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School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Doctor of Philosophy in Criminology and Criminal Justice 

Criminal Justice Comprehensive Exam Reading List 
 
The reading list for the criminal justice comprehensive examination is designed to provide 
students with a substantive knowledge base pertaining to the societal responses to crime. The list 
includes the readings that the faculty has deemed essential knowledge for students who graduate 
from the university with the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice. You also should be familiar with relevant literature published in the major journals of the 
field and/or covered in your coursework, even if these readings do not appear on the list. Major 
journals include Criminology, Journal or Research in Crime and Delinquency, Crime and 
Delinquency, Justice Quarterly, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Journal of Criminal Law 
and Criminology, Law and Society Review, American Sociological Review, American Journal 
of Sociology, Social Problems, Social Forces, Criminal Justice and Behavior, and Journal of 
Criminal Justice. 
  
A successful examination demonstrates an ability to apply understanding of the criminal justice 
literature to broad questions facing the field. Rarely is the inclusion or exclusion of a single 
article or book sufficient to warrant a “pass” or “fail.” Instead, you must demonstrate 
conversational familiarity with relevant issues and the extant literature and show that you possess 
the knowledge base necessary to produce an informed and well thought out answer.  Thus, rather 
than simply memorize what the authors of the items on the list say, you will need to focus on 
synthesizing the literature in a way that shows you understand it and have thought about how 
individual readings might fit together.  
 
READINGS 
 
The readings below are organized into different subareas. However, as you read the literature, 
you will become aware that some of the readings that are listed under one subarea also could fit 
within other subareas. As you read, you should think about whether particular readings might be 
useful to answer potential questions pertaining to several the subareas. 

 
 

Criminal/Juvenile Courts & Law 
 
Albonetti, C. (1991). An integration of theories to explain judicial discretion. Social Problems 

38:247-266. 
 
Burstein, P. (2003). The impact of public opinion on public policy: A review and an 

agenda. Political Research Quarterly, 56: 29-40. 
 
Bernard, T. (1992). The Cycle of Juvenile Justice. New York: Oxford University Press. 
 
Bishop, D., & Frazier, C. (1988). The influence of race in juvenile justice processing. 

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 25(3): 242-263. 
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Bishop, D. (2006). Public opinion and juvenile justice: Myths and misconceptions. Criminology 
and Public Policy. 5(4): 653-664. 

 
Black, D. (1979). Common sense in the sociology of law. American Sociological Review, 

44(1):18-27. 
 
Bloom, B., Owen, B., Deschenes, E.P., & Rosenbaum, J. (2000). Moving Toward Justice for 

Female Juvenile Offenders in the New Millennium. Journal of Contemporary Criminal 
Justice. 18 (1): 37-56. 

 
Blumberg, A. (1967). The practice of law as a confidence game: Organizational cooptation of 

a profession. Law & Society Review, 1(2): 15-39. 
 
Blumstein, A. (1982). On the disproportionality of the United States' prison populations. 

Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, 73: 1259-1281. 
 
Britt, C. (2000). Social context and racial disparities in punishment decisions. Justice Quarterly, 

17(4): 707-732. 
 
Cochran, J. K., & Chamlin, M. B. (2005). Can information change public opinion? Another 

test of the Marshall hypotheses. Journal of Criminal Justice, 33: 573-584. 
 
Cohen, S. (1972). Folk Devils and Moral Panics, The Creation of the Mods and Rockers. 

New York: St. Martin’s Press. 
 
Conley, D. (1994). Adding color to a black and white picture: Using qualitative data to explain 

racial disproportionality in the juvenile justice system. Journal of Research in Crime 
and Delinquency, 31(2): 135-148. 

 
Crew, B. K. (1991). Sex differences in criminal sentencing: Chivalry or patriarchy? 

Justice Quarterly, 8: 59-83. 
 
Church, T. (1985). Examining local legal culture. American Bar Foundation Research 

Journal, 10(3): 449-518. 
 
