-being. What stands out most 
to her, however, is UNO’s genuine inclusivity and 
celebration of diversity. The university provides 

a welcoming atmosphere where students from 
all walks of life feel valued and empowered. The 
transition from being a stay-at-home mom to a 
full-time student has been remarkably smooth 
for her. She has found the professors at UNO 
to be incredibly passionate about teaching and 
invested in each student’s learning trajectory, 
offering guidance and mentorship every step 
of the way. After earning her degree, Bano 
plans to continue her education at UNO by 
pursuing a Ph.D. in computing and information 
sciences. With a strong interest in exploring 
the frontiers of technology, she aspires to make 
meaningful contributions to the field, particularly 
in leveraging artificial intelligence to solve 
real-world problems. Bano is grateful for the 
transformative experience at UNO and looks 
forward to the next chapter of her academic 
journey, armed with the knowledge, skills, and 
values nurtured during her time in UNO.



KEYNOTE SPE AKER

Zach Miller
UNO Class of 2008

Zach Miller, a 2024 inductee into the UNO 
Athletics Hall of Fame, cemented his legacy this 
year as one of the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha’s all-time greats. A Weston, Nebraska, 
native, Miller was a standout multi-sport athlete 
at Bishop Neumann High School, earning 
all-state honors in basketball and leading the 
football team to a Class C-1 state championship 
in 2002. He joined UNO in 2004, where he 
began an unforgettable four-year career as 
the Mavericks’ quarterback. Miller rewrote the 
record books, becoming UNO’s all-time leader in 
points (306) and touchdowns (51), while ranking 
second in career total offense (7,218 yards) 
and rushing yards (3,122). He set single-season 
records for touchdowns (19) and points (114) 
and posted the program’s fourth-best season 
for total offense (2,569 yards). Known for his 
dynamic playmaking, Miller also set a completion 
percentage record (.895) and had one of the 

top rushing performances in a single game 
with 239 yards. During his Maverick career, 
the team achieved a 33-11 record, won three 
NCC championships, and made four NCAA 
playoff appearances. His efforts earned him 
recognition as the NCC Offensive MVP and a 
regional finalist for the Harlon Hill Trophy in 
2006, as well as two Brad Beckman Awards for 
offensive excellence. After college, Miller was 
drafted by the Jacksonville Jaguars in the 2009 
NFL Draft and later played for the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers and Chicago Bears. As a Bear, he 
shined as a tight end, logging 146 receptions for 
1,631 yards and 15 touchdowns before retiring 
due to injury in 2017. Now a touring country 
musician, Miller brings the same Maverick grit 
to his music career, captivating audiences with 
heartfelt storytelling and authenticity. From 
breaking records to inspiring fans, Zach Miller 
exemplifies resilience, excellence, and reinvention.
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DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Clara Lynn Braun
BS, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 2017; MA, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha, 2019; Criminology and Criminal 
Justice, “The Cumulative Strain Paradigm: Exploring the Nexus 
of Terrorism and Violence Through a Criminological Lens”
Advised by: Gina Ligon, Ph.D.

Priyanka Chaudhary
Bachelor of Pharmacy, Amity University, Uttar Pradesh, 2017; 
Master of Public Health, University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, 2020; Biomechanics and Kinesiology, “Pre-Pregnancy 
and Physical Activity: A Comprehensive Multi-Dimensional 
Study on Nebraska Women’s Health and Behavior”
Advised by: Danae Dinkel, Ph.D.

Dilanga Lakshitha Bandara  
Abeyrathna Galapita Mudiyanselage
BS, University of Peradeniya, 2014; MS, University of Nebraska at 
Omaha, 2018; Computing & Information Science, “Label Efficient 
Learning for Multi-Label Classification With Self-Supervision”
Advised by: Mahadevan Subramaniam, Ph.D.

Seoeun Jung
Bachelor of Public Administration and Bachelor of Economics, 
Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, 2014; MA, Yonsei University, 
2017; Master of Public Service and Administration, Texas A&M 
University, 2019; Public Administration, “Representation for Whom, 
How, and Why?: Gender Equity-Focused U.S. Nonprofit Advocacy 
Organizations’ Representation of Constituencies via Social Media”
Advised by: Angela Eikenberry, Ph.D.

Yeonkyung Kim
BA, Ewha Womans University, 2013; Bachelor of Public 
Administration, Ewha Womans University, 2013; MA, Ewha 
Womans University, 2016; Public Administration, “Promotive or 
Inhibitive? Examining the Impact of Government’s Communication 
Channels on Citizen’s Use of Digital Government Service”
Advised by: Jooho Lee, Ph.D.

Saiteja Malisetty
Bachelor of Technology, Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University 
Hyderabad, 2015; MS, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 2017; 
Computing & Information Science, “Advanced Educational 
Assessment Using Network Models: A Multi-Setting Study”
Advised by: Hesham Ali, Ph.D.

Emily Ann Steffensen
BS, Rockhurst University, 2016; MS, Baylor College of 
Medicine, 2018; Biomechanics and Kinesiology, “The Effect 
of Handrail Support During Treadmill Walking on Gait 
Dynamics and Intralimb Coordination in Stroke Survivors”
Advised by: Brian Knarr, Ph.D.

Rama Krishna Thelagathoti
Bachelor of Technology, Sri Venkateswara University, 2003; 
Master of Technology, Indian Institute of Technology Madras, 
2006; Computing & Information Science, “Advanced Data-
Driven Methods for the Analysis of Large-Scale Human 
Mobility Data in Biomedical Health Informatics”
Advised by: Hesham Ali, Ph.D.

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST
Bryce Crandall
BA, San Diego State University, 2008; MA, Creighton 
University, 2014; MS, Creighton University, 2018; 
Educational Administration and Supervision
Advised by: Tami Williams, Ed.D.

MASTER OF ARTS
Md Showkot Ali
History 

Richard William Baus
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Natalie Paige Cotton
Criminology and Criminal Justice, “Hiring Policies and Procedures 
of a Sample of Law Enforcement Agencies in the United States”
Advised by: Sadaf Hashimi, Ph.D.

Angela Nicole Ecabert
History 

Oluchi Angela Ekwenye
History 

Justine Renee Fiscus
Psychology, “Parenthood as a Superpower for Supervisors: 
How Parenting Impacts a Leader’s Behavior”
Advised by: Ze Zhu, Ph.D.

James Gregory Howard
History and Government 

Averie Elizabeth Linnell
Psychology, “Assessing Malevolent Creativity in the Workplace”
Advised by: Roni Reiter-Palmon, Ph.D.

Bailey DeAnne Lytle
Psychology, “Recovering From Full-Time Work Through Meaningful 
Side Hustles: An Examination of Side Hustle Characteristics, 
Recovery Experiences, and Supportive Leadership”
Advised by: Yimin He, Ph.D.

Kristin Paige McGongial
Psychology, “Comparing Maternal Mind-Mindedness in Mothers of 
Typically Developing Children and Mothers of Children With Autism”
Advised by: Brigette Ryalls, Ph.D.

Bobbie McWilliams-Leesley
History 

Jessica Lynn Rehtus
Psychology, “Adolescent Ecological Systems: The Moderating Effect 
of Guardian Support and Living Configuration on the Relationships 
Between Peer Victimization and Internalizing Behaviors”
Advised by: Brigette Ryalls, Ph.D.

Jason Rose
English, “On the Complexities of Putting 
One Foot in Front of the Other”
Advised by: John Price, Ph.D.

Sean Stern Summerfelt
History 

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Nicole Marie Addante
Speech/Language Pathology 

Abdulrahman Abdullah Alruways
Data Science 

Shahid Abdul Jaleel Attar
Data Science 

McKenna Ann Becker
Elementary Education 

Gregory Allen Boyd III
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

John Joseph Brennan
Biology, “Bison and Cattle Herbivory on Milkweed: The Role of 
Herbivore Demographics and Milkweed Species Grazing Avoidance”
Advised by: Timothy Dickson, Ph.D.

Madison Alexandra Brown
Counseling 

Courtney Burson
Biology, “The Impact of Fire on Bees of a Restored Tallgrass Prairie”
Advised by: Thomas Bragg, Ph.D.

Kristin Gale Burt
Educational Leadership 

Gabriela Calderon
Elementary Education 

Teigan Lesl DeLong
Elementary Education 

Emily Ann Erlbacher
Secondary Education 

Melanie Essink
Secondary Education 

Nicholas Scott Finn
Geography 

Manny Alexander Garcia
Political Science 

Sarah L. Gentes
Counseling 

Dakota Kaleokalani Girdley
Speech/Language Pathology 

Brynn Maggy Hamer
Elementary Education 

Benjamin David Haussmann
Biology, “Thermal Sensitivity of Metabolic Rates Across 
Ontogeny in a Widespread Lizard Species”
Advised by: Travis Robbins, Ph.D.

John Paul Thomas Hertzel
Elementary Education 

Ashley Rose Hogendorn
Elementary Education 

Paige Nicole Holbrook
Special Education 

Marley Marie Hook
Speech/Language Pathology 

Charmaine Pamintuan Horn
Literacy 

Dominique Helen Hyler
Special Education 

Maria Eleni Kalaitzi Manifrenti
Biomechanics, “Incorporating Human Movement 
Variability in Bimanual Multifrequency Coordination”
Advised by: Aaron Likens, Ph.D.

Naveenkumar Kantem
Data Science 

Abigail Marie Karloff
Secondary Education 

John Kieran
Cybersecurity 

Rachel Kathryn Kneifl
Counseling 

Brady Wheeler Krakau
Counseling 

Angela Lynn Leach
Elementary Education 

Erika Lewis
Political Science 

Elizabeth Leslie Lopez
Educational Leadership 

AUGUST 2024 GRADUATE DEGREES
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Emily Jo Lorenzen
Elementary Education 

Samantha Elizabeth McGargill
Speech/Language Pathology 

Mengting McKee
Data Science 

Michael John McVay
Political Science 

April Alexia Mull
Elementary Education 

Megan Elizabeth Murnan
Speech/Language Pathology 

Amruth Reddy Muthyala
Computer Science 

Victoria Rae Nauman
Elementary Education 

Vivian Nguyen
Counseling 

Ryan Eugene Nightser
Secondary Education 

Grace May Nodes
Special Education 

Kaylee Judith Ohlmann
Speech/Language Pathology 

Venkata Naveen Padarthi
Computer Science 

Olivia Nicole Petrini
Elementary Education 

Dillon Petschke
Cybersecurity 

Alaina K. Pihlgren
Elementary Education 

Melinda Elizabeth Pitt
Counseling 

Ashish Kumar Puchakayala
Computer Science 

Elise Michelle Ratigan
Elementary Education 

Hiva Razavi
Biomechanics, “Leveraging Forces for Transporting 
Mass During Human Walking”
Advised by: Philippe Malcolm, Ph.D.

