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Who Qualifies?

• Students who are currently in post-completion 
OPT and hold a degree in an eligible STEM field
– https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Docum

ent/2016/stem-list.pdf

• Students may use prior STEM degree if
– Obtained at a SEVP-certified school in the U.S.

– Degree was at the bachelor’s level or higher

– Degree was earned less than 10 years from date of 
application

• Students must be employed by companies 
enrolled in the DHS E-Verify program

https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf


What’s Different?



What’s Different

• Job requirements are stricter

– Must be full-time paid position at E-Verify enrolled 

employer

• Cannot be self-employed or start your own 

business

• Consulting or contracting may be okay

– Must have some sort of supervisor-supervisee 

relationship

• Addition of a mentoring and training program



Mentoring and Training Program



Mentoring and Training Program

• Federal regulations require that a formal 

training plan be created between the student 

and employer

• The training program must:

– Clearly lists the student’s learning objectives

– Affirm the employer’s commitment to helping the 

student achieve those objectives



Form I-983



Form I-983

• Five Sections

– Student Information (Completed By Student)

– Student Certification (Completed By Student)

– Employer Information (Completed By Employer)

– Employer Certification (Completed By Employer)

– Training Plan for STEM OPT Students (Completed 

By Employer)



Form I-983

• Student Information

– Some of this information can be taken from your I-

20

– Only check “Yes” on Based on Prior Degree if your 

STEM degree was earned at a different educational 

level

– Employment Authorization Number is the USCIS 

number on your OPT card

– You must then certify your answers in section 2



Form I-983

• Employer information

– Your employer must complete this information

– Employer must certify and affirm in Section 3



Form I-983

• Training Plan for STEM OPT Students (The 
Plan)
– The employer must complete this section

– However, this should be a conversation between 
you and your employer

– The Plan must contain:
• Student Role

• Goals and Objectives

• Employer Oversight

• Measures and Assessments

– Employer must certify the plan



Form I-983

• Self-evaluations – there are two required
– You must complete a self-evaluation of your 

performance, according to your training plan, within 
the first 12 months of your STEM OPT. It is due no 
later than 10 days after your first year of STEM 
OPT ends. 

– You must also complete a final self-evaluation at 
the end of your STEM OPT. It is due no later than 
10 days after your second year of STEM OPT ends.

– You and your employer must sign the evaluation 
and submit the evaluation to international advising 
at unointladvising@unomaha.edu.



Procedures



Application Procedures

• Students must gather the following items
– Completed Form I-983

– Official transcript showing STEM degree and 
coursework

– G-1145, e-Notification of Acceptance

– Completed Form I-765 – uscis.gov/i-765

– Check/money order for $410 payable to “U.S. Dept. of 
Homeland Security”

– 2 passport photos – less than 30 days old

– Copy of passport ID page and visa page

– Print I-94 from i94.cbp.dhs.gov

– Copy of your first OPT card (EAD)

– Updated I-20 recommending STEM OPT



Application Procedures (Omaha Metro)

• Once all documents are gathered, take them 
(except your check) to the INPR front desk in 
241 ASH.

• Documents are reviewed by an International 
Student Advisor.

• If approved, the International Student Advisor 
will issue an I-20 recommending STEM OPT.

• If something needs to be corrected or is missing, 
the International Student Advisor will contact you 
to correct the error.



Application Procedures (Omaha Metro)

• After approval, the INPR office will contact you 
when your STEM OPT application materials are 
ready for pickup and mailing to USCIS. 

• After you sign your I-20, our office will copy your 
I-20 for you to include in your application
– DO NOT SEND THE ORIGINAL I-20

• Instructions will be provided on how to file your 
application with USCIS
– Don’t forget your check!

• You must file within 30 days of the I-20 issue 
date and before your standard OPT ends. 



Application Procedures (Outside Omaha)

• Submit your completed Form I-983 to 
unointladvising@unomaha.edu. Include whether you would like 
your STEM OPT I-20 mailed to you by standard USPS mail or by 
express mail. If you choose express mail, you must create a 
UEMS account and a shipping label. Your STEM OPT I-20 will 
not be given to another student or friend at your request; it must 
be mailed directly to you.  
– Form I-983 will be reviewed by an International Student Advisor within 5 

business days. 

• Gather your documents, then send them to the USCIS lockbox 
assigned to the state you live in once you have received your I-
20.
– DO NOT SEND THE ORIGINAL I-20

– https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses

• You must file within 30 days of the I-20 issue date and before 
your standard OPT ends.

mailto:unointladvising@unomaha.edu
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses


After STEM OPT is Granted

• Provide your employer with a copy of your 

STEM OPT EAD card.

• Email unointladvising@unomaha.edu a copy 

of your STEM OPT EAD card; include the 

front and back side of the card. 

mailto:unointladvising@unomaha.edu


After STEM OPT is Granted

• You may not accumulate more than 150 days 

of unemployment (90 days OPT + 60 days 

STEM OPT)



After STEM OPT is Granted

Reporting Requirements

• The following changes must be reported within 10 business 
days to an international student advisor: 
– Legal name change

– Residential local/current address change (report this using the 
SEVP Portal and make the same update in MavLINK so that UNO 
has your address on file)

– Change of employment – submit a new I-983 to 
unointladvising@unomaha.edu within 10 days of beginning new 
employment. Include the date that your previous employment ended 
as well as the new employment start date. International Advising will 
update SEVIS; the SEVP Portal cannot be used for this update. 

– Loss of employment – email unointladvising@unomaha.edu within 
10 days of losing your employment with your last date of 
employment. International Advising will update SEVIS. 

– I-983 changes or deviations – submit an updated training plan to 
unointladvising@unomaha.edu and specify what changed. 
International Advising will update SEVIS, if necessary.

mailto:unointladvising@unomaha.edu
mailto:unointladvising@unomaha.edu
mailto:unointladvising@unomaha.edu


After STEM OPT is Granted

Six Month Reports and 

12 and 24 Month Self-Evaluations

• The student must report to an international 
student advisor every six months confirming 
(even if there have been no changes):
– Legal name

– Residential or local/current address

– Employment information

• This requirement is extended if you are under 
the cap-gap extension.

• Students are also required to complete an initial 
self-evaluation within 12 months of STEM OPT 
and a final evaluation at the end of STEM OPT. 
See last page of the I-983 Training Plan. 



After STEM OPT is Granted

Six Month Reports and 

12 and 24 Month Self-Evaluations
• Mark your calendar for every six months from the date your 

STEM OPT begins. Your STEM OPT begins the day after 
your standard OPT ends. After six months on STEM OPT, 
the first six month report is due. The report is due again at 
12 months, 18 months, and 24 months.

• When you submit this report at 12 and 24 months, 
remember that your STEM OPT evaluation is also due. 

• Complete the report, even if no information changed. 

• Link to Six Month Report: 
https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe3/form/SV_ac7mzIM7
MQznCmN. 

• International Advising will receive your report and verify 
your information in SEVIS. 

https://unomaha.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe3/form/SV_ac7mzIM7MQznCmN


Resources

• SEVP Help Hub: 

http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov

• Form I-983: 

https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/docume

nts/Document/2016/I-983.pdf

• Form I-765: http://www.uscis.gov/i-765

http://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/
https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/I-983.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/i-765


6001 Dodge St, ASH 241

Omaha, NE 68132

Phone: (402) 554-2293

unointladvising@unomaha.edu

http://world.unomaha.edu

http://world.unomaha.edu/