Critcher, C. (2009). Widening the focus moral Panics as Moral Regulation. British Journal 

of Criminology, 49: 17-34. 
 
Daly, K. (1987). Rethinking Judicial Paternalism: Gender, Work-Family Relations, and  

Sentencing. Gender & Society. Vol. 3(1): 151-175 
 
Demuth, S. (2003). Racial and ethnic differences in pretrial release decisions and outcomes: A 

comparison of Hispanic, Black, and White felony arrestees. Criminology, 41(3): 873-
907. 
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Eisenstein, J., Flemming, R., & Nardulli, P. (1988). The Contours of Justice: Communities and 
their Courts. Boston: Little Brown and Company. 

 
Engen, R., Gainey, R., Crutchfield, R., & Weis, J. (2003). Discretion and disparity under 

sentencing guidelines: The role of departures and structured sentencing 
alternatives. Criminology, 41(1): 99-130. 

 
Farrell, R., Holmes, M. (1993). The social and cognitive structure of legal decision-making. 

Sociological Quarterly, 32: 529-542. 
 
Feeley, M. (1973). Two models of the criminal justice system: An organizational perspective.  

Law & Society Review, 7(3): 407-426. 
 
Feeley, M., & Simon, J. (1994). Actuarial Justice: The Emerging New Criminal Law. In D. 

Nelken (ed.) The Future of Criminology. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications 
 
Feld, B. (1998). Abolish the Juvenile Court: Youthfulness, Criminal Responsibility, and 

Sentencing Policy. Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology. 88 (1): 68-156. 
 
Fradella, H. (1998). Mandatory Minimum sentences: Arizona’s Ineffective Tool for the Social 

Control of Driving Under the Influence. Criminal Justice Policy Review. Vol. 11(2): 113-
135 

 
Gottfredson, M., & Gottfredson, D. (1988). Decision Making in Criminal Justice: 

Toward the Rational Exercise of Discretion. (2nd ed.). New York: Plenum. 
 
Gottfredson, D., Stacy, C., Najaka, S., & Kearly, B. (1998). Effectiveness of Drug Treatment 

Courts: Evidence from a Randomized Trial. Criminology & Public Policy. Vol. 2(2): 
171-196 

 
Gusfield, J. (1963). Symbolic Crusade. Status Politics and the American Temperance 

Movement. Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press. 
 
Hier, S. (2008). Thinking beyond moral panic Risk, responsibility, and the politics of 

moralization. Theoretical Criminology, 12: 173-190. 
 
Heumann, M., & Loftin, C. (1979). Mandatory sentencing and the abolition of plea 

bargaining: The Michigan felony firearm statute. Law & Society Review, 13(2): 393-
430. 

 
Johnson, B. (2006). The multilevel context of criminal sentencing: Integrating judge- 

and county-level influences. Criminology, 44(2): 259-298. 
 
Kingsnorth, R., MacIntosh, R., & Wentworth, J. (1999). Sexual assault: The role of prior 

relationship and victim characteristics in case processing. Justice Quarterly, 16(2): 
275- 302. 
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Kleck, G. (1981). Racial discrimination in criminal sentencing: A critical evaluation of the 

evidence with additional evidence on the death penalty. American Sociological 
Review, 46(6): 783-805. 

 
Koons-Witt, B. (2002). The effect of gender on the decision to incarcerate before and after the 

introduction of sentencing guidelines. Criminology, 40(2): 297-327. 
 
Kramer, J., Ulmer, J. (2002). Downward departures for serious violent offenders: Local court 

"corrections" to Pennsylvania's sentencing guidelines. Criminology, 40(4): 897-932. 
 
Lichtenstein, M. (1984). Public defenders: Dimensions of cooperation. Justice System Journal, 
 9(1): 102-110. 
 
Lin, J., Grattet, R., & Petersilia, J. (2010). "Back-end sentencing" and reimprisonment: 

Individual, organizational, and community predictors of parole sanctioning decisions. 
Criminology, 48(3): 759-795 

 
Lizotte, A. (1978). Extra-legal factors in Chicago's criminal courts: Testing the conflict model 

of criminal justice. Social Problems, 25(5): 564-580. 
 
