








New form on
CPAR Website
for Census
Data Requests

Select from topics of
Interest in
demographics,
economics, housing,
and social
categories
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Scan QR Code to View:

* Participant Materials
* Presentation Slides
* Evaluation



2024 Public Outreach

Outreach
» 37 presentations, webinars, podcasts or panel
discussions as a speaker or featured guest

Media Mentions

* Featured in 116 stories across various outlets
including KETV NewsWatch 7, First Alert 6,
KMTV 3 News Now, 10/11 NOW KOLN/KGIN,
KLKN-TV Channel 8, Nebraska Examiner, Omaha
World Herald, Lincoln Journal Star, Flatwater
Free Press, The Grand Island Independent,
Kearney Hub, Norfolk Daily News, The
Columbus Telegram, and more
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From State Leaders to

National Contenders?

Visualizing Growth in
Nebraska’s Two Largest
Metropolitan Areas |
Omaha and Lincoln

Josie Gatti Schafer, Ph.D.

Director
Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha

2025 DATA AND RESEARCH SERIES FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT



Comparing Omaha and Lincoln to the rest of Nebraska offers

limited insight. They truly lead the state on a wide range of
metrics.

Number of business establishments by county 2022

Source: U.S. Census Bueau, American Community Survey, 5-year Estimates
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Are we national contenders?

25. Lincoln, Nebraska

Best Places 2024-2025 Rank: 24
Population: 297,005

Median Home Price: $234,589
Median Household Income: $77,421
Unemployment Rate: 3.26%

With top employers including Bryan Medical Center, the University of Nebraska, student loan
processor Nelnet and Ameritas Life Insurance Corp., Lincoln offers a varied economy that
outperformed many parts of the U.S. in the post-pandemic recovery, according to the St. Louis
Federal Reserve. In Nebraska's capital, nearly a quarter of all workers are employed by the state
government, but the city's other prominent industries include trade, transportation and utilities,
education and health services, and leisure and hospitality. The median household income is
$77,421. The unemployment rate is just 3.26%, the third lowest out of the 150 top cities in this
year's ranking.
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Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs)

A Metropolitan Statistical Area is a geographic region that
includes:

* At least one urbanized area with 50,000+ people

* Adjacent entire counties that have strong social and economic
integration with the urban core, primarily measured through
commuting patterns

* Core urban area is identified using Decennial Census data

* Commuting ties to surrounding counties are assessed using
the American Community Survey

MSA boundaries are updated each decade based on the
latest data

* In Nebraska and nationally most live in MSAs

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/metro-micro/about.html
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From Allison Shafer, Supervisory Geographer at the U.S. Census Bureau
at the 2023 Data and Research Series for Community Impact
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Data Sources
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POPU|Gt|0n Estimates * U.S. Census Bureau Population

Estimates Vintage 2024
* Statistical and administrative process
calibrated to the Decennial Census.
* Timely resource for population totals:
* National, State Population Total
Estimates and “Components of
Change” in December

— et 1 Topics Data&Maps  Surveys & Programs — Resource Library | Seech b svens rseorces, and more

Population and Housing Unit
Estimates Tables

w o m e m w * County and Metro “Components
2024 of Change” in March

ggztimczgglzzopulation by Characteristics: i City G n d Al | D e m O g rq p h i C

. , ras natiana pcpulat:'as:irrsresb)'-=Emar2ph‘=='5'5ﬂ5'sli5 ”C h G rq Cte ri Sti CS ” i n J u |y

g:)unty Population Totals: 2020-2024

T r"m ourty popLiatien esfimates ot 2nd companerts “"‘"“_ﬂe ¢ H OW tO Access

- o https://www.census.gov/programs-
Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical

Areas Toas: 20202024 surveys/popest.html
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/popest.html

American Community Survey

* 3.5 million respondents annually
* A Pew Research Center poll is
about 1,500 respondents
* Can take up to 40 minutes to
complete:
* Demographics
* Economics - focus in this
presentation
* Socidl
* Housing

* 1-year estimates 2023 released
September for populations 65,000+

* 5-year estimates 2023, December, all

+  https://opportunity.nebrask counties, places, zip code