Hunter Renelt
Counseling 

Jordyn Elisabeth Rippe
Elementary Education 

Ethan Chandler Rycenga
Secondary Education 

Brendan Nathaniel Schutte
Mathematics 

Chloe Seidl
Elementary Education 

Kayla Marie Sonnleitner
Elementary Education 

Madeline Eve Sossi-Jones
Secondary Education 

Caleb Daniel Spilinek
Elementary Education 

Syeda Tazia Sraboni
Health and Kinesiology, “Exposure to Respiratory and 
Non-Respiratory Health Claims and Sociodemographic 
Influences: A Study Among Omaha Residents”
Advised by: Ayokunle Olagoke, Ph.D.

Ashley Stevens
Elementary Education 

Dylan Michael Stoffer
Political Science 

Sydney Streicher
Speech/Language Pathology 

Tessa Kay Sutfin
Elementary Education 

Ujwal Bhargav Tadur
Computer Science 

Catherine Tangeman
Elementary Education 

Mary Trainer
Speech/Language Pathology 

Tessa Corin Van Maanen
Speech/Language Pathology 

Teagan Nicole Vaughan
Elementary Education 

Anna Ruth Vidlak
Elementary Education 

Kollyn Brooks Weimer
Health and Kinesiology, “Hydrogen Sulfide as a Biomarker 
in Patients With Peripheral Artery Disease”
Advised by: Song-Young Park, Ph.D.

Reagan Cerise Whitehill
Special Education 

Brooke Madison Wilmesherr
Speech/Language Pathology 

Natasha Anastasia Winfield
Geography, “Recovering Indigenous Histories: How 
Urban Development Erased Jefferson Square”
Advised by: Sarah Nelson, Ph.D.

Erin Elizabeth Wolf
Speech/Language Pathology 

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING
Erick Avalos Rosas
Accounting 

Colin John Goracke
Accounting 

Douglas Tyler Hutto
Accounting 

Timothy L. Powers
Accounting 

Connor Joseph Voigtman
Accounting 

Jaden R. Wagner
Accounting 

MASTER OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Tyler Timothy Bates
Business Administration 

Hope Marie Dendinger
Business Administration 

Ameshia Doll
Business Administration 

Rachel Elizabeth Fairbanks
Business Administration 

Kevin Daniel Forrest
Business Administration 

Brannon Kay Golightly
Business Administration 

Tyler Kenton Haas
Business Administration 

Amir Haviv
Business Administration 

Brittany Hybner
Business Administration 

Ange Nicole Ishimwe
Business Administration 

Dinesh Karki
Business Administration 

Ryan Michael Korth
Business Administration 

Kerli Meghan Kuuseoks
Business Administration 

Joseph Patrick Lemmons
Business Administration 

Justin Ross Levine
Business Administration 

Bryan Curtis Murphy
Business Administration 

Derek James Ohlin
Business Administration 

Tyler Thomas Quinn
Business Administration 

Drew Reetz
Business Administration 

Carlos Revilla
Business Administration 

Christopher Houston Schmitt
Business Administration 

Taylor Lee Stevens
Business Administration 

Breanna Lynn TenHulzen
Business Administration 

Terrena Marie Weiss
Business Administration 

Cameron Wilkie
Business Administration 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Arianna Elizabeth Ashby
Writing 

Allison Marie Bayne
Writing 

Elijah Buckhold
Writing 

Lena Cigleris
Writing 

Diane Margaret Holliday
Writing 



Deidre S. Mattox
Writing 

Gable Nathan Joseph Meade
Writing 

Caleb Joshua Narva
Writing 

Christine Ranae Nessler
Writing 

Aurora TeAnne Pilachai
Writing 

Faith Vawter
Writing 

MASTER OF ARTS  
FOR TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS
Andrew John Oberg
Mathematics 

MASTER OF MUSIC
Brandon Tyrone Cash
Music 

Jovonie Donovan Tejero
Music 

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Sereen Amoura
Public Administration 

Michael Anthony Arias
Public Administration 

Tracy Byrl Baker
Public Administration 

Dana Anne Christensen
Public Administration 

Karli Renee Diggins
Public Administration 

Connor William Haggerty
Public Administration 

Alyssa Eleanor Hoffman
Public Administration 

Lacey Nicole Jay
Public Administration 

Rusty Lee Kilpatrick Jr
Public Administration 

Ola Alao Oludipe
Public Administration 

Federico Ortiz
Public Administration 

Van Tin Par
Public Administration 

Daniel Joseph Rhine
Public Administration 

Candice Lou Schroeder
Public Administration 

Alyssa Travis
Public Administration 

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Jasmine Maree Barry
Social Work 

Jessica Lynn Buckley
Social Work 

Olivia Colby
Social Work 

Rebecca Ruth Ferguson
Social Work 

Audassi Yvonne Foster
Social Work 

Brittney A. Foster
Social Work 

Brandon Arthur Gallant
Social Work 

Andrea Monique Gotschall
Social Work 

Jennifer JoAnn Hoffart
Social Work 

Alyssa Eleanor Hoffman
Social Work 

Monique KayLee Kellogg
Social Work 

Jamie Leigh Koenig
Social Work 

Jessica Kroah
Social Work 

Mackenzi Kate McKown
Social Work 

Karen Ann Moran
Social Work 

Sarah Elizabeth Neppl
Social Work 

Shatawnee Desiree Peterson
Social Work 

David Matthew Fowler Profenna
Social Work 

Ashley Lynn Robinson
Social Work 

Angela Rose Scarrow
Social Work 

Katherine Grace Sitler-Elbel
Social Work 

Angelica Temple
Social Work 

Brittany Ann Trecker
Social Work 

Kyla Tucker
Social Work 

Abigail Katherine Waldron
Social Work 

Makenna Ann Wilkins
Social Work 

Pamela Rocio Zimmerman
Social Work 
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY
Naomi Adjei
BA, Drake University, 2010; MA, Grace University, 2013; 
Gerontology, “Empathy in Healthy Adults and Caregivers to 
Persons With Dementia: Relationships With Musical Reward”
Advised by: Janelle Beadle, Ph.D.

Anaelle Emeline Charles
Bachelor of General Studies, Arkansas State University, 2018; MS, 
Arkansas State University, 2020; Biomechanics and Kinesiology, 
“Do Structured Gait Patterns Promote Efficient Locomotion?”
Advised by: Aaron Likens, Ph.D.

Christopher Copeland
BS, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 2018; MS, 
University of Nebraska at Omaha, 2020; Biomechanics 
and Kinesiology, “Changes in Motor Learning as 
Evidenced by Cortical Effective Connectivity”
Advised by: Jorge Zuniga, Ph.D.

Chad Kevin Crowe
BS, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2014; MS, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha, 2018; Computing & Information 
Science, “Modeling the Marketing Funnel on Social 
Media and Its Long-Term Effects on User Behavior”
Advised by: Magie Hall, Ph.D.

Stephen John Fogle
BA, Loyola University Chicago, 2010; MA, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha, 2020; Gerontology, “‘Being 
With God’: Prayer Biographies, Mysticism in Old Age, 
and Compassionate Love Among Older Jesuits”
Advised by: Christopher Kelly, Ph.D.

Sheena Lynn Gilbert
BS, University of Wisconsin Oshkosh, 2018; MA, Boise State 
University, 2020; Criminology and Criminal Justice, “A Holistic 
Approach to Gender-Based Violence on College Campuses: A 
Need for a Tribal-Centered Campus Climate Assessment”
Advised by: Tara Richards, Ph.D.

Akshay Kale
BS, Mahatma Education Society’s Pillai College of Arts, Commerce 
& Science, 2013; MS, Mahatma Education Society’s Pillai College 
of Arts, Commerce & Science, 2015; MS, University of Nebraska at 
Omaha, 2019; Computing & Information Science, “A Comparative 
Framework for Evaluating Machine Learning Model Explanations”
Advised by: Brian Ricks, Ph.D. and Robin Gandhi, Ph.D.

Suyeon Kim
BS, Yeungnam University, 2015; MS, University of Nebraska 
at Omaha, 2018; Biomedical Informatics, “The Development 
of a Robust Computational System for Integrating Multi-
omics and Microbiome Data to Extract High-Impact 
Knowledge for the Advancement of Biomedical Research”
Advised by: Hesham Ali, Ph.D.

Lana Annise’ Perry McKinney
BS, University of Toledo, 2011; MA, University of Southern 
California, 2015; Gerontology, “Aging Well in the Heart 
of America: Optimizing Housing Options for Older Adults 
in Kansas City, Missouri Through Policy Reform”
Advised by: Christopher Kelly, Ph.D.

Laura Yaerin Oh
BA, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2019; MS, University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, 2022; Psychology, “Serving Up Success: 
How Team and Individual Differences Influence Satisfaction”
Advised by: William Kramer, Ph.D.

Reyna Lizet Reyes Nunez
BS, Universidad del Valle de México, 2010; MS, University 
of Nebraska at Omaha, 2018; Public Administration, 
“Women and Climate Change Policy in Latin America 
Through the Advocacy Coalition Framework”
Advised by: Yu-Che Chen, Ph.D. and Tom Jamieson, Ph.D.

Sarah Alexis Steele
BS, Sam Houston State University, 2015; MA, Sam Houston 
State University, 2018; Criminology and Criminal Justice, 
“Priestly Perspectives: Narratives From Catholic Priests 
Removed From Ministry for Sexual Misconduct”
Advised by: Amy Anderson, Ph.D.