Marvell, T., & Moody, C. (2008). Can and should criminology influence policy? 
 Suggestions for time-series cross-section studies. Criminology & Public Policy, 7(3): 

359-366 
 
Mears, D., & Field, S. (2000). Theorizing sanctioning in a criminalized juvenile court. 
 Criminology, 38(4): 983-1019. 
 
Miethe, T. (1987). Charging and plea bargaining practices under determinate sentencing: An 

investigation of the hydraulic displacement of discretion. Journal of Criminal Law 
& Criminology, 78(1): 155-176. 

 
Nardulli, P., Flemming, R., & Eisenstein, J. (1985). Criminal courts and bureaucratic 

justice: Concessions and consensus in the guilty plea process. Journal of Criminal 
Law & Criminology, 76(4): 1103-1131. 

 
Packer, H. (1968). Two Models of the Criminal Process. In H. Packer’s The Limits of the 

Criminal Sanction. Palo Alto, CA: Stanford University Press. 
 
Paternoster, R., Brame, R., Bachman, R., & Sherman, L. (1997). Do fair procedures matter? 

The effect of procedural justice on spouse assault. Law and Society Review, 31(1): 163-
204. 

 
Potter R., & Kakar, S. (2002). The Diversion Decision-Making Process from the Juvenile Court 

Practitioner’s Perspective. Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice. 18 (1): 20-36 
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Roberts, J. (1994). The Role of Criminal Record in the Federal Sentencing Guidelines.  
Criminal Justice Ethics. Winter/Spring: 21-30 

 
Rosecrance, J. (1988). Maintaining the myth of individualized justice: Probation presentence 

reports. Justice Quarterly, 5(2): 235-256. 
 
Rubinstein, M., & White, T. (1979). Alaska's ban on plea bargaining. Law & Society Review, 
 13(2): 367-383. 
 
Sabatier, P. (2007). Theories of the Policy Process. New York: Westview Press. 3-17. 
 
Sharp, E. (1999). Public policy and public opinion: The elusive connection. In Elaine 

B. Sharp. The Sometime Connection: Public Opinion and Social Policy. Albany: 
State University of New York Press. 1-36. 

 
Sherman, L. (1993). Defiance, deterrence, and irrelevance: A theory of the criminal sanction. 

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 30(4): 445-473. 
 
Spohn, C. (2000). Thirty years of sentencing reform: The quest for a racially neutral 

sentencing process. Criminal Justice, 3: 427-501. 
 
Spohn, C., & Cederblom, J. (1991). Race and Disparities in Sentencing: A Test of the Liberation 

Hypothesis. Justice Quarterly. Vol. 8(3): 305-328 
 
Steen, S., Engen, R., & Gainey, R. (2005). Images of danger: Racial stereotyping, 

case processing, and criminal sentencing. Criminology, 43: 435-468. 
 
Steffensmeier, D., & Britt, C. (2001). Judges' race and judicial decision making: Do 

black judges sentence differently? Social Science Quarterly, 82(4): 749-764. 
 
Steffensmeier, D., & Demuth, S. (2001). Ethnicity and judges sentencing decisions: 

Hispanic- Black-White comparisons. Criminology, 39(1): 145-178. 
 
Steffensmeier, D., Ulmer, J., & Kramer, J. (1998). The interaction of race, gender and age in 

criminal sentencing: The punishment cost of being young, black, and male. 
Criminology, 36(4): 763-797. 

 
 Stemen, D., & Rengifo, A. (2011). Policies and imprisonment: The impact of structured 

sentencing and determinate sentencing on state incarceration rates, 1978-2004. Justice 
Quarterly, 28(1): 174 

 
Sudnow, D. (1965). Normal crimes: Sociological features of the penal code in a 

public defender office. Social Problems, 12(3): 255-276. 
 
