UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA AT OMAHA

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & SAFETY

Laboratory PPE Selection Guide

This document is to be used as a guide for selecting appropriate PPE in the Laboratory. PPE application
should be based on risk assessment, which includes evaluation of the hazard and the procedure used,

Safety Data Sheets, and
Supervisor/Manager.

in consultation with the Principal

Investigator and/or Laboratory

Applicable PPE

Specific Type (example)

Characteristics

Applications

Light Latex, Vinyl,
Nitrile Gloves

Disposable Latex Gloves

Non-Powdered

*Powdered latex gloves
are not permitted for use
on campus.

Working with biological
hazards (known or potentially
known infectious materials
including work with animals)

Disposable Nitrile Gloves

Puncture resistant,

Working with biological

- \ % protection from splash | hazards and chemical splash
et ? hazards hazards
S
Disposable Vinyl Gloves
f% Economical, durable, Working with biological
g v similar to latex hazards
\:§%§7

Light chemical
resistant gloves

Natural rubber latex

=

g
4N ,

Chemical resistant,
liquid-proof

Working with small volumes of
corrosive liquids, organic
solvents, flammable organic
compounds

Light to heavy
chemical resistant
gloves

Nitrile Gloves

)

Chemical resistant,
good puncture, cut, and
abrasion resistance

Apparatus under pressure, air
or water reactive chemicals

Heavy chemical
resistant gloves

High permeation
resistance to most
chemicals

Large volumes of

organic solvents, small to large
volumes of dangerous
solvents, acutely toxic or
hazardous materials

Viton Gloves

High permeation
resistance to most
chemicals

Same as butyl gloves, plus
hazardous material spills



https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3WSPRbDWEjd9orHd1JCzUcDVUCUynSEpQnD55fSqqt3EVsLrHwYIKRRoizpdwMHehWwYGeJTctyIrhUWWruHw4PeUK1Hhzq4mRzxg8GjSToyMgbdnZama78UG11Dt1T0G08-nQimnZGg6VAQWZSUFc-YKWDg&u=&rlid=748c638e161d1918d1a63fb809a0dc4f&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3_MzGKICIkB6I5uEkq3_elDVUCUxJSUk5TEIpmbRn7FkuiI7RP_UH1uUb3Kzg5q44TZWMDgpFn1tSXLts1iScFObzPrDEX5oLLNR2PclZe7mLVjNb8iwh8N_PcX33NMa0CfEDjE_bD_NsdmJTzrnO54JXfOU&u=aHR0cCUzYSUyZiUyZnd3dy5zYWZldHljb21wYW55LmNvbSUyZndvcmstZ2xvdmVzJTJmY2hlbWljYWwtcmVzaXN0YW50LXB2Yy1nbG92ZXMlMmZzaG93YS04OTItdml0b24tMi1jaGVtaWNhbC1yZXNpc3RhbnQtZ2xvdmVzJTJmJTNmZ2RmZmklM2Q2YjllZjFmNzQ0NTA0NjcxYjg3ZjUyZDU5NTc3YjdiNiUyNmdkZm1zJTNkNENCQ0QyRTZDQkM3NEFDOUFFRjhCMjU0MDU1Q0IyMjclMjZ1dG1fc291cmNlJTNkYmluZyUyNnV0bV9tZWRpdW0lM2RjcGMlMjZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ24lM2RQcmltYXJ5JTI1MjBTaG9wcGluZyUyNTIwQ2FtcGFpZ24lMjZ1dG1fdGVybSUzZDQ1NzUyMDUzMjIzOTU1NDQlMjZ1dG1fY29udGVudCUzZEFsbCUyNTIwUHJvZHVjdHM&rlid=1c3de8c927e410aea74bb4ff07b5bf18&adlt=strict

Applicable PPE

Specific Type (example)

