School of Criminology and Criminal Justice
Doctor of Philosophy in Criminology and Criminal Justice
Criminology Comprehensive Exam

The reading list for the criminology comprehensive examination is intended to provide students
with a substantive knowledge base pertaining to the causes of crime and deviant behavior.
Although the list is not meant to be exhaustive in any area, it identifies readings deemed by the
faculty as essential knowledge for students who graduate from the University with the degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in Criminology and Criminal Justice. You also should be familiar with
relevant literature published in the major journals of the field and/or covered in your coursework,
even if these readings do not appear on the list. Major journals include Criminology, Journal or
Research in Crime and Delinquency, Crime and Delinquency, Justice Quarterly, Journal of
Quantitative Criminology, Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, Law and Society Review,
American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Social Problems, Social Forces,
Criminal Justice and Behavior, and Journal of Criminal Justice.

A successful examination demonstrates an ability to apply understanding of the criminological
literature to broad questions facing the field. Rarely is the inclusion or exclusion of a single
article or book sufficient to warrant a “pass” or “fail.” Instead, you must demonstrate
conversational familiarity with relevant issues and the extant literature and show that you possess
the knowledge base necessary to produce an informed and well thought out answer. Thus, rather
than simply memorize what the authors of the items on the list say, you will need to focus on
synthesizing the literature in a way that shows you understand it and have thought about how
individual readings might fit together. Key dimensions for synthesis of the theoretical literature
include the progression of specific iterations of theory within a theoretical paradigm, the key
causal propositions within specific iterations of theory, evidence bearing on the key causal
propositions of theory.

READINGS

The readings below are organized into different subareas. However, as you read the literature,
you will become aware that some of the readings that are listed under one subarea also could fit
within other subareas. As you read, you should think about whether particular readings might be
useful to answer potential questions pertaining to several the subareas.

Immediately below are books that either review criminological literature across a number of
theoretical paradigms or that serve as a foundation for multiple theoretical paradigms.

Durkheim, E. (1933 [1893]). The Division of Labor in Society Translated by George Simpson.
New York: The Free Press.

Kornhauser, R. (1978). Social Sources of Delinquency: An Appraisal of Analytic Models.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Cullen, F., Wright, J., Blevins, K., (eds.), Taking Stock: The Status of Criminological Theory—
Advances in Criminological Theory, Volume 15. New Brunswick, NJ: Transactions Publishers.



1. Communities and Crime
1.1. Social Disorganization and Environmental Criminology

Bursik, R. (1988). Social disorganization and theories of crime and delinquency: Problems and
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New York: Oxford University Press.
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Norwood, NJ).
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and the criminology of place. Criminology, 27(1): 27-56
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Toby, J. (1957). Social disorganization and stake in conformity: complementary factors in the

predatory behavior of hoodlums. Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology, and Police Science, 48:
12-17.

Weisburd, D., Bushway, S., Lum, C., & Yang, S. (2004). Trajectories of crime at places: A
longitudinal study of street segments in the city of Seattle. Criminology, 42: 283-321.

Wikstrom, P., Ceccato, V., Hardie, B., & Treiber, K. (2010). Activity Fields and the Dynamics of
Crime: Advancing Knowledge about the Role of the Environment in Crime Causation. Journal
of Quantitative Criminology, 26: 55-87.

1.2 Community Informal Social Control

Bursik R., Jr., & Grasmick, H. (1993). Neighborhoods and crime: The dimensions of effective
community control. New York: Lexington Books.

Kasarda, J., & Janowitz, M. (1974). Community attachment in mass society. American
sociological review, 328-339.
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disorganization theory. American Journal of Sociology, 94(4):774-802.
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neighborhood. Social Forces, 76(3), 747-774.
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Crime and Delinquency, 36, 156—74.
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Criminology, 37, 789-813.



1.3. Collective Efficacy

Bellair, P. (1997). Social interaction and community crime: Examining the importance of
neighbor networks. Criminology, 35(4): 677-703.

Bellair, P. (2000). Informal surveillance and street crime: A complex relationship. Criminology,
38, 137-167.
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1.4 Community Culture and Crime
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Research 24:65-104.
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research. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice, 2, 303-328.
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The neighborhood context of racial differences. Law and Society Review, 32(4): 777-804.



Stewart, E., & Simons, R. (2006). Structure and culture in African American adolescent
violence: A partial test of the ‘code of the street’ thesis. Justice Quarterly, 23(1): 1-33.
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41(1), 73-98.