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Andrew A. Bell
BS, Peru State College, 2007; Master of Arts in Education, University 
of Nebraska at Kearney, 2014; Educational Administration, “How 
Does the Stay Interview Impact the Future of Retaining Educators?”
Advised by: Jeanne Surface, Ed.D.

Landon Kordell Kubicek
Bachelor of Science in Education, Northwest Missouri State 
University, 2018; Master of Science in Education, Northwest 
Missouri State University, 2020; Master of Science in Education, 
Northwest Missouri State University, 2021; Educational 
Administration, “Exploring Factors of Differentiation”
Advised by: Elliott Ostler, Ed.D.

Makenze E. West
Bachelor of Science in Education, University of Nebraska 
at Omaha, 2012; Master of Education, Concordia 
University, 2016; Educational Administration, “Secondary 
Teachers’ Perspectives of Effective Co-Teaching”
Advised by: Kay Keiser, Ed.D.

Anthony Lavel Williams
Bachelor of Science in Industrial Engineering, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, 2002; MS, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 2004; Master of 
Education, Concordia University, 2015; Educational Administration, 
“Career Plan Motivators Among Private School Administrators 
and the Relationship With Their Public-School Counterparts”
Advised by: Kay Keiser, Ed.D.

MASTER OF ARTS
Cheily Yamiled Arreola
Communication, “#NiUnaMenos and El Muro de la Memoria: 
Understanding the Use of Memorials in Anti-Femicide Protest”
Advised by: Whitney Gent, Ph.D.

Shannon E. Baronio
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Jillian Marie Bertsch
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Amber Marie Borchers
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Angela Kristine Burgett
Geography 

MeLissa Luana Butler
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Victoria Patricia Dube
Gerontology 

Thomas Michael Forke
History, “Religious Expression in the Soviet Gulag”
Advised by: Mark Celinscak, Ph.D.

Christine Marie Hay-Merchant
Communication, “How Older Adult Siblings Manage 
Privacy and Privacy Turbulence on Facebook”
Advised by: Paige Toller, Ph.D.

Aubrey Maria Hazelton
History 

Kylie Alexandra Hughes Duvall
Psychology, “Does Early Life History Influence a Novel Biomarker 
for Stress in Dogs and Predict Their Attachment to Their Owners?”
Advised by: Rosemary Strasser, Ph.D.

Nathan Duane Jackson
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Leah Lynn Kemple
Communication, “Examining the Influence of Social 
Media Influencers on Fast Fashion Consumption and 
Environmental Impact: A Mixed Methods Analysis”
Advised by: Chin-Chung Chao, Ph.D.

Drew Thomas Lechnir
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Zach Lechnir
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Rodger Carl James Nelson II
Sociology 

Zachary T. Nielsen
English 

Taylor Pizinger
Sociology, “Stranger Harassment at a Concert: How do Gender Roles 
Affect the Perception and Coping of Sexual Harassment in Public”
Advised by: Samantha Ammons, Ph.D. and Jay Irwin, Ph.D.

Christopher Scott Schaefer
Critical and Creative Thinking 

Alexandra Jacy Shaner
History 

Jamie Elizabeth Tully
Communication, “‘Valar Morghulis’ (All Men Must Die): 
A Critique of Feminine Power in Game of Thrones”
Advised by: Adam Tyma, Ph.D.

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Shane Adams
Secondary Education 

Hannah Margaret Ahl
Counseling 

Yasaman Ahmadi
Data Science 

Akbota Aitbayeva
Mathematics 

Waheed Alam
Management Information Systems 

Ashleigh M. Albers
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Ghaith Al Saifi
Data Science 

Olukunle Oladipupo Amoo
Cybersecurity 

Solomon Twum Ampofo
Geography, “Assessing the Relationship Between Residential 
Segregation and Access to Mental Health Services in Omaha, NE”
Advised by: Sarah Nelson, Ph.D.

Evangel Chinyere Anyanwu
Biomedical Informatics, “Assessing User Experience 
in Institutional Review Board Application System of 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center Through 
Comprehensive Usability Testing: Strategies and Insights”
Advised by: Martina Clarke, Ph.D.

Michael Davis Arce
Industrial/Organizational Psychology 

Taranum Bano
Management Information Systems 

CANDIDATES FOR DECEMBER 2024 GRADUATE DEGREES
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Niharika Bashaboena
Management Information Systems 

Audre Jene Bedford Hansen
Counseling 

Madeline Rock Blazek
Secondary Education 

Breanna Leigh Bowers
Educational Leadership 

Madison Sue Ella Brady
Secondary Education 

Joshua Parker Brink
Economics 

Thomas Matthew Brison
Biology, “Assessing the Current Status and Functions 
of Sandhills Wetlands in Western Nebraska”
Advised by: John Hribljan, Ph.D.

Patrick Michael Burns
Political Science 

Parker Christensen
Educational Leadership 

Emily Danielle Cook
Counseling 

Jennifer Dang
Counseling 

Tapan Kumar Das
Data Science 

Araceli Edith De Arcos
Special Education 

John William Delehant
Secondary Education 

Bailey Erika Dennis
Secondary Education 

Brady Lou Dodds
Counseling 

Sobie J. Don
Management Information Systems 

Benny Dong
Computer Science 

Lauren Dunn
Literacy 

Sarah Christine Earnest
Educational Leadership 

Scotty Le Edler
Political Science 

Nathan D. Ehlers
Counseling 

Kaitlyn Ericksen
Health and Kinesiology 

Grace Evah-Nzoughe
Cybersecurity 

Tolu O. Faokunla
Economics 

Katlyn Dorothy Freed
Applied Behavior Analysis 

Jerry Lee Gallagher
Computer Science 

Whitney Galvan
Educational Leadership 

Hilary R. Gjoka
Educational Leadership 

Holton Charles Gwaltney
Biomechanics, “Upper Limb Kinetic and Lower Limb Kinematic 
Changes of Body Weight Offloaded to the Hands During Assisted 
Simulated Gait Training in Children With Cerebral Palsy”
Advised by: David Kingston, Ph.D.

Kristyn Hamilton
Educational Leadership 

Kiona Hawkins
Political Science 

Jose Guadalupe Hernandez
Computer Science 

Elizabeth Ann Howell
Counseling 

Kristin Ann Hunter-Rutledge
Counseling 

Md Ruman Islam
Computer Science, “Adaptive Congestion Control for 
Real-Time Communication Using Deep Reinforcement 
Learning With Generative Adversarial Networks”
Advised by: Pei-Chi Huang, Ph.D.

Josh Jablonski
Political Science 

Christine Nicole Jackson
Speech/Language Pathology 

Varunsai Kethineni
Management Information Systems 

Sarah Christina King
Political Science 

Sai Charan Reddy Konreddy
Computer Science 

Stefanie Grace Kosch
Speech/Language Pathology 

Kelsey Madison Lang
Special Education 

Aubrie R. Lawrence
Political Science 

Kyle James Lemcke
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Martin Avergy Long
Economics 

Alexandra Lorensen
Secondary Education 

Mark Magno
Cybersecurity 

Nate McQueen
Counseling 

Panawe Mewenemesse
Data Science 

Michelle L. Mika
Educational Leadership 

Vernon Louis Muhammad
Counseling 

Katherine Monserrat Munoz Aguilar
Elementary Education 

Kavya Nadendla
Management Information Systems 

Zuleyma Yocelin Navarro
Elementary Education 

Hannah Mackenzie Neneman
Counseling 

Fuschia Marie Ngoma
Secondary Education 

Vien Cam Hien Nguyen
Mathematics 

Charles Nolte
Computer Science 

Andrew Dean Ochsner
Urban Studies 

Elizabeth Yemi Ogunyiola
Economics 

Navya Pavani Pachava
Biomedical Informatics 

Manoj Kumar Penugonda
Management Information Systems 

Venkata Rohith Pesala
Computer Science 

Jacqueline Rae Petersen
Elementary Education 

Kaelee Amanda Plante
Biomedical Informatics 

Noah Douglas Polacek
Economics 

Dawson Porter
Data Science 

Zorayda Puente
Elementary Education 

Nazaneen Rahmanzai
Counseling 

Yajaira Ramirez
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Jailene Esperanza Ramirez Chavez
Elementary Education 

Jeremy Ransom
Political Science 

Juliet Suzsanna Rasi
Counseling 

Payton Danae Rawls
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Sai Madhav Rayabandi
Computer Science 

Rebecca Ellen Renz-Sarni
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Chloe Rae Reynolds
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Hannah Christine Rothermund
Secondary Education 

Mary Elizabeth Royers
Secondary Education 

Sherita Hart Samuels
Educational Leadership 

Lindsey Lauren Sandall
Speech/Language Pathology 

Pawan Satyam
Management Information Systems 

Adam Kent Scarborough
Political Science 

Molly Schmeits
Secondary Education 
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

Kindra Lyn Schoenradt
Elementary Education 

Jesse Schrack
Computer Science 

Allison Sue Schroeder
Special Education 

Margaret Anne Schulte
Counseling 

Sharmila Seyyid Ahamed
Political Science 

Precious Smith
Counseling 

Samantha Christine Smith
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Beth Ann Stoudt
Computer Science Education 

Tiffaney Jean Tatro
Secondary Education 

Lilly Nicole Taylor
Secondary Education 

Grace Thomas
Biology, “Bison and Cattle Grazing Decreases Monarch 
Oviposition in the Central United States”
Advised by: Timothy Dickson, Ph.D.

Jacob Thompson
Civil Engineering 

Jonathan Patrick Tindall
Secondary Education 

Carla V. Veglia
Counseling 

Austin Allen Vornhagen
Computer Science, “Exploring the Relationships Between 
Problem Features in the HumanEval Dataset and Pass@K”
Advised by: Victor Winter, Ph.D.

Kianna Breanne Vrtiska
Political Science 

Marc D. Wade
Mathematics 

Eleanor Cherie Ward
Geography, “The Labor Trafficking-Terrorism 
Nexus: A Spatiotemporal Analysis”
Advised by: Michael Peterson, Ph.D.

Korby Laine Ward
Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Jennifer Kaye Wettschreck
Biology, “Genetic Analysis of a Novel Population of Southern 
Flying Squirrels (Glaucomys Volans) Found in Lincoln, NE”
Advised by: James Wilson, Ph.D.