Characteristics

Applications

Butyl/Silver Shield

Heavy Gloves and Apron
chemical
. , Same as butyl and Viton I
resistant Extra chemical and gloves, added mechanical
gloves mechanical protection | protection, hazardous material
(continued) spills
Working with hot liquids and
. equipment, open flames, water
Heat resistant bath, oil bath, autoclaves
Insulated
Gloves Cryogen Gloves Water resistant or water
proof, protection T :
o against ultra-cold Cryogenic liquids handling
[ temperatures
Steel Mesh
Wire Mesh : -
Cut resistant Working with live animals
Gloves
) Working with apparatus under
Chemical splash pressure, air or water reactive
protection, good chemicals, large volumes of
abrasion resistance corrosive liquids
Chemical

Resistant Apron

Chemical resistant, tear
resistant; splash
protection

Water or air reactive chemicals,
large volumes of corrosive
liquids, small to large volumes
of acutely toxic corrosives

Additional information on chemical resistance glove selection can be found
online at: Micro Flex Chemical Resistance Glove Guide



https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/G/01/BISS/Guides/Microflex/MicroflexLatexNitrileChart.pdf
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3OsHK14hgBf0_DxCxm-B5BjVUCUwSibITc_XY7YMFFWpvsOG6sz0PxAIxgLB3T9i8Vf5Fm876DM2-YosA7oWExNFneBIoS1xZXV2ZYLjskAS0Chzrh5upW2caj5BJ8R3jKZBQwqvg12jcCxhLEwASa1LBjmc&u=&rlid=82367f12af681e9d19682324887fb817&adlt=strict

Applicable PPE

Specific Type (example)

Characteristics

Applications

Knee Length Lab Coat

Protects skin and
clothing from dirt, inks,
non-hazardous
chemicals, biohazards
without aerosol

General use; Chemical,
Biological, Radiation, and
Physical Hazards

exposure
Lab Coats
Flame Resistant Lab Coat
Working with water or air
: reactive chemicals, large
Flame resistant (e.g. :
volumes of organic solvents,
Nomex or flame- otentially explosive
resistant cotton) P ually exp
chemicals
Disposable Gowns
Clothing and skin Working with
protection biohazards
Gowns Tyvek Gowns
n Working with biohazards
. High tear resistance, with potential for exposure to
protection from airborne transmissible
particulates disease
rFe
Bouffant Caps
Economical protection
; for hygienic work Working with biohazards,
Cap /) environments; especially in animal facilities
X protection from dirt,
dust
Disposable Shoe Covers | o .ction from dirt,
gus;[;emflvr:lt)errllance of Working with biohazards,
Shoe Cover yg especially in animal facilities

environments.
Adjustable fit, non-skid
soles



https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3GTEduOA3V50XVX-vsReYXzVUCUwtD5DMHbkmSVRxwfolly5dl_J5Dv0iIVIDL5P3aYRXqSG8SQEoSW8Rb926e8L2rKec_iV_sHbciJvDBqxbeDiqEG04GcGATmpcqwVFZXuP7rEKDaMXiPANgGNaY50lYkQ&u=aHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZ3d3cuZnVsbHNvdXJjZS5jb20lMmZyZWQta2FwLWtwMTV3aC1zJTJmJTNmc2l6ZSUzZDIlMjZtc2Nsa2lkJTNkJTdibXNjbGtpZCU3ZCUyNnV0bV9zb3VyY2UlM2RiaW5nJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzZGNwYyUyNnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbiUzZCU0MGJpbmclMjUyRnNob3AlMjUyRnRlc3QlMjZ1dG1fdGVybSUzZDQ1ODUyMzgzNjgzODc5NzclMjZ1dG1fY29udGVudCUzZGFsbCUyNTIwcHJvZHVjdHMlMjUzQSUyNTIwdGVzdA&rlid=46f344b5f6211effd38c1883df86e124&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3JmBavxtOULCkx4WZgeJFyTVUCUwNiX9ZND5DeZ_P9iiuHW4NWaiEtxH-IrcTwwFDBQImr0NbEro1lr_CwSQicLjAl7XRqG076HzbPhWAdUpkONJweS2yMhpWrcOGxXmkLI3fwSQvAXRRMXsyNC5nQqJ9hdo&u=&rlid=f6131ca18f23161d5f124097a54c65ee&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3CNG88GlFY0i0S-F3_6-nqTVUCUwxfZwCBidGZMbpqrFUSIwaSU6YEGGAHUQf4cgzIXU81nhT6C_pzrXlsoeGuqX_tCUzXAGHeQpQFD6Ipv4PeLBvSiL66IYpqudSNfBoNInES74n-opIOdJOVUd4aHArfiI&u=&rlid=525aab4bb395150cc17cf77d99076689&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/aclick?ld=e3c47gfSJSjVrpPsNIxc2IZjVUCUyDrkrs57KjilTmxujmE4mUjZuOl7Gjira197YJBz0pS75A1fUVHD1R7qQBKkCIWD6lMcNmpCmsn2HiSj3JtptCHwLC0A3e2Rk_FrQOSlckXumwIQ20YiSqSG-t84yLcmk&u=&rlid=a7dbeee9ad6815d71860b2df867fd3b9&adlt=strict

