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_IPSR

Institute for Policv & Social Research

The Intellectual Home for Social Science Research at KU
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Institute for Policy & Social
Research Mission

e Facilitate and support fundamental, cross-disciplinary research on
social problems and issues.

e Foster and support the scholarly community for policy and social
sciences at KU.

e Conduct policy-relevant research to Kansas state and local
government and the federal government.

* Create the intellectual home for funded social science research at KU.
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Kansas State Data Center

The SDC is a partnership with the U.S. Census
Bureau. IPSR works with the Census Bureau to
provide training and assistance in the use of Census
data, provide feedback on products and data, and
assist with local Census efforts.

IPSR was designated as the lead agency in
November 2018 and has served as a coordinating
agency since the program started in 1982.
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Kansas Statistical Abstract

e |IPSR produces the annual Kansas Statistical
Abstract

* |ncludes state and national data on:

e Agriculture, Banking and Finance, Business &
Industry, Climate, Communications, Courts,
Education, Employment & Earnings, Energy &
Natural Resources, Government, Housing &
Construction, Income, Parks, Population,
Transportation, Vital Statistics & Health.
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Issues with Data Access and
Integrity
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Issues with Data Access and
Integrity: Staff are Disappearing

 Margaret Levenstein and John Kubale from the
University of Michigan wrote about this problem in
the Conversation: https://theconversation.com/data-that-taxpayers-have-paid-for-

and-rely-on-is-disappearing-heres-how-its-happening-and-what-you-can-do-about-it-251787

* The federal government has eliminated so many
workers that few people remain to vet data and
process requests.

 The Census Bureau has lost over 1,000 employees
 The 2030 Census is now at risk
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Issues with Data Access and
Integrity: Data are Disappearing

 ResearchData.Gov reports data that are no
longer available.
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Issues with Data Access and Integrity: The
Data Community is Stepping in to Address
these challenges

* Data Rescue Project
Is Preserving Data

e Data on Climate,
Science and Health
are especially at
risk

€he New Nork Times

E.PA. To Stop Collecting Emissions
Data From Polluters

The data, from thousands of coal-burning power plants, oil
refineries, steel mills and other industrial facilities, is the country’s
most comprehensive way to track greenhouse gases.
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The WayBack Machine has versions of the
discontinued page which shows the tables we

State and Local Data NCEESE.qon e ooy 27,

2025 version.

e Several Data Series are being discontinued
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State and Local Data Quality

* The American
Community Survey has
had difficulty with
gathering data in rural
areas.

e This leads to
significant data quality
Issues.
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Examples of Delayed or
Discontinued Data

 This data has
not been

updated since
2021.

e Expenditures
per pupil are
relevant for
public policy.

e Data from
NCES.

2025 DATA AND RESEARCH SERIES FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT @ | CENTER FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS RESEARCH



Examples of Delayed or

Discontinued Data

 This data has not

been updated
since 2022.

e STEM degrees are
high-paying and
important for
Innovation.

e Data from NSF.
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Conclusions

 The U.S. has under-invested in data infrastructure.
Survey response rates are down as is data quality.

e The federal government has eliminated so many
workers that few people remain to vet data and
process requests.

e State and local data are especially vulnerable to
reductions in data collection efforts due to budgets
and/or staff.

 Why is this important: Lord Kelvin: If you cannot
measure it, you cannot improve it.
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