Alex Robert Wissing
Computer Science 

Megan Christine Ximenes
Industrial/Organizational Psychology 

Rohit Kumar Yedla
Management Information Systems 

MASTER OF ACCOUNTING
Jeffrey M. Carpenter
Accounting 

Owen Scott Carusi
Accounting 

Emma Daniels
Accounting 

Katelin Dittman
Accounting 

Ryan Etheridge
Accounting 

Anne A. Freitas Womas
Accounting 

Jess Gillham
Accounting 

Morgan Grace Jirovsky
Accounting 

Allison Marie Karr
Accounting 

Logan Taylor Peterson
Accounting 

Joshua Jesus Santiago
Accounting 

Catherine Anne Stevens
Accounting 

Nicole Elizabeth Stubbendick
Accounting 

Dai Q Thai
Accounting 

MASTER OF  
ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING
Lukose George
Architectural Engineering 

MASTER OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Samiat Olaide Ashabi Ajao
Business Administration 

Malik Ali Alwaali
Business Administration 

Gregory Nels Andersen II
Business Administration 

Jacob Steven Aschoff
Business Administration 

Alyssa Rachelle Askeland
Business Administration 

Olanrewaju Emmanuel Babalola
Business Administration 

Ismael Becerra Reyes
Business Administration 

Samuel James Bench
Business Administration 

Alberto Salvador Briseno Martinez
Business Administration 

Chirsten Noel Broz
Business Administration 

Colin Buckley
Business Administration 

Zachery L. Chaney
Business Administration 

Laura Maria Chavez Talavera
Business Administration 

Yuliya Chebotarov
Business Administration 

Christopher Divarco
Business Administration 

Sobie J. Don
Business Administration 

Stephanie Lynn Flentje
Business Administration 

Megan Rose Frahm
Business Administration 

Marta Garcia Caberol
Business Administration 

Dakota Ghegan
Business Administration 

Jonathan Lowell Green
Business Administration 

Clare Griffin
Business Administration 

Hayley Rebecca Griffin
Business Administration 

Noah Benjamin Hammond
Business Administration 

Bria Harlston
Business Administration 

Jeffrey Brian Howell
Business Administration 

Noah Michael Huber
Business Administration 

Leah Marie Kirchner
Business Administration 

Joseph Brooks Krause
Business Administration 

Purnima Kumar
Business Administration 

Samuel Scott Lauritsen
Business Administration 

Lauren Elizabeth Lex
Business Administration 

Yansi Liao
Business Administration 

Andrew Tipton Lunde
Business Administration 

Colten Jack Moshier
Business Administration 

Jennifer Ann Newby
Business Administration 

Elizabeth Yemi Ogunyiola
Business Administration 

Brandon Matthew Peightal
Business Administration 

Sabina Petersen
Business Administration 

Tuan Cong Phun
Business Administration 

Brianna Piper
Business Administration 

Noah Douglas Polacek
Business Administration 



Andrew Raduechel
Business Administration 

Barry Robbins
Business Administration 

Juan Ramon Rodriguez
Business Administration 

Dylan Everett Shelman
Business Administration 

Mark Steven Sprague
Business Administration 

Claire Steinhauser
Business Administration 

Samuel Charles Stevenson
Business Administration 

Shuto Tanaka
Business Administration 

Marcus Thimm
Business Administration 

John Wiatr
Business Administration 

Josh James Wilcox
Business Administration 

Mickey Wilson
Business Administration 

Gregory Paul Wyatt
Business Administration 

Andrea Elizabeth Zobitz
Business Administration 

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION: EXECUTIVE MBA
Carrie Anne Beehner Hoarty
Business Administration, Executive MBA 

Scott Andrew Jefferson
Business Administration, Executive MBA 

Julie Ann Lacy
Business Administration, Executive MBA 

Kelly Ann Lanz
Business Administration, Executive MBA 

Nicholas R. Payne
Business Administration, Executive MBA 

MASTER OF FINE ARTS
April Renee Christensen
Writing 

Rachel Kay Curtiss
Writing 

Paula Ray
Writing 

MASTER OF ARTS  
FOR TEACHERS OF MATHEMATICS
Elizabeth Ann Tyler Dyson
Mathematics 

MASTER OF MUSIC
Christy Lynn Cash
Music 

Alexander Ray Clark
Music 

MASTER OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
Blair Ann Bagley
Public Administration 

Ethan Charles Baumgartner
Public Administration 

Elizabeth Codina
Public Administration 

Mallory Cranwell
Public Administration 

Ian J. Febus
Public Administration 

Elizabeth Jean Green
Public Administration 

Ian Darrel Harkins
Public Administration 

Allyson N. Hoover
Public Administration 

Sophia Ibrahimi
Public Administration 

Alana Rae Johnson
Public Administration 

Eric L. Kathol
Public Administration 

Sarah Minturn
Public Administration 

Nathan Tyler Reetz
Public Administration 

Elizabeth Samuelson
Public Administration 

Luis Fernando Sotelo Prieto
Public Administration 

Ashley Anne Springman
Public Administration 

Liam Lawson Stanley
Public Administration 

Robert Dalevonte Valentine
Public Administration 

Kenneth Mitchell Zoeller
Public Administration 

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Vanessa Adan
Social Work 

Magda Leticia Batiz Salazar
Social Work 

Morgan Taylor Berg
Social Work 

Bree L. Berger
Social Work 

Rachel Ann Blaine
Social Work 

Miranda Leigh Borchardt
Social Work 

Katie Lee Boston
Social Work 

Olga Chavez
Social Work 

Allison Colleen Contreras
Social Work 

Julia Ann Davis
Social Work 

John Thomas Eirinberg
Social Work 

Margaret Hake
Social Work 

Sophia Kazu Lingren Harano
Social Work 

Megan Grace Heidenreich
Social Work 

Allyson N. Hoover
Social Work 

Emma Adalene Imaoka
Social Work 

Jessica Rose Johnson
Social Work 

Alison Elisabeth King
Social Work 

Kennison Lynn Kunz
Social Work 

Charles Peter Maas
Social Work 

Bryce Nicole Marker
Social Work 

Keesha Rae McQuay
Social Work 

Catherine Grace Meyer
Social Work 

Miski Mohamed
Social Work 

Margarita Ochoa
Social Work 

Payton Danae Rawls
Social Work 

Jordan Elizabeth Schaffer
Social Work 

Jamie Lee Smith
Social Work 

Sarah Lynn Sperry
Social Work 

Anisa DeNiece Juanett Strong
Social Work 

Gerri Lynn Thomas
Social Work 

Alexis Thrasher McCormick
Social Work 

Doha Toma
Social Work 

Sharilyn Kay Tuttle
Social Work 

Mary Frances Tvrdik
Social Work 

Taylor Rae Williams
Social Work 

Amara Zach
Social Work 
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ADVANCED WRITING
Hannah Guritz

CYBERSECURITY
Michael Ray Henke

DATA MANAGEMENT
Ryan James Larson

DYSLEXIA SPECIALIST
Tammy Sue Bowes

Beth Ann Carstens

Amy Stanek

GEOGRAPHIC  
INFORMATION SCIENCE
Solomon Twum Ampofo

GERONTOLOGY
Mary D. Chuol

Richelle Raye Dowding

Kaela Jade Lorenzen*

Deborah Leigh Norman

Gustavo Adolfo Rodriguez

Julie Marie Shasteen

GOVERNMENT
Patrick Michael Burns

Brittany Nicole Choate

Manny Alexander Garcia

Josh Jablonski

Robert S. Kerr

Kianna Breanne Vrtiska

HISTORY
Jason Dennis Lura

HUMAN RESOURCES AND TRAINING
Cynthia Danielle Stowell

INTELLIGENCE  
AND NATIONAL SECURITY
Patrick Michael Burns

Kianna Breanne Vrtiska

INTERNAL AUDIT,  
FRAUD, AND CONTROL
Bei Chen

Katelin Dittman

Allison Marie Karr

JohnPaul Sanchez

KODALY
Jennifer Faye Woolf

LITERATURE AND CULTURE
Zachary T. Nielsen

LOGISTICS AND  
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT
Jon Patrick Ewing

Virgil James Hogue Jr

Erica Jo Lewis

Olga Senatova

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
Charles Emmett Chatham

Sobie J. Don

PUBLIC MANAGEMENT
Rusty Lee Kilpatrick Jr

Richard D. McCowin

REAL ESTATE
Floyd Fronzell Pankey*

SOFTWARE ENGINEERING
Brandon Lacy

SYSTEMS ANALYSIS & DESIGN
Sobie J. Don

SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT
Joshua Michael Booth

Matthew James Booth

Johnathan Corona Medina

Lukas Dreessen*

Evelyn Danelly Espinoza-Macias*

Katherine Ann Fritts

Erich S. Johnston

Hilkija Kalmogo*

David Lee Lape

Matt J. Lofdahl*

Derek Scott Manske

JoLynne Rae Pennewell

Andrew Reyes*

Miguel Angel Rocha

Connor Allen Sensenig

Om Shankar

Kelli Mallory Smith

Angel Marie Steadman*

Jacob Matthew Tamayo

Sundar Thapa

Shawn A. Thomson

Todd Allen Trost

TEACHING ENGLISH  
TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES
Suzanne Marie Du Ree

Rachel Jean Godfrey

Amber Dawn Huggenberger

Everett F. Levison*

Promise Moore-Saufley*

Allyson Danielle Ragland

Cristina Saldana*

Stephanie Marie Sharp

GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATES

December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

* August 2024 Graduate
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HONORS PROGRAM
Beckett Allen
Medical Humanities

“Keeping Mental Health Professionals in Nebraska:  
How Nebraska Recruits and Retains Working and  
Prospective Providers”
Advised by: Sarah Nelson

Harley Cribbs
Early Childhood Inclusive Education

“Verbal Behavior: An Errorless Teaching  
Intervention in Elementary Special Education”
Advised by: Justin Andersson

Micah Dunwoody
Religion

“Dao Gives Birth to Lots of Killing:  
Military Force in the Daoist Tradition”
Advised by: Laura Alexander

Marina Erickson
Psychology

“Well-being and Pickleball at the Community Center”
Advised by: Amy Hanson

Natalie Holding
Molecular and Biomedical Biology

“Opioid Use Knowledge Among Nebraska College Students”
Advised by: Allison Schlosser

Madelyn Lichti
Early Childhood Inclusive Education

“Teaching Addition and Subtraction Relationship  
with Instructional and Assessment Strategies”
Advised by: Justin Andersson

Mackenzie McGuire
Elementary Special Education

“High Quality Vocabulary Instruction  
for Elementary Special Education”
Advised by: Justin Andersson

Natalie Pearson
English

“Navigating the Anglo-Irish Postcolonial  
Landscape: Imaginative Geographies in  
Bram Stoker and Elizabeth Bowen’s Novels”
Advised by: Lisabeth Buchelt

Angela Truong
Molecular and Biomedical Biology

“Longitudinal Kinetics of Surface CD16 on Human Natural 
Killer Cells when Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cell Pools 
are Treated with a Toll-like Receptor 9 Agonist”
Advised by: Paul Denton

Suzana Ntirampeba This transcript designation documents and recognizes undergraduate students for their community 
engagement experiences. Students who receive this designation connect their academic endeavors with 
our community through service learning, community-based learning, volunteerism, and written reflections.