Safety Glasses

Adjustable Arm({s)
{or Temple)

Top Shield

™ Side Shield(s)
Lens Marking

-
Bridge

Anti-fog
Impact-resistant
Lens(es)

Polycarbonate lens,
side shields for eye
protection; meets ANSI
and OSHA
specifications

Working with chemical,
biological, radiation, physical
hazard ; laboratory work

Chemical Goggles

Tight fitting, protects
eyes from impact,
spray, paint,
chemicals, flying chips,
dust particles;
polycarbonate lens,
indirect ventilation,
meets ANSI and

Working with large

volumes of corrosive liquids,
small to large volumes of
acutely toxic corrosives;
working with large volumes of
organic solvents, acutely
toxic or hazardous
chemicals, apparatus under
pressure, air or water

OSHA specifications reactive chemicals
Goggles
Laser/ UV Goggles
N = Appropriately shaded
Q‘." goggles; optical Working with Class 3 or
D density based on Class 4 lasers
; beam parameters
For use with mild acids,
caustics, aromatic
hydrocarbons, methylene
. Chemical resistant chloride;
Face Shield

face shield

splash hazard,; air or
water reactive or
potentially explosive
chemicals

Safety Shield

Acrylic, weighted
shield, three sided,
benchtop shield,
frosted edges

Protects from chemical splash,
beta radiation, exposure to
bloodborne pathogens




Applicable PPE

Specific Type (example)

Characteristics

Applications

Respirators

**Requires Annual
Fit Test for Use

Surgical Masks

Used for bacterial
filtration

Working with live animals;
working with infectious
material with potential
aerosol exposure

N-95**
Working with live animals or
Protects against dusts, | infectious materials with
fumes, mists, known airborne
S microorganisms transmissible disease; dusty
o > environments
Half Face™*

Air purifying respirator
protects against variety
of particulates, vapors,
dust, mists, fumes;
depends on filter
cartridge used

Working with live animals or
infectious materials with
known airborne transmissible
disease; dusty environments;
chemical vapors; particulates

Same as half- face, but
with greater protection
factor, and greater
protection of eyes and
face; depends on filter
cartridge used

Working with live animals or
infectious materials with
known airborne transmissible
disease; dusty environments;
chemical vapors; particulates

Air supplying
respirator; delivers
steady supply of
filtered air with loose
fitting hoods

Working in BSL — 3
environments; working in
dusty environments; chemical
vapors, particulates; used
when full- face or half —face
respirator doesn't fit individual

Updated 03/2026

Please call 402.554.3596 or

email uno.ehs@nebraska.edu with

any questions.



Ryan Duden
Cross-Out

mailto:uno.ehs@nebraska.edu
mailto:uno.ehs@nebraska.edu
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