Tanenhaus, D. (2004). Chapters 1 & 2. Juvenile Justice in the Making. New York: Oxford 

University Press 
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Tata, C., 2019. Ritual Individualization: Creative Genius at Sentencing, Mitigation, and 

Conviction. Journal of Law and Society 46.1 (2019): 112-140. 
 
Ulmer, J., & Johnson, B. (2004). Sentencing in context: A multilevel analysis. Criminology, 
 42(1): 137-177. 
 
Ulmer, J. T. (2019). Criminal Courts as Inhabited Institutions: Making Sense of Difference and 

Similarity in Sentencing. Crime and Justice, 48 (1): 483-522 
 
Walker, S. (1992). Origins of the contemporary criminal justice paradigm: The American 

Bar Foundation survey, 1953-1969. Justice Quarterly, 9(1): 47-76. 
 
Wooldredge, J., Griffin, T., & Rauschenberg, F. (2005). (Un)anticipated effects of sentencing 

reform on the disparate treatment of defendants. Law & Society Review, 40(4): 835-874. 
 
Wooldredge, J. (1998). Analytical rigor in studies of disparities in criminal case processing. 
 Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 14(2): 155-179. 
 
Worden, A. (1996). The judge's role in plea bargaining: An analysis of judges' agreement 

with prosecutors' sentencing recommendations. Justice Quarterly, 12(2): 257-275 
 
 

Policing 
 

Bittner, E. (1974). Florence Nightingale in Pursuit of Willie Sutton:  A Theory of the Police, in 
Herbert Jacob, ed., The potential for reform of criminal justice.  Beverly Hills: Sage. 

 
Bittner, E. (1970). The functions of police in modern society. Chevy Chase, MD: National 

Institute of Mental Health. 
 
Bittner, E. (1967). The police on skid-row: A study of peace keeping. American Sociological 

Review, 32: 699-715. 
 
Black, D. (1971). The social organization of arrest. Stanford Law Review, 23: 1087-1111. 
 
Black, D. (1976). The Behavior of Law. New York: Academic Press. 
 
Black, D. (1983). Crime as social control. American Sociological Review, 48(1): 34-45. 
 
Braga, A., Brunson, R. K., & Drakulich, K. M. (2019). Race, place, and effective 

policing. Annual Review of Sociology, 45, 535-555. 
 
Braga, A., Turchan, B., Papachristos, A., & Hureau, D. (2019). Hot spots policing and crime 

reduction: an update of an ongoing systematic review and meta-analysis. Journal of 
Experimental Criminology, 1-23. 
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Braga, A., Kennedy D., Waring E., & Piehl A. (2001). Problem-oriented policing, deterrence, 

and youth violence: An evaluation of Boston's Operation Ceasefire. Journal of Research 
in Crime and Delinquency, 38(3): 195-225. 

 
Braithwaite, J., & Biles D., (1980). Empirical verification and Black's The Behavior of Law. 

American Sociological Review, 45(2): 334-338. 
 
Brown, M. (1981) Working the Street: Police discretion and the dilemmas of reform. New York: 

Russell Sage Foundation. 
 
Brunson, R. (2007). Police don't like black people: African‐America n young men's accumulated 

police experiences. Criminology & public policy, 6(1), 71-101. 
 
Clarke, R. (1983) Situational crime prevention: Its theoretical basis and practical scope. Crime 

and Justice, 225-256. 
 
Crank, J., & Langworthy R. (1992). An institutional perspective of policing. Journal of Criminal 

Law & Criminology, 83: 338-363. 
 
Davis, R., Smith B., & Taylor, B. (2003). Increasing the proportion of domestic violence arrests 

that are prosecuted: A natural experiment in Milwaukee. Criminology & Public Policy, 
2(2): 263-281. 

 
Dugan, L. (2003). Domestic violence legislation: Exploring its impact on the likelihood of 

domestic violence, police involvement, and arrest. Criminology & Public Policy, 2(2): 
283-311. 