COMMUNITY ENGAGED SCHOLARS TRANSCRIPT DESIGNATION
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AUGUST 2024 UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Grecia Alessandra Blanco Delgado 

Osiris Cassandra Bracamontes-Anguiano 

Citlali Estefania Dorantes Monrreal mcl

Jordan Myles Elsberry mcl

Rebecca Eunice Gomez Rascon 

Stormie Gonzales-Dorn 

Micaela Lynne Hoyer 

Althea Laurel Mason 

Promise Moore-Saufley 

Sydney Jade Prescott 

Jordan Lee Ring scl*

Irene Emily Romero 

Elena Carmella Tomasello scl

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Cannon James Ahrens 

Citlali Estefania Dorantes Monrreal mcl

Hannah E. Fee cl

Samuel J. Fugit 

MaKayla Gordon 

Jared Daniel Hanson 

Michael Phillip Hawkes scl em

Hazel Higgs 

Brandon David Howard mcl

Joshua James Kersch cl

Salma Mohamud 

Clayton Richard Moore cl em

Seth James Oney cl

Justin Lee Orsi 

Gabriela Isabel Ortega scl

Yanick Stefan Patt 

Kyla Jewel Price-Wallin 

Charles Carson Roubicek 

Ojaswee Sapkota 

Sydney A. Schueman 

Erynn Shannon 

Maxwell Sibbernsen 

Conner Tacner 

Viviana Alondra Torres 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
(Degrees awarded by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 
Nathan Lee Krusemark d

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
Tristen Robert Bailey 

Magdelina Marie Laham 

Joseph David Roecker 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Mary Elaine Bragg 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION,  
HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EDUCATION 
Jillian Altmaier 

Annika Bussinger scl

Kennedy Ann DeReus 

Alejandro Diaz 

Melissa Ellen Evans 

Nathaniel Douglas Freeman 

Mackenzie Renee Goodman scl em

Yoko Kawai cl

Lauren Klone scl

Madison Marie Langle 

Gemma Celeste Méndez Álvarez scl

Chloe Anna Miller 

Luke Robert Norvell 

Theodore Michael Novotny 

Abby Marie Osborn cl

Thomas George Rapaich mcl

Cristina Saldana scl

Brooke Ann Schuessler 

Allison Nicole Storey mcl

Brandon Patric Valenzuela mcl

Madison Mae Michalina Walker cl

Delaney Paige Woita 

Kaitlyn Shea Wusk scl*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN KINESIOLOGY 
Chloe Ivana Brouillard 

Jay Paul Royal cl

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
Abla Sandra Agbaglo 

Emily Coufal scl

Hser Nay Htoo 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Alejandro Aguirre 

Robyn Anna Alexander 

Hamed Al Jashmi scl

Yvemide Anacius 

Garrett Brandon Arbogast 

Mariah Teffany Morillo Avalon cl

Kylie Christine Bahnsen 

Sydnee Jean Barker 

Rebecca Elaine Bonham 

Sarah Elizabeth Calgaard 

Kristen Chloe Calupe scl em

Natalie Ann Casson scl em

Elizabeth Ann Chalupa 

Vivek Chand cl

Keelynd Clinton 

Julian Cortes-Rodriguez 

Conlan Reese Custard 

Chyann Dean 

Anna Rose Ehrenberg 

Marcus Quinn Eriksen 

Frank Fincher mcl

Keely Ann Gabehart 

Lizbeth Hermosillo-Najar 

Christina Hoffart 

Aiyonna Tseday Holland-Givens 

Chance David Hollenbeck 

Lucas Kent Hostetler 

Chakera Jo Hough 
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Samira Ide Bana 

Blake Allen Jackson 

Rachel Kathleen Jacobson scl

Binita Karanjit scl em

Victoria Valdees Kilpatrick 

Rebecca Jo Kudirka mcl

Brian Lacy 

Quin P. LaViolette-Williams mcl

Elijah James Lutz 

Maeve Brighid McCoy 

Charles Anthony Meade 

Christen Natalie Nall mcl

Kobe T. Orf 

Julian Pappas 

Imani Amyah Regmi 

Jaden Kyle Reuss 

Elizabeth Rojas Trujillo 

Isabella Grace Schoening cl

Wendy Pamela Serrano scl em

Lah Phoenix Su 

Samuel Robert Sundquist 

Joseph Tee 

Rubie Thai cl

Ashley Renee Wade 

Austin A. Ward scl

Alexander Wilson 

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CRIMINOLOGY  
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Austin Marie Beutler 

Tylar Lynnmarie Brammer 

Marina Carvajal Navarrete 

Magaly Casillas 

Mariana Cua-Diego 

Leonardo De La Rosa 

Maria G. Figueroa 

Samantha Guillen 

Joshua David Jacobs 

Marcus X. Keen scl em

Emily Erin Lacy cl

Andrew David Lamer 

Eric Joseph Matthai 

Alana Marie Mullikin cl

Jaylee Brooke Kai Shaner 

BACHELOR OF  
MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
Hadia Alacha 

Jesus Arriaga 

Anna Elizabeth Arrowsmith 

Ashley Diane Bahr 

Alma M. Barrera-Roman mcl

Quincy Randolph Bates 

Gunnar Hansen Berg 

Jason L. Buie 

Matthew Robert Byous 

Christopher Blair Calvery 

Jose Erick Carrillo 

Jennifer Lynn Cemore 

Zoe Mei Christenson 

Anjelika Rayne Ciesielczyk 

Jennifer Marie Collins 

Jake William Covey 

Dana Donlan 

Alicia Drahota cl em

Sophia Grace Dreessen 

Kaitlyn Cierra Everson 

Courtland Delmar Ferchaud cl

Thomas Edward Galas 

Gage Michael Garman 

Aaron-Joshua Gebert mcl

Michael Alan Giese 

Jenna Elaine Green 

Kathryn E. Grohs 

CoreyAlan Luke Hannan 

Jocelyn Paige Huston 

Jesus Jimenez 

Marketa Kennedy 

Taimeca L. Kerr cl

Mark E. Kirlin 

Sung Ling Lam cl

Jessica Martinez 

Shaelyn BreAhn D’Amber McGhee-Miller 

Huda Mohammed 

Eliana Abeni Nichols 

Mackenzie Jo Norton 

Amanda Odvody Anderson mcl

Gerardo Joel Osorio Barrios cl

Madison Otten 

Floyd Fronzell Pankey 

Russell Parris 

ClaireReece Raegan Peterson mcl em

Bradley Grover Piper 

Michael William Ross 

Miroslava Salazar Portillo 

Christopher Allen Schiltz 

Andre Lamont Sessions Jr 

Katie Shadlow 

Isar Ahmad Shamal 

Mary Kathleen West Smart 

Joshua M. Smith cl

Faith Jeannette Sorlie 

Angel Marie Steadman 

Katherine Marie Elizabeth Swanson 

Kenhan Tekla 

Paige Tennigkeit 

Harlowe Tipton 

Tyler Bryant Todd 

Sarah M. Uden mcl em

Maida Lidia Uribe 

Daniel Vance scl

Evie Jane Vandenberg cl

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SOCIAL WORK 
David Stephen Gurewitz scl

Kailie Hoffmann 

Emily Erin Lacy cl

Kaela Jade Lorenzen mcl

Marrika Alicyen Raumaker mcl

Nyaruot James Teng 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN AVIATION 
Edward Steven Berger 

Andrew David Briggs mcl

Austin Kennedy scl

Hunter Pehrson 

Adrian Pico Del Villar 

Wesley Rademacher cl

Kade Christian Skokan cl

Eli Sommerich 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Majed Ibrahim Almarhoon 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN GERONTOLOGY 
Mary Catherine Hillman 



COLLEGE OF INFORMATION SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Jerad Tripp Bilek-Andersen mcl

Bradley J. Corwin 

Kaleb Jack Holm 

Komlan Daniel Kodoh scl

Hilario Mendez-Vallejo 

Kieran John Nebel cl

Nathan Perkins 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN MANAGEMENT  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Lukas Dreessen 

Evelyn Danelly Espinoza-Macias 

Hilkija Kalmogo 

Andrew Reyes 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CYBERSECURITY 
Luis Angel Cardenas-Ayala cl

Alex Emilio Matzar 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BIOINFORMATICS 
Zachary Robert Goehring 

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION, 
FINE ARTS AND MEDIA 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN ART HISTORY 
Kimberly Lyn Marx cl

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN STUDIO ART 
Irelynd Kincaid Pearson scl

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 
Kendra Renee Boyd 

BACHELOR OF MUSIC 
Skyler Steven La Nier 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMMUNICATION 
Connor Jimmy Crandall scl

Abigail Colleen Plouzek 

Lindsay Ann Tague 
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

CANDIDATES FOR DECEMBER 2024 UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

