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mnmnmmron “TOWN AND GOWN’

~ UNO shows
pubhc spmt

tarting in the Middle Ages,umversﬁy life -
has often been marked by the concept of
“town and gown."”
Umver51ty life, that tradition held should focus
inward. Students and instructors would regard them-
selves as separate | from the local community. Indeed,

they would strive to maintain that cultural insulation.

~ In this country, one of the great advances in Amer-
1can civilization has been the Jemsomng of that tra-
dition and the pursuit of a quite different goal — the
strengthenmg of ties connecting umversmes to the
surrounding community.

Nebraska benefits enormously from that approach
The University of Nebraska-Lincoln, for example,
has pursued that vision, building on UNL’s land-grant

_ origins. The University of Nebraska Medical Center
deserves commendation for its multifaceted work to
bolster health services statewide. In Omaha, Creigh-
ton University adrmrably pursues civic connections
under the leadership of the Rev. John Schlegel.

And at UNO, Chancellor J ohn Christensen this
week presented an | important vision for making his
campus ’s community-focused work even stronger.

‘As noted here on several occasions, UNO has a .
commendable record on this score. Indeed, its public
service involves help not Just for Omaha but also for

* Nebraska as a whole.. =

UNO's College of Public Affalrs and Commumty
Service, for example, ranks as one of the top pro-.
grams. nationally in its field and delivers an impres-
sive array of help to Nebraskans throughtrammg,
research and service work. ;

UNO lends support to organizations such as the
Neighborhood Center, which provides i 1mpress1ve
support for neighborhood assocmnons in Omaha as
well as Council Bluffs.

In his remarks at the 2009 fall convocatlon on
Wednesday, Christensen described his vision by
which UNO would ralse its civic commitment even
higher.

Citing the avaﬂablhty of space on campus as the

THE PUBLIC PULSE

No more on-the-job fundraising

Every year, the: C1ty of Omaha gets in-
volved with the United Way of the Midlands
fundraising event.

Firefighters on duty, using city equipment,

- ‘are scheduled foreport to various stations

to hear the presentations for all three shifts
to raise money. Other on-duty firefighters es-
cort the speakers for the fundraiser in city
vehicles to the different locations and help
the speakers with the materials.

With the decision of Omaha's legal depart-
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Service, for example, ranks as one ot the top pro-
grams natlonally in its field and delivers an impres-
sive array of help to Nebraskans through-training,
research and service work.

UNO lends support to organizations such as the
Neighborhood Center, which provides impressive
support for neighborhood associations in Omaha as
well as Council Bluffs,

In his remarks at the 2009 fall conivocation on
Wednesday, Christensen described his vision by
which UNO would raise its civic commltment even
higher. | s

Citing the availability of space on campus as the
. College of Business Administration and the College
of Education relocate to new UNO locations, Chris-
tensen recommended using some of the freed-up
space to house a University/Community Engagement
Center. It’s a compelling idea.

Such a facility could serve as a hub for the focused
study of community issues in the Omaha area. It
would create new opportunities for community or-
ganizations such as Omaha By Design, the Omaha
Community Partnership and the OPPD Energy Re-

search Project. The facility would provide Omahans
with space to gather with experts and discuss com-
munity problems and collaborative solutions.

At the Wednesday convocation, Christensen noted
that the articles of incorporation launching UNO in
1908 stated that its mission must include the study
~and response to the “social and c1v1c problems” fac-
_ ing Omaha.

As UNO begins its second century, Chrlstensen
urged the university to build on that tradition and
make civic engagement nothing less than a “core.
mstltutlonal practlce” that will “permeate the acad-
_emy.”

Chnstensen is right that UNO should be rightly

regarded as a “national prototype for innovative in- -
- teractions within our community, particularly in the
areas of service learning.” The proposals he outlined
would broaden those efforts, to the mutual beneﬁt of

the university, Omaha and Nebraska
For centuries, “town and gown” was a slogan for
separatlon and even distrust. In this ecentury, UNO
is admiirably showing the way by converting that
phrase into a slogan for community dialogue, fellow-
- ship/and mutual support, :
'/r f

SmOking-ban data

illions of Americans are more comfort-
M able since many states enacted smoking ~
bans. Now studies are indicating that the
bans are making people healthier.

These findings are directly relevant to Nebraska,
given the years of public debate on the issue.

Two mdependent studies looked at the aftermath of
smoking.bans in a dozen places in the United States,
Canada and Europe, What they found was startling:
The bans led to almost immediate, impressive de-

* clines in heart attacks -and the longer the bans had
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No more on-the-job fandraising

Every year, the. Clty of Omaha gets in- -
volved with the United Way of the Midlands
fundraising event,.

Firefighters on'duty, using c1ty equ.lpment

“are scheduled to'report to'various stations

to hear the presentations for all three shifts
to raise money: Other on-duty ﬂreﬁghtera es-
cort the spealkers for the fundraiser in city
vehicles to the different locations and help
the speakers with the materials,

With the decision of Omaha’s legal depart-
ment against on-the-job fundraising, the city -
should call the United Way of the Midlands
and tell them that the City of Omaha can no

,longer participate in this worthy cause dur

ing work hours
. Jim Clines, Omaha
Retired Omaha firefighter

Take a stand to prevent suioide
Many kids are tragically committing sui-

- cide because of thmgs almost anyone could

prevent.

Some kids commit su1c1de because of bul-
lying. Kids in every school should be taught
about how bullying hurts people.

In Blair'schools, students learn about bul-
lying and how to stopiit. I think all schools
should db more to try to'stop suicide.

Many people aren't doing enough to
prevent suicides, which break many hearts.
These people then wish they had done some-
thing or even knew there was a problem,

We need to stand up and say no to sumlde
and stop it once and forall.

°  Michael Reed, Blair, Neb

- A‘ -~ = Blair High School student

Best of luock to Bright Futures
: From the standpoint of crime prevention,

' Building Bright Futures is & greatidea, and

I commend the people in the program.

It’s wonderful that after suchalong
period of time and so much money donated,
day-care programs, health clinics and other
learning opportunities are going to be of-
fered in numerous schools to low-mcome
students. . . :

I think it is espeaally unportant to start

‘ kids off early with excellent-quality child

care and then help keep these same kids
in high school, because crime rates and
large numbers of high school dropouts are
directly related. ' -
Although it is almost impossible to guess
how people would've done had they finished
high school, it is probably very likely that
they wouldn’t have become guite as inter-

ested in crime.

So, my hat’s off toall in'the Building

o] Bnght Futures program, and I'wish all stu-~ -
dents in the program the best of luck.

Rachel Sjoberg, Omaha

Donate to help pets and owners -

How ridiculous to fine someone for not
licensing an animal after it has died. I think
the main blame should'goito the Omaha
veterinarian for charging suchan exorbntant
amount for euthanasia.

‘Realizing he had a very sad mtuatmn

. w1th a young man who didn’t have extra™
3 money, the veterinarian should have gffered
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