 
Eck, J., & Spelman, W. (1987). Who ya gonna call? The police as problem-busters. Crime & 

Delinquency, 33(1): 31-52 
 
Engel, R., & Silver, E. (2001). Policing mentally disordered suspects: A reexamination of the 

criminalization hypothesis. Criminology, 39(2): 225-252. 
 
Epp, C., Maynard-Moody, S., & Haider-Markel, D. (2014). Pulled over: How police stops define 

race and citizenship. University of Chicago Press. 
 
Felson, R., Messner, S., & Hoskin, A. (1999). The victim-offender relationship and calling the 

police in assaults. Criminology, 37(4): 931-947. 
 
Friedrich, R. (1980). Police Use of Force:  Individuals, Situations, and Organizations. Annals of 

the American academy of political and social science, 452, 82-97. 
 
Fyfe, J. (1988). Police use of deadly force: Research and reform. Justice Quarterly, 5,165-205. 
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Fyfe, J. & Walker, J. (1990). Garner plus five years: An examination of Supreme Court 
intervention into police discretion and legislative prerogatives. American Journal of 
Criminal Justice, 14(2): 167-188. 

 
Gaston, S. (2019). Producing race disparities: A study of drug arrests across place and race. 

Criminology, 57(3), 424-451. 
 
Goldstein, H. (1979). Improving policing: A problem-oriented approach. Crime & Delinquency, 

24: 236-258. 
 
Goldstein, J. (1960). Police discretion not to invoke the criminal process: Low visibility 

decisions in the administration of justice. Yale Law Journal, 69(4): 543-594. 
 
Gordon, D. (1991). The Justice Juggernaut: Fighting Street Crime, Controlling Citizens. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
 
Groff, E., Ratcliffe, J., Haberman, C., Sorg, E., Joynce, N., & Raylor, R. (2015). Does what 

police do at hot spots matter? The Philadelphia policing tactics experiment. Criminology, 
53, 23-53. 

 
Hembroff, L. (1987). The seriousness of acts and social contexts: A test of Black's theory of the 

behavior of law. American Journal of Sociology, 93(2): 322-347. 
 
Huizinga, D., & Elliot, D. (1987). Juvenile offenders: Prevalence, offender incidence, and arrest 

rates by race. Crime & Delinquency, 33(2): 206-223 
 
Ingram, J., Terrill, W., & Paoline, E. (2018). Police culture and officer behavior: Application of a 

multilevel framework. Criminology, 56(4), 780-811. 
 
Kane, R. (2002). The social ecology of police misconduct. Criminology, 40(4): 867-896 
 
Kane, R. (2005). Compromised police legitimacy as a predictor of violent crime in structurally 

disadvantaged communities. Criminology, 43: 469-98. 
 
Katz, C. (2001). The establishment of a police gang unit: An examination of organizational and 

environmental factors. Criminology, 39(1): 37-73. 
 
Kelling, G., & Bratton W. (1998). Declining crime rates: Insiders' views of the New York City 

story. Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, 88(4): 1217-1231 
 
Klinger, D. (1994). Demeanor or crime? Why "hostile" citizens are more likely to be arrested. 

Criminology, 32(3): 475-493. 
 
Klinger, D. (1997). Negotiating order in patrol work: An ecological theory of police response to 

deviance. Criminology, 35(2): 277-306. 
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Knox, D., Lowe, W., & Mummolo, J. (2020). Administrative records mask racially biased 
policing. American Political Science Review. Available at 
https://scholar.princeton.edu/jmummolo/publications/bias-built-how-administrative-
records-mask-racially-biased-policing. 

 
Leo, R. (1996). The impact of Miranda revisited. Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, 

86(3), 621-692 
 
MacDonald, J., & Braga, A. (2019). Did post-Floyd et al. reforms reduce racial disparities in 

NYPD stop, question, and frisk practices? An exploratory analysis using external and 
internal benchmarks. Justice Quarterly, 36(5), 954-983. 

 
MacQueen, S., & Bradford, B. (2017). Where did it all go wrong? Implementation failure—and 

more—in a field experiment of procedural justice policing. Journal of experimental 
criminology, 13(3), 321-345. 