BACHELOR OF ARTS 
Alexis Jasmine Bader cl

Florence Bricko 

Phuong Thao Isabel Bui 

Alexis Christine Butcher mcl

Gaston-Osee Kasongo Kant Bwele scl

Joelle M. Cronemiller 

Faith Angelise Davidson mcl

Areli Diaz-Loza 

Micah Dunwoody mcl

Kaesin Tymber Ellwanger mcl

Rachel Jean Godfrey 

Rakchhya Gurung 

Leyna Louise Hightshoe 

Hunter Ashley Hopkins 

Jonas Noudehouenou Houessou 

Sebastiano Phillip Jennings 

Christina Maria Jensen 

Taban John Jock 

Alexa Justo Acosta 

Jeerapat Kaewkampol 

Camille Madeleine Lease scl*

Casper Jameson Muessigmann cl

Sydney Ann Neilsen mcl

Elizabeth Anvick Nelson 

Janet Nguyen 

Natalie Claire Pearson mcl

Zoie Madison Plyler 

Brendan A. Potter 

Sarah Rachel Price cl

Spencer John Price 

Selah Morgan Ray mcl

Isabella Josephine Saklar scl

Jessica Schmailzl 

Nicholas Patrick Snyder 

Jessica Starrett 

Kyle Struble mcl

Jocelyn Leigh Sudds scl

Violet Symens mcl

Emily Than mcl

Angela Andrea Villegas-Lara mcl em

Colin Glen Wehr 

Adam Rick Wolzen 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE 
Dina A. Ahmed 

Austin Aiken 

Teresa Albrecht 

Beckett Jeffrey Allen scl

Ian Taylor Allen cl

Cheyenne Renee Anderson mcl

Michael Daniel Aspinall 

Cade Baker 

Jordan Michael Bang 

Cecilia Lynn Behrens scl

Jacob Michael Beisch 

Makenzie Danielle Bias 

Tyler Cole Brunton 

Danielle Ann Burgan 

Kailee Madison Burkhardt 

Mitchell W. G. Cannon mcl

William James Emmanuel Clark 

Maxwell Nelson Van Clute cl em

Matthew N. Cogua cl

Justin Costello 

Grace Marie Crockett 

Lydia Kuralai Deichmann cl

Mackenzie Ann Delaney cl

Lillien May DeLashmutt 

Makayla Danielle Demmon scl

Brooklyn Faith Douglas cl

Trace James Dymond mcl

London Rose Emmons cl

Mauricio Enriquez 

Marina Rae Erickson scl

Emily Elizabeth Ernst scl

Pamela Ernst scl

Mary Madeline Fennessy scl

John David Finch 

Alana Marie Freeburg cl

Sydney Renea Fuhrman mcl

Cole Gallo 

Justin Gantz 

Eternity Gines scl

Mary Katherine Glesinger 

Luke Harry Grobeck 

Dikchha Gurung mcl

Katelyn Elina Hansen mcl

Natalie Jessica Holding scl*

Matthew Bradford Holly 

Olivia Hutchinson 

Mary Hyda 

Kayla Jennifer Jackson 

Elliott Parker Johnson 

Robin Elizabeth Daisy Ann Kahn-Dillard 

Lydia Mae Kathol 

Madeline Sue Kennedy scl

Hannah Ngowo Khama 

Joseph Mark Koch 

Emma Ruth Krayneski scl

Julie Claire Kreitman cl

Nathaniel Douglas Krejci 

Shelby C. Krzemien scl

Honnah Dove Leo cl

Kaelie Miranda Looney cl

Melissa Marie Ludwig 

Nathan Robert Luksa 

Meagan Grace Mackling mcl

Thomas Charles Maxwell scl

Jenna Miller mcl

Andrew Alan Myers 

Vanessa Neri Lara scl

Nobel Anne Nothstine mcl

Suzana Cecilia Ntirampeba 

Sayomi Jade Nurse cl

Rozlyn Marie Olson cl

John Edward Pearson scl

Mariam M. Rahmanzai 

Mia Reedtz Rehde Olesen mcl

Caydan Samuel Retzlaff 

Gabriela Lizette Rodriguez mcl

Christian M. Rongone 

Jill Anne Rose mcl

Elizabeth Lyn Rutherford cl

Dennis Joseph Sabin 

Rebeka Yisel Sahagun scl

Claudette Sanchez 

Jada Skyy Saxton scl

Dylan Kelly Saylor-Suck 

Justin Lee Schacht mcl

Derek Joseph Schutt 

Tsogolo Madalo Sharra 
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Omid Solaiman Sidiqi 

Alejandra Solis Rojas 

Baylee Lynn Steele cl

Anthony Stout 

Ayden Ryan Taylor 

Colin Jon Tillotson 

Madison M. Tomanek 

Lillian Kaye Trapp 

Angela Ngoc Truong scl

Stephanie Verdin-Baldenegro 

Peter Louis Violi II 

Lauren R. Vodicka 

Kennedy Renee Walls 

Camille Wellensiek mcl

Joslyn Irene Wentz 

K’Lyn White 

Samuel Ballou Willard 

Sydney Claire Williams 

Taylor Ann Woods cl

Madison Leigh Ybay 

Zakariya A. Yusuf 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
(Degrees awarded by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln) 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CIVIL ENGINEERING 
Yannis Axel Aka 

Zahraa AbdulJalil Alajmi 

Patrick Christensen 

Benedict Daniel deMayo 

Clayton R. Goodwin 

Matthew Joseph Grosey 

Andrew Ray Hukill 

Zubair Bin- Ihtesham Husain 

Chase Jordan Luther 

Rachel Hannah Osborn hd

Braeden Anthony Paiz 

Jacob Thomas Radermacher d

Marie Judicael Sompougdou 

Saul Suarez-Barragan 

Alexander Jacob Uhlig 

Blake Jeffrey Wilber 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 
Hayden James Chaney 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
Nick John Buresh 

Phillip Edwin Ewing Jr 

Nathaniel DeRoin Hughes Jr 

Jacob Kshywonis 

Daniel Alejandro Mejia-Hernandez 

Cameron Michael Mulholland 

Ricardo Israel Sidon Jr hd

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 
Lukas Masashi Degraw 

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION,  
HEALTH AND HUMAN SCIENCES 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EDUCATION 
Olivia Lynne Aden scl

Zakaria Mustafa Aden 

Callee Ann Adkins 

Morgan Rose Anderson 

Sarah Lyn Renee Bellairs 

Madison Amie Betzold 

Makenzie Danielle Bias 

Alexis Marie Bird scl*

Hunter Bockman 

Kyle Shawn Boldt 

Adriana Theresa Bowen 

Sydnie Jo Briggs scl

Katrina Brumfield 

Amelia Nicole Bruner 

Josie Butterfield 

Brandon Michael Cavanaugh mcl

Aimee Katherine Virginia Correa mcl

Harley Nicole Cribbs scl

Gabrielle Delforge 

Darby Anne Drake mcl

Emma Rose Dziurawiec cl

Brianna Tyra Eilderts 

Makenna Ellis scl

Sara Elizabeth Fay mcl

Emerald Ann Fiedler mcl

Emily Rae Fisher-Eschliman mcl

Sydney Renea Fuhrman mcl

Lydia Gilgen scl

Maria Guadalupe Gonzalez Rivera 

Elizabeth Mary Grantham mcl

Evelyn Aime Gutierrez-Vazquez 

Ashlynn Elizabeth Harris scl

Jessica Renee Heckart mcl

Mariana Hernandez 

Brian Isaac Herrera 

Garrett William Hoffman mcl

Kyra Marilyn Holguin mcl

Dallas Justine Honn 

Raegan Marie Hughes mcl

Lisa Jacinto 

Alyssa Marie Jensen cl

Isabella Marie Jetensky scl

Alexis Taylor Juengst mcl

Mary Elizabeth Kavanaugh cl

Macey Marie King mcl

Samantha Joanne Kistler 

Molly Ann Kment mcl

Camille Madeleine Lease scl*

Megan Elise Leddy 

Madelyn Renee Lichti mcl

Noemi Assenette Madrid 

Macy Rose McClellan mcl

Mackenzie Lynn McGuire scl

Day Meh mcl

Bryan Alexander Menjivar 

Ian Alexander Miller 

Marisol Mireles scl

Connor Andrew Monico 

Emily Sue Moore mcl

Kailey Marie Munster mcl

Jacey Lynn Myers scl

Kara Renae Newman scl

Ashley Lynnette Novak mcl

Sydney Faye Nuismer scl

Yacire Lisbel Ortega mcl

Maggie Analy Padilla mcl

Chloe Janae Patras 

Dyani Rayn Pelletier cl

Emily Elizabeth Petersen cl

Kyra Drew Petrik scl

Diego A. Plascencia 

Skylar Anne Pretzer mcl

Allyson Danielle Ragland 

Lesly Esperanza Rivera-Espinoza 

Jasmine Patlan Rodriguez 

Allexis Violet Rolstad 

McKenna Ruch mcl
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

Birdie Ann Schepper mcl

Caitlin R. Shefl mcl

Liliana Marie Spangler 

Megan Lura Stevens mcl

Mara Hope Stevenson 

Kortni Kay Stracke 

Paige Tesera Strezishar 

Mariah Larri Suniga 

Hannah Marie Unverzagt mcl

Hailey Vail cl

Delaney Jean Volnek mcl

Paulette Adelaide Vrable mcl

Steven Thomas Wehner 

Kassidy Kay Zaruba 

Zandria Ella Zeitner 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN PUBLIC HEALTH 
Hannah Joy Cummings mcl

