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Susan Reay, EdD, LICSW, is an Associate Professor and Director of the Grace 

Abbott School of Social Work at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where she is 

also a founding member of the Grace Abbott Training and Supervision Academy. 

After more than 20 years of practice experience, she transitioned into academia with a 

passion for advancing social work education and supporting students. She has 

secured over one million dollars in grant funding and trained thousands of mental 

health practitioners in clinical ethics. Her research focuses on licensure, mental health 

regulation, lifespan career development, and leadership, and she frequently serves as 

an expert witness in court and licensing board cases. As a first-generation college 

graduate, Dr. Reay is deeply committed to workforce development and empowering 

future professionals. She has been recognized with the Lifetime Achievement Award 

for Leadership (2018) and as the Nebraska Eastern Region Social Worker of the Year 

for Leadership (2012). 
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