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What will it take to protect the 
credibility and availability of 

data in a time of rapid change 
and growing skepticism?
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What are those rapid changes?

Photo: U.S. Census Bureau, FOSDIC (Film Optical Sensing Device for Input to 
Computers) for 1960 Census

Examples from 2024…
• Survey response rates falling.
• American Community Survey 

sample size hasn’t kept up with 
population.

• Current Population Survey faced 
budget cuts and sample size 
reduction (averted).

• Bureau of Labor Statistics scaled 
back reporting on consumer 
prices.

• Bureau of Economic Analysis 
discontinued state & county 
employment, farm income, nat’l 
self-employment by industry, etc…

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/cps.html
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
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Pace of threats 
sped up in 2025.
• Cuts to budgets, contracts, and staff.
• Widespread discontinuation of data.
• Deletion of taxpayer-funded public data, 

tools, and websites.
• Termination of scientific advisory 

committees (an important mechanism for 
unbiased oversight).

• Full list here: https://tinyurl.com/TerminatedCommittees  

• Reports of unauthorized access to 
confidential data (reduces public trust 
even if not all reports are verified).

• Removal of agency leaders for political 
reasons.

• Replacing Chief Statistician with a political 
appointee.

Source: https://www.amstat.org/the-nations-data-at-risk-year-
two-ongoing-monitoring

Photo: Daniel Lincoln via UnSplash
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Example 1: Employment Data
What’s happening?
In addition to removal of BLS 
Commissioner…
• In late 2024 Bureau of Economic 

Analysis (BEA) suspended data on
• State/local farm/nonfarm empl.
• Personal current transfer 

payments.
• Many other state/local series…

Why does it matter?
• BEA provides the most 

comprehensive measure of jobs, 
incl. “gig work,” family farms, 
commission-based, and others 
missed in BLS wage & salary stats.

Source: https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics

https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics
https://www.bea.gov/data/discontinued-or-delayed-statistics


2025 DATA AND RESEARCH SERIES FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT

Example 2: Price Data

• What’s happening?
• BLS suspended Consumer Price Index (CPI) data collection in 3 cities (Buffalo, NY; Lincoln, NE; Provo, UT)
• Reduced CPI sample size by ~15% in all other locations.
• Suspended ~350 Producer Price Indices.

• Why does it matter?
• CPI sets cost of living increases for Social Security, safety net programs, and (at some companies) 

wages/salaries.
• Businesses use PPI for planning.

Sources: https://www.bls.gov/cpi/notices/2025/collection-reduction.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm

https://www.bls.gov/cpi/notices/2025/collection-reduction.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/notices/2025/collection-reduction.htm
https://www.bls.gov/cpi/notices/2025/collection-reduction.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
https://www.bls.gov/ppi/notices/2025/bls-to-discontinue-selected-ppis.htm
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Example 3: American Community 
Survey (ACS)
• What’s happening?

• Proposals to make ACS voluntary 
and to limit non-response follow-
up.

• Cuts to staffing at the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

• Cuts to contracts ending key 
outreach programs like the ACS 
Data Users Group.

• Why does it matter?
• Poorer quality data, especially for 

small populations and rural areas.
• Less communication between 

agency and data users.
• Loss of public trust.

Sources: https://www.nlc.org/article/2025/03/25/5-reasons-the-american-community-survey-is-essential-for-cities/
https://thecensusproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ACS-Funding-fact-sheet-3-25.pdf
https://thecensusproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ACS-Fact-Sheet-With-Map-3-2025.pdf
https://thecensusproject.org/the-urgent-national-need-to-enhance-the-quality-and-timeliness-of-acs-data/
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What will it take to protect the 
credibility and availability of 

data in a time of rapid change 
and growing skepticism?
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Photo: George Pagan III via UnSplash
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For Early Warnings on Changes, 
Follow and Subscribe to dataindex.us 

https://dataindex.us/
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To Keep Up To Date
Join the Federal Data Forum.
federaldataforum.prb.org 

http://federaldataforum.prb.org
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