Jacquelin Delgadillo mcl

Michelle Ariel Diaz 

Lena Louise Hansen scl

Ajok Samuel Yel Mareng 

Daisy Marlene Tlatenchi Santillano mcl

COLLEGE OF  
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Abdillahi Adan 

Peyton Aipperspach 

Aman Alahi 

Jason Allen Alexander 

Anfal Majid Al Hilali 

Saja Al Maawali 

Hunter Allen Amos mcl

Jacob Clark Atchinson scl

Josue Bachez-Granados 

Madison Rane Baker 

Barbara Balan 

Steven P. Bencker mcl

Thore Boehm mcl

Hannah L. Bro 

Stacey Bruch 

Joshua Bryan 

Yeranis Camacho cl

Andrew Campbell cl

Jamee Marie Casement 

Lauren Nicole Cassidy 

George Richard Chavez IV 

Bei Chen mcl

John Richard Clarke 

Fia Catherine Cohen 

Isabel Marie Conway 

Bridgette Lyn Davis 

Zachary Ryan DelSenno scl

Mirsada Demirovic 

Ramon Alexander Diaz de Leon cl

Jacob Duncan 

Elijah Dunham 

Morgan Marie Ehlert mcl

Grant Eicher scl

Jose Manuel Estrada Valencia 

Jason Dondi Evans 

Teja Reese Farley mcl

Conor Patrick Flynn 

Amira Denisse Franco 

Grace Elizabeth Galbraith cl

Anthony Steward Gallardo 

Carissa Grace Gottschalk scl

Tanner Grant mcl

Kameron Matthew Green 

Aujenai Arianna Gregory 

Logan Gubbels 

Mackenzie Guinotte 

Bryson Haecker scl

Jaxon Hair 

Olivia Marie Hamby mcl

Noah Alexander Heldt 

Madison Michelle Helton 

Anastasia Maria Hemmingson 

Mauricio Hernandez Robles mcl

Esmeralda Hernandez-Galeana mcl

Paige Ranburger Hessel 

Jenna M. Hines 

Braden Scott Humann 

Chloe Rebecca Johnson 

Mitchell William Johnston 

Alyssa Marie Jordahl 

Allan Jovany Juan Diego 

Krishona Ivy Juliana 

Megan Elizabeth Kemper cl

Caitlin Alana Killough 

Noah J. Klein 

Conrad Jacob Knust scl

Norimichi Kojima 

Marisa Lage 

Grace Anne Lamski 

Nicholas Law 

Tyler Daniel Lehan 

Adjovi Gloria Viscenthia Lembila Akpaki 

Nautica La’Daeza Lockett-Barnett 

Diem Huong Mai Luu scl em

Kristin Taylor Maddux cl

William James Mahr 

Sage Maleki 

Will Mankhey 

Sierra Nicole Mann mcl

Michelle Kay Matney mcl

Miles Joseph McDonald 

Isaac B. Merkley mcl

Nicholas R. Merlo scl

Nolan Edward Messan mcl

Mykael Elliott Metoyer 

Mason Michaelis mcl

Austin Miller cl

Noah Mir cl

Tha Blay Moo 

Dana L. Moore cl

Sa Hay Mu 

Lucas Andrew Muffitt 

Aung Mya 

Joahan Jaret Navarro Ramirez 

Nguyen Thi Thao Nguyen 

Adrienne Lynn Norton 

Brandon Richard O’Dell 

Caleb Bruce Ollis mcl

Janmiguel Orozco 

Daniel Timothy Osborn 

Jose Ernesto Ovando Sanchez 

Reibun Ozawa scl

Garrett Edward Parker mcl

Samuel Noah Parnell 

T’khee Paw 

Christian John Pedersen mcl

Rafael Javier Perez 

Maimei Phoungsamy 

Elias Christian Pickering mcl

Mathis Antonin Pilon St-Louis cl

Rex Walter Ramm mcl

Camryn Marie Ray scl



Taylor Noelle Richard mcl

Lauren Dianne Richter mcl

Shelby Leigh Rinehart mcl

Kevin Osvaldo Rodriguez-Jaramillo 

Nathanael Obeng Sallah cl

JohnPaul Sanchez cl

Joshua John Schmidt 

Tyler John Schmidt scl

Ben William Schott mcl

Jack Nicholas Seyler mcl

Krystina Karla Sippert-Koch mcl em

Hannah Lynne Skoda mcl

McKenzie Lynnette Slough 

Kelli Mallory Smith scl

Steve Solorio 

Joslin Sorensen 

Devin Rodney Speicher 

Ashley Michelle Stenger 

Jack Matthew Randall Swanson mcl

Amiah Hope Swartzendruber 

Elyssa Marie Szewczyk 

Andrew Michael Tabaka 

Jenna Marie Targy 

Austin James Taylor 

Eli Mehmet Tekdogan 

Jocelyn Guadalupe Tena Vigil scl

Kaden Michael Therkildsen 

Blake M. Thiele mcl

Sam Thompson 

Carson James Tvrdy cl

Joshua Lee Varner scl

Zion A. Ward 

Samantha Joanne Weidler mcl

Jacob Weiland mcl

Joseph Benjamin Wemhoff 

Nicholas Jay Wiebelhaus 

Anna Claire Wimmer 

Seth Michael Wineland 

Ethan William Wittler 

Alexis Elizabeth Wohlenhaus 

Pedro Zayas Vargas cl

Junkeng Zhu 

Hannah Nadia Zueter 

Gabriel Joseph Zurek scl

COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS  
AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CRIMINOLOGY  
AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Jason Au mcl

Myo Eh Beckham 

Mackenzie Marie Beeson 

Lexie Kay Lynn Berggren mcl

Nathan Edward Burns mcl

Eliannet Iridian Castaneda Gomez 

Cory Matthew Cavallaro mcl em

Chakena Danaeja Clark-Joseph 

Genesis Kaey Coffman 

Joanna Arely Coronel 

Marissa Dawn Danauskas scl*

Gracie Louise Eledge 

Isabel Encinas-Garcia 

Sydney Christine Flere cl

Dylan Rene’e Freeman 

Samantha Greenfield scl*

Melissa Giselle Gutierrez Macias cl

Gabriella Grace Hatch cl

Madeline Marie Heldridge 

Charlie Marie Hendry mcl

Cinthia Herrera-Cano 

Cassidy C. Hines 

Jaydn Jesse Hoover 

Mickol L. Horacek 

Blu Nay Htoo 

Sara Lyn Hudgell cl

Fatima Pamela Isidro Ortiz 

Thony Arandy Juan 

Caleb Matthew Larson 

Clayton Patrick Lutz 

Elisha Lynn Mahoney 

Samantha Maldonado-Salguero 

Nicholas Jose Martinez 

Maritza Jocelyn Memije Gonzalez 

Maria Rosario Mendez mcl

Scott Alan Merithew mcl

Nandi Isabelle Evelyn Mitchell 

Ashley Nichole Morris 

Erica Lynn Narducci 

Suzana Cecilia Ntirampeba 

Jake J. Olsen 

Arthur Frederico Paraguay Figueiredo 

Aneesa Camille Parker 

Derrall L. Philson 

David F. Preston, Jr. 

Madison Lea Reeder 

Carleigh Ross cl em

Kobe Daniel Ruch 

Benjamin Grant Slaymaker scl

Layne Diane Thompson 

Nicholas Ryan Trapp mcl

Liam Frost Wooden 

BACHELOR OF  
MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
Josue Bachez-Granados 

Calvin Blue Baker 

Dorian Marie Baldwin cl em

Seydou Barro 

Kristin Lea Bass 

Sarah Bertelsen 

Haley Rae Blair 

Derek Kyle Blanton 

Allison Bounds 

Raven Mag’gie Boyland 

Austin D. Brake 

Colleen Margaret Brennan 

Courtney Brewer mcl

Alicia Catherine Browning 

Jaedan Bunda mcl

Jason Ted Carper mcl

Claudia Guadalupe Chavez Tejada 

Shannon Corin Christmas 

Mary D. Chuol 

Van Cer Cin 

Desirae Lee Cole 

Justin Michael Cole 

Cody Wes Lee Collins 

Christopher Dennis Connelly 

Timothy Charles Croston 

Sara Luanne Dawson scl em*

Brady DeTavernier cl

Sarah Kathleen Dunn mcl

Jadon M. Edwards 

Briana Jovanie Escalera 

Christian Patrick Eulie 

Jason C. Fish 
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W H A T ’ S  N E X T  A F T E R  G R A D U A T I O N ?

CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION!

Dive deeper into your field of study with a 
graduate certificate, master’s, educational 
specialist, or doctoral degree that will get you 
to the next level in your career.

Increase your earning potential in a 
competitive marketplace

Flexible courses offered on-campus days, 
nights, and weekends, or online when it’s 
convenient for you

Accredited research institution with 
nationally recognized faculty

[  GR A DS TUDIES .UNOM A H A .EDU  ]

Build upon your current degree with these 
short form courses that focus on in-demand 
skills that fill critical workforce gaps.

Master relevant, highly sought-after skills 
from campus and industry leaders

Experience coursework through a dynamic, 
online learning environment 

Unlock digital badges to display new 
qualifications and achievements

[  A D VA NCE .NEBR A S K A .EDU/BROWSE/UNO  ]

GR ADUATE SCHOOL MICROCREDENTIAL S

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its education 
programs or activities, including admissions and employment. The University prohibits any form of retaliation being taken against anyone for reporting discrimination, harassment, or retaliation for otherwise engaging in protected activity. 1287ADILCI0523
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Kyle James Flicek 