 
Mastrofski, S., Snipes, J., & Supina, A. (1996). Compliance on demand: The public's response to 

specific police requests. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 33(3): 269-305. 
 
Mastrofski, S., Snipes J., Parks, R., & Maxwell, C. (2000). The helping hand of the law: Police 

control of citizens on request. Criminology, 38(2): 307-342. 
 
Maxwell, C., Garner, J., & Fagan, J. (2002). The preventive effects of arrest on intimate partner 

violence: Research, policy and theory. Criminology & Public Policy, 2(1): 51-79. 
 
Mazerolle, L., Antrobus, E., Bennett, S., & Tyler, T. (2013). Shaping citizen perceptions of 

police legitimacy: A randomized field trial of procedural justice. Criminology, 51(1), 33-
63. 

 
Mazerolle, L., Kadleck, C., & Roehl, J. (1998). Controlling drug and disorder problems: The role 

of place managers. Criminology, 36(2): 371-403. 
 
McGarrel, E., Chermak, S., Weiss, A., & Wilson, J. (2001). Reducing firearms violence through 

directed police patrol. Criminology & Public Policy, 1(1): 119-148. 
 
Muir, W., Jr. (1977). Police: Streetcorner politicians. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. (2018). Proactive policing: Effects 

on crime and communities. National Academies Press. 
 
Neil, R., & Winship, C. (2019). Methodological challenges and opportunities in testing for racial 

discrimination in policing. Annual Review of Criminology, 2, 73-98. 
 
Nix, J., Pickett, J., & Mitchell, R. (2019), Compliance, noncompliance, and the in-between: 

Causal effects of civilian demeanor on police officers’ cognitions and emotions. Journal 
of Experimental Criminology, 15(4), 611-639. 

https://scholar.princeton.edu/jmummolo/publications/bias-built-how-administrative-records-mask-racially-biased-policing
https://scholar.princeton.edu/jmummolo/publications/bias-built-how-administrative-records-mask-racially-biased-policing
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O'Brien, D., Farrell, C. & Welsh, B. (2019). Looking through broken windows: The impact of 

neighborhood disorder on aggression and fear of crime is an artifact of research design. 
Annual Review of Criminology, 2, 53-71. 

 
Ouellet, M., Hashimi, S., Gravel, J., & Papachristos, A. (2019). Network exposure and excessive 

use of force: Investigating the social transmission of police misconduct. Criminology & 
Public Policy, 18(3), 675-704. 

 
Packer, H. (1968). The limits of the criminal sanction. Stanford: Stanford University Press. 
 
Paoline, E., III. (2003). Taking Stock: Toward a richer understanding of police culture. Journal 
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Paternoster, R., Brame, R., Bachman, R., & Sherman, L. (1997). Do fair procedures matter? The 

effect of procedural justice on spouse assault. Law and Society Review, 31(1): 163-204 
 
Peyton, K., Sierra-Arevalo, M., Rand, D. (2019). A field experiment on community policing and 

police legitimacy. PNAS. Doi:10.1073//pnas.1910157116. 
 
Piliavin, I., Briar, S. (1964). Police encounter with juveniles. American Journal of Sociology, 

70(2): 206-214. 
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Reisig, M. (2010). Community and problem-oriented policing. Crime and justice, 39(1), 1-53. 
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Rosenfeld, R., & Wallman, J. (2019). Did de‐policing cause the increase in homicide 

rates? Criminology & Public Policy, 18(1), 51-75. 
 
Sherman, L. (2018). Reducing fatal police shootings as system crashes: Research, theory, and 
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Sherman, L., & Berk, R. (1984). The specific deterrent effects of arrest for domestic assault. 
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Sherman, L. (1993). Defiance, deterrence, and irrelevance: A theory of the criminal sanction. 

Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 30(4): 445-473 
 
Sherman, L., Gartin, P., & Buerger, M. (1989). Hot spots of predatory crime: Routine activities 

and the criminology of place. Criminology, 27(1): 27-55 
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