
Master of Public Administration (MPA)/Master of Arts in 
Gerontology (MAG) Dual Degree 
The School of Public Administration at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) is ranked in the top 10 percent 
of the country, consistently garnering top national rankings in 
public administration graduate education. Our mission is to 
strengthen public service in a democratic and diverse society 
by educating students to manage and lead public and nonprofit 
institutions effectively, ethically, and democratically.

About our Program
The Master of Public Administration (MPA) degree is the 
recognized graduate degree for professional positions focusing 
on public service. UNO’s MPA program was one of the first 
accredited graduate public administration programs in the 
United States. It has been offered in Omaha since 1970 and 
online for over 20 years. Typically, there are between 150 to 
200 active students pursuing the degree. The MPA program 
affords students an environment that serves as an incubator 
for acquiring the skills necessary for their desired careers while 
developing a self-understanding that will enable them to succeed 
both professionally and personally. Students are assured of a 
high-quality degree program that not only meets but exceeds 
national standards of professional education. 

Nationally Ranked Programs
UNO’s MPA program is ranked 26th best out of similar master’s 
programs across the country according to 2025 edition of Amer-
ica’s Best Graduate Schools by U.S. News and World Report. 
Our areas of concentration are also ranked among the best 
in the country -- public finance and budgeting ranks 6th; local 
government ranks 11th; nonprofit management is 12th; public 
management and leadership ranks 31st. 

Degree plan  

Eight (8) Public Administration courses | 24 credits:
•	 PA 8050 | Foundations of Public Service 
•	 PA 8090 | Organization Theory and Behavior 
•	 PA 8100 | Advanced Management and Leadership 

for Public and Nonprofit Professionals 
•	 PA 8300 | Policy Design and Implementation 
•	 PA 8400 | Public and Nonprofit Budgeting 
•	 PA 8410 | Public Human Resource Management 
•	 PA 8530 | Planning and Evaluation

•	 PA 8990 | Capstone Project 

Nine (9) Gerontology courses | 27 credits:
•	 GERO 8020 | Introduction to Research Methods 

or GERO 9020 Graduate Seminar in Statistical 
Applications

•	 GERO 8500 | Politics and Aging
•	 GERO 8730 | Dying, Death, and Grieving or GERO 

8800 | Graduate Seminar in the Aging Brain
•	 GERO 9110 | Theories of Aging
•	 GERO 9460 | Seminar in Aging and Human Behavior
•	 GERO 8940 | Graduate Practicum or GERO 8990 | 

Thesis
Three (3) additional Gerontology courses, which may include 
the thesis (9 hours)

Two (2) open electives
Total credit hours=57

MPA/MAG DUAL DEGREE
MASTER PUBLIC ADMINISTATION
MASTER OF ARTS IN GERONTOLOGY

Contact us
Dr. Jodi Benenson| MPA Program Co-Chair | jbenenson@unomaha.edu | 402.554.2396
Dr. Jim Harrold | MPA Program Co-Chair & Academic Advisor | Jharrold@unomaha.edu | 402.554.6702
spa.unomaha.edu   | 402.554.2625 |

The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its education programs or activities, including admissions 
and employment. The University prohibits any form of retaliation taken against anyone for reporting discrimination, harassment, or retaliation for otherwise 
engaging in protected activity.
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