Emme Michael Forsberg scl

Jaime Lynn Foster 

Kailyn Anna Henrietta Frederick 

Angela Gahan 

Jane Marie Gajewski 

Eleanor Renee Georgi 

Stephen James Gibbons 

Brandon Leigh Gilbert 

Nicholas John Grossi 

Megan Rose Hansen 

Sheila Hansen Snell 

Yulia R. Harrer 

Angelica Hope Harris 

Grady Macall Hatton 

Zachary Edward Haven 

Julissa Hernandez-Ruiz 

Thor Alexander Hidy 

Taylor McKenzie Hollibaugh mcl

William Hortman 

Jimmy Lee Jackson Sr 

Kiara Leyloni Schenelle Johnson 

Angel Ellise Jones cl

Elijah Jones 

Mackenzie Jones 

Madison Aliyah Jones 

Jane Kamara Oludipe mcl

Jack Douglas Keogh 

Theo Klein 

Kimberlie Alana Knust 

Angela Bawk Tsin Lahkang 

Adam Lawrence Licht 

Thomas Loughran 

Joseph Frank Mach 

Charles Magee 

Garrett Mandolfo 

Julio Mata-Lupercio 

Jeremiah Rusteen McIntyre 

Kasandra Miramontes-Avendano 

Callista Nicole Moore 

Megan Dori Nemnich 

John Niespodzianski 

Jillian Marie Nieto 

Traci Ann O’Brien-Hytrek 

Siska Rae Parker 

Racquel Rose Pearson 

James Jacob Pelikan 

Mia Nicole Penner mcl em

Benjamin Daniel Phillips mcl

Zachary Christopher Piatt 

Kalen Matthew Piechota mcl em

Elijah Popp 

Kaylee Marie Rasmussen 

Christopher Michael Ray mcl

Kari Marie Rishel 

Nancy Mileidi Ruiz-Hernandez 

Aaron Charles Russell 

Lacey Sabatka mcl em

Betsy Kimberly Sandoval Roman 

Nicole Marie Schuning 

Devyn Breanne Selk 

Brenna Ashten Simoens scl

Danielle Marie Smith 

Linda A. Smith 

Zoe Smith 

Eric Paul Sprague mcl em

Laura Ann Stephenson 

Cole Thomas Stobbe 

Breyan Lamont Surratt 

Michael Ryan Sutton DePennes cl

Matthew Aaron Tatum cl

Mawate Zita Tchapo 

Christian Richard Thomas 

Shannise Hilda Thomas 

Gabrielle Ana Timmermier cl em

Brandon Vazquez-Maldonado 

Tiffany Ellen Vohnout 

Katherine Clare Waechter 

Steven William Wescott mcl em

Cynthia Kay Whitehill 

Brandon Christopher Williams 

Britany Tangary Williams-Thomas 

James Lee Wolfe 

Joichiro Edward Yamada mcl em

Natalya Sarah Young 

Benjamin Zugg 

Hannah Marie Zyla 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN SOCIAL WORK 
Hayley Marie Baker Novotny 

Cristina Estrada-Roman 

Aramy Cristal Guzman-Abelino 

Sorcha Hay scl

Taban John Jock 

Abigail Olivia Krueger 

Zoe Makenna Leighter 

Ashley Lizzette Moreno 

Aubrey Anne Pikop scl*

Ricardo Quebrado-Mendoza 

Kaitlyn Bell Ready 

Olivia Rose Runge 

Andrea Jean Salisbury 

Mickie Jo Saltzgiver 

Megan Rose Schollmeyer mcl

Jaida Sorensen mcl

Lisa Ruthmarie Stromberg McGeorge mcl

Jessica Kathy Vazquez Reyez 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN AVIATION 
Eli John Barton 

Ryan Christian Brace 

Riley John Cresto 

Alex Jordan Docken 

Jeric Garalde Dullesco mcl

Corbin Casey Fix scl

Sidnee Marie Fuller 

Kaden Quinn Krauth mcl

Julian Lepe mcl

Grant Michael Richter-Egger 

John Paul Rolfson mcl

Matthew J. Rolfson mcl

Derek Joseph Westerlin 

Tristan Wade Weston scl

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Rachelle Jean Davis 

Kristopher Lee Gates 

Emma Rae Towela Gettemy mcl

Tatum Keith Navrkal scl

Cameron James Weber 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN GERONTOLOGY 
Grace Ann Lonowski cl

Kaitlyn Alexandria Malone 

Anastasia Marie Nicholson scl*

Alaina Lee Novacek 
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.

W H A T ’ S  N E X T  A F T E R  G R A D U A T I O N ?

CONTINUE YOUR EDUCATION!

Dive deeper into your field of study with a 
graduate certificate, master’s, educational 
specialist, or doctoral degree that will get you 
to the next level in your career.

Increase your earning potential in a 
competitive marketplace

Flexible courses offered on-campus days, 
nights, and weekends, or online when it’s 
convenient for you

Accredited research institution with 
nationally recognized faculty

[  GR A DS TUDIES .UNOM A H A .EDU  ]

Build upon your current degree with these 
short form courses that focus on in-demand 
skills that fill critical workforce gaps.

Master relevant, highly sought-after skills 
from campus and industry leaders

Experience coursework through a dynamic, 
online learning environment 

Unlock digital badges to display new 
qualifications and achievements

[  A D VA NCE .NEBR A S K A .EDU/BROWSE/UNO  ]

GR ADUATE SCHOOL MICROCREDENTIAL S

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its education 
programs or activities, including admissions and employment. The University prohibits any form of retaliation being taken against anyone for reporting discrimination, harassment, or retaliation for otherwise engaging in protected activity. 1287ADILCI0523
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COLLEGE OF INFORMATION SCIENCE 
& TECHNOLOGY 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Isabelle Catherine Marie-Francine Akpakoun mcl

Adam Alkarute 

Komlan Fabrice Bokovi 

Jonathan Bram 

Graham Cassoutt scl

Carlos David Chirino Varela 

Bukhari Daing 

Connor Edmonds 

Kyle Preston Fisher 

Kayla Shiori Futakami scl

Andrew James Geringer 

Faraidoon Ghafari scl

Ramin Ghafari scl

Nikole Jennifer Jaixen mcl

Deveshi Jakhar 

Matthew Fuentes James mcl

Griffin Wiley Knight 

James Neil Lang 

Jyair Nathan Love 

Matthew Shane Magnotta 

Eduardo Montoya 

Jonah Nathan mcl

Dat Nguyen 

Henry Nguyen scl

Benjamin David Noker 

Alexander J. Real 

Jace Michael Rettinger 

Selvi Singh Rhode 

Brandon Paul Rivard 

Roberto Saavedra Jr. 

Benjamin Michael Strazdas 

Jennifer Kay Swanson 

Brian Tran scl

Nicholas Reed Wagner 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN MANAGEMENT  
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Joshua Michael Booth mcl

Matthew James Booth scl*

Johnathan Corona Medina 

Katherine Ann Fritts 

Erich S. Johnston 

David Lee Lape cl em

Derek Scott Manske scl

JoLynne Rae Pennewell 

Miguel Angel Rocha 

Connor Allen Sensenig mcl

Om Shankar cl

Kelli Mallory Smith scl

Jacob Matthew Tamayo 

Sundar Thapa 

Shawn A. Thomson 

Todd Allen Trost mcl

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN CYBERSECURITY 
Raeven Cymone Anson 

Naser Samer Azar 

Reason Hall 

Evan Herbert Holl 

Anthony Alan Kitt mcl

Logan Ryan Mears mcl

Jay Oberembt 

Matthew Ryan Rayl 

Mason Whitehill cl

Andrew Richard Zier 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN IT INNOVATION 
Taylor Sidney Davis 

COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATION, 
FINE ARTS AND MEDIA 

BACHELOR OF ARTS  
IN COMMUNICATION 
Sapphire Bennett mcl

Madison Culhane cl

Josue Meza 

Connor William Schmidt 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MUSIC 
Lacey Lynn Grabowski 

James Richard Heldridge 

Savana Hokulani Stokes Moore 

Jacob James Shaw-Sutherland mcl

Madison Claire Stark 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN STUDIO ART 
Ty Anthony Bainbridge 

Zane Benton Amadeus Bless cl

Helen Rae Corrigan mcl

Elisa I. Deer 

Michaela Anne Flesher 

Da’Von Jerel George 

Mary Gerdes 

Minna Rianne Glover cl

Esmeralda Arali Gonzalez-Montanez mcl

Cory Moeller mcl

Nadia Gabrielle Montalvo 

Sean Carling Padios 

Kenedy Claire Schaecher cl

Sarah Elizabeth Sharp cl

Madison Eve Winstead 

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN THEATRE 
Katherine Michelle Blice mcl

Shae’Kell Butler 

Brandon Dorsey 

Leo Alfredo Van Tam Monardo 

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS 
Sara Rose Dolinski 

Emma Josephine Geiger scl

Joseph Patrick Leahy cl

Benjamin Eli Nollette 

Joseph Daniel Rivera mcl

BACHELOR OF MUSIC 
Gabriel D. Baier 

John Berkely Benson 

Myra Nicole Coveney 

Kali Faye Matz 

Leandra Rose Rodriguez 

Benjamin Russell Skoff 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE  
IN COMMUNICATION 
Maeva-Joan Ayikouele Atayi 

Benjamin J. Battafarano mcl

Yessica De Los Santos Valenzuela 

Jessica Gissel Flores 

McKenzie Sevannah Gandy 

Evan Thomas Jaixen 

Jenna Ruth Janssen scl

Caleb Michael Kistner 

Promise Danielle Lloyd 

Jordan Marcial 

Riley K. McCall 

Samantha Angelina Pastorino 

Katherine Alessandra Pena 

Olivia L. Petrash 

Kanesha Danielle Ramsey 

Briana Lee Reif mcl

Emma Noelle Ruskamp 

Jon Mark Stanton Jr. 

Luke Anthony Wawrzynkiewicz mcl
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December names were candidates as of December 6, 2024. Degrees to be awarded are subject to completion of the academic requirements.



A university is not bricks and mortar, 
not solely bricks and mortar.

It is flesh and bone, dreams and 
reality, promise and fulfillment.

Its totality is too broad for 
canvas, too elusive for print.

It has moods and ages, like a person. 
Its seasons are all growing seasons 
and the harvests ever secure.

A university is, above all, an 
experience. It exists in the hearts 
and minds of those who draw from 
its wisdom and add to its reputation.

A university is a place, yes, 
but a place of the spirit.

It is described, forever after, by 
its family, not as architecture, 
but as personality and 
precept and conversion.

A university is what its 
alumni have become.

They are its voice to the world.

Some alumni achieve headlines, 
bear titles, manage corporations, 
represent constituents, build, create, 
publicize, minister, protect, teach.

Some labor less conspicuously, 
contributing from the depths of their 
talents, fostering understanding, 
transmitting appreciation.

They speak for us, our alumni. 
And they speak well.

The Late Robert T. Reilly,  
UNO Professor Emeritus

THE IDEA OF A UNIVERSITYTHE IDEA OF A UNIVERSITY



ONCE A MAVERICK,
ALWAYS  A MAVERICK.
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identity, religion, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its education programs or 
activities, including admissions and employment. The University prohibits any form of retaliation being taken against anyone for reporting 
discrimination, harassment, or retaliation for otherwise engaging in protected activity. The University of Nebraska at Omaha will be taking 
pictures at this event for use in advertising and other promotional materials, whether in print, electronic, or other media. 0970PRGMMC1224




