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UNO is set to
move ahead

_ he University of Nebraska at Omahahas

Tundergnne a remarkable transformationjin

recent years, and the forward momentum
is continuing., !

In his State of the University addressithis week,
UNO.Chancellor JohnChristensen|looked|backiatithe
recent growth and accomplishments, then'set outa
thoughtful, strategic vision for the school's future,

The central goal he deseribed is'the rightione’io
imake UNO nationally known as a top-flight metropok=

* itan university. That means a campus that sets high
academic standards andbuilds elose eonnectionsita
its community. e

UNO has taken some huge steps toward thatigoal;

Here are just a few examples: Throughiits.dormis
tory construction, UNO is'shifting from a commuters
campus persona, The HPER building; withits arcay’
of exercise space and equipment, exemplifies UNU'S
commitment to boosting student amenities- Individ=
.ual departments haye shown bursts of ambition'sup=
ported by new construetionor building renovations

for the College of Public Affairs and Community Ser-

vice, the College of Business Administration‘anditie
College of Education. :

As Christensen noted, the point isn't to pursue con=\

struction for construction’s sake. Rather) new facilis
ties need to open up new academic opportunities an
strengthen educational quality. A O

Academic strides forward include the nationaliac:
creditation of numerots programs as welllaslUNO's '
winning three NU-wide awards.

In looking to the futdre, Christensen called for
UNO to grow over the next nine years to an enrolls
ment of 20,000, up from the current 15,400: That plan
incorporates dorm constrtiction on the soutiicampus
as well as stepped-up marketing efforts notanlyin
Nebraska but also'in western Iowa- IR
. Christensen also has made community engagement
a key goal for UNO, and last year UN@wornia nation-
al award for the quality of its civic involvement: The
chancellor’s strategic plan calls for'continued focus
on that goal, The planned Community Engagement
Center, for example, would open up neW opportunis

. ties for UNO to host public discussions and solution=
seeking on a wide array of community jssues.

Also'on the to-do listiis completionof along:-range
plan for UNO's athletic facilities, due this fall

Christensen was straightforward in saying that
UNO departments mustidesignate a few key academ-
ic of ferings as priorities and concentrate resources
on key goals. “The financial realities nowand'into the
future for public institutions," he said, “will require

_ that new and reallocated resources directly support
campus priorities." . = ALy AT !
That's easily said but not soleasy to implement; of
course; given the multiple demandsiandiexpectations
from faculty and donors. ; oL »
After all is said and/done, the overarching priority
for UNO needs to be this: strong academic guality:
Build up that quality, and a university.is better able
to attract more students. It's better able to solicit do-
nations. Better able to gain local respect. And better.
able to burnish its reputationon the national stage:
. Christensen's plan/can help UNO move inthat di-
rection. A joint effort is neededto'make it:happen:
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As'allovallAmericaniand!

‘America .
Ilhave to'says [iam a Fetir chiman and
conductor for the/Chicago & Northwestern|
Railroad. I know more than mostipeople
about\moving /America's commerce.

The cheapest and!safest way:toimove
oil across the state of Nebraska wpul'd be

witha train; not apipelingsl Warren)
|Buffett weuldihave greatinfiuenceiwith = =
thie ButlingroniNorthermniSantaiF@Railroad
taking/on the pipsiinendusti Fovin

: idiproving
to/ America that a railtoad would'beithe best
way;to deliverloil from Canada to/Texas:

. 'Even if more railroad'track hadto/belaid;
it would still be cheaper than a pipeline and
much safer toour future:

: William H: Prieto, Omaha

' Pipeline efficiency ishard totop

1'write neither in favor of nor againstithe .
proposed Keystone XL pipeline, but'lido
have a question forthelgrowing number of
people who have suggestedithe salutioniis
to build a refinery somewhere so the nasty
crude oil\wouldnitihave to/be|piped'across
the Ogallala’/Aquifer.

Once we've built anultramodern; high-ef-

" ficiency, ecologically friendly, high-capacity,

refinery, how wouldiwe getithe gasoline
and other refined products efficiently tothe
markeéts that would consume them?

1 know, how about a pipeline?' We certainly
wotuldn't want to haye those big energy-
burning trucks hauling those dangerous
chemicals over our roads, would'we?

John V. Morey, Omaha

Let parent decide pupil absence

I'm gravely:concerned about Nebraska's
truancy law/andiite ramificationsonouy
students. By eliminating the'distinetion
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The other side, as noted/in'a Sept. 14 news | FOT¢
story, is the perception/and/too oftenithe

reality of the mass warehousing, corporate ' | Wit
confinement facilities that epitomize hor- the G
rible conditions and barbaric treatmentto | Unive
maximize a return on/investment. | notin

Sdmemightthinkthe lattenisifine,par- | Time
roting the mantra that these animals arenot/| bt
human, My only reply would be thatthiose | forme
who!donit belive animals'feel pain; terror about
o1 paniciéither know nothing/about animals i eXpee
aridonit care aboutinAictingipainandtexrrorn: Wisct
. Jim Sullivas; Emimet; Neb! thlls 8
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Alproposaliis dueNov:23/from the Defcit it S two.
Reduction Super Committee repardingibud=4
getirecommendationsiAibipartisan‘ietter
from UiS! Reps! Joe Courtney, D:Conn,and " BEa:
Tom Cole, R:Okla), is clirrently circulating )
and will be presenteditothe committee, Ja



