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Dawn O. Braithwaite, Ph.D. is a Willa Cather Professor Emerita of Communication at 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She studies communication of family and personal 

relationships, discourse dependent families, and rituals in stepfamilies, voluntary kin 

relationships, and family kinkeeping. She has published six books in 14 editions and 

over 160 articles and chapters. She is a Past President and Distinguished Scholar of 

the National Communication Association and Western States Communication 

Association. She received NCA’s Brommel Family Communication Award and Becker 

Service Award, UNL’s campus James O’Hanlon Academic Leader Award, and UNL’s 

campus Dean’s Award for Excellence in Graduate Education. She authors the 

“Communication Matters” blog for Psychology Today: 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/communication-matters  
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