1.5. Disorder
Keizer et al. (2008). The spreading of disorder. Science, Vol. 322, No. 5908, 1681-1685.
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1.6 Concentrated Disadvantage
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policy, 2nd Edition. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Krivo, L., & Peterson, R. (1996). Extremely disadvantaged neighborhoods and urban crime.
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2. Control theory

2.1 Control theories

Hirschi, T. (1969). Causes of Delinquency. Berkeley: University of California



Kempf, K. (1993). The empirical status of Hirschi’s control theory. Advances in Criminological
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Krohn, M., & Massey, J. (1980). Social control and delinquent behavior: An examination of the
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Nye, F. (1958) Family Relationships and Delinquent Behavior. New York: John Wiley.
[Note: Read only the section on types of control.]
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2.2. Self-control
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stability of self-control: Negative evidence for the general theory of crime. Criminology, 44, 353-
396.
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Hagger, M., Chatzisarantis, N., Alberts, H., Anggono, C., Batailler, C., Birt, A., & Calvillo, D.
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Wright, J., & Beaver, K. (2005). Do parents matter in creating self-control in their children: A
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3. Social learning, Differential association, Interactional Theory

3.1 Theories and Theoretical Developments

Akers, R., (1973). Deviant behavior a social learning approach. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth

Akers, R., Krohn, M., Kaduce, L., & Rodosevich, M. (1979). Social learning and deviant
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Matsueda, R. (1988). The current state of differential association theory. Crime and
Delinquency, 34(3): 277-306.
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Thornberry, T. (1987). Toward an interactional theory of delinquency. Criminology, 25(4), 863-
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Thornberry, T., Lizotte, A., Krohn, M., Farnworth, M., & Jang, S. (1994). Delinquent peers,
beliefs, and delinquent behavior: A longitudinal test of interactional theory. Criminology, 32(1),
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3.2 Key Studies and Critical Tests
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Haynie, D. (2001). Delinquent peers revisited: Does network structure matter?
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Haynie, D., Doogan, N., Soller, B. (2014). Gender, friendship networks, and delinquency: A
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Warr, M., Stafford, M. (1991). The influence of delinquent peers: What they think or what they
do? Criminology, 29(4): 851-865.
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Weerman, F. (2011). Delinquent peers in context: A longitudinal network analysis of selection
and influence effects. Criminology, 49(1): 253-286.

Young, J. (2011). How do they ‘end up together’? A social network analysis of self-control,
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4. Anomie/Strain Theory
4.1 Classic Strain Theory and Early Mixed Models
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4.2 Institutional Anomie Theory
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Theory, Advances in Criminological Theory (vol. 15), (pp. 127-148). New Brunswick, NJ:
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Messner, S. & Rosenfeld, R. (2011). Revitalizing Merton: Institutional-Anomie Theory. Pp. 121-
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4.3 General Strain Theory
Agnew, R. (1985). A Revised Strain Theory of Delinquency. Social Forces, 64:151-167.

Agnew, R. (1992). Foundation for a general strain theory of crime and delinquency.
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Piquero, N., & Sealock, M. (2004). Gender and General Strain Theory: A Preliminary Test of
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5. Offender Decision Making: Deterrence and Rational Choice

5.1 Deterrence

Grasmick, H., & Bursik, R. (1990). Conscience, Significant Others, and Rational Choice:
Extending the Deterrence Model. Law and Society Review, 24 (No. 3):837-861.

Nagin, D. & Paternoster, R. (1994). Personal Capital and Social Control: The Deterrence
Implications of a Theory of Individual Differences in Criminal Offending.
Criminology, 32:581-604.

Paternoster, R. & Piquero, A. (1995). Reconceptualizing Deterrence: An Empirical Test of
Personal and Vicarious Experiences. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 32:251- 86.
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Piquero, A. & Pogarsky, G. (2002). Beyond Stafford and Warr’s reconceptualization of
deterrence: personal and vicarious experiences, impulsivity, and offending behavior.
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Stafford, M. & Warr, M. (1993). A reconceptualization of general and specific deterrence.
Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 30(2): 123-135.
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5.2 Rational Choice
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Clarke, R. & Cornish, D. (1985). Modeling Offenders’ Decisions: A Framework for Research
and Policy. Crime and Justice: An Annual Review of Research, Vol. 6 (pp. 147-185). Chicago,
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Paternoster, R., & Pogarsky, G. (2009). Rational choice, agency and thoughtfully reflective
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6. Routine Activities and Opportunity Frameworks

Cohen, L., & Felson, M. (1979). Social change and crime rate trends: A routine activity
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Felson, M., & Boba, R. (2010). Crime and Everyday Life. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
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Osgood, D., & Anderson, A. (2004). Unstructured socializing and rates of delinquency.
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7. Victimology
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Cohen, L., Kluegel, J., & Land, K. (1981). Social inequality and predatory criminal
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524.
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Lifestyle-Exposure Theory
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stalking victimizations. Violence Against Women 5: 43-62.

Rountree, P., Land, K., & Miethe, T. (1994). Macro-micro integration in the study of
victimization: A hierarchical logistic model analysis across Seattle neighborhoods. Criminology,
32(3), 387-414.
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Sherman, L., et al. (1992). Crime, punishment, and stake in conformity: Legal and informal
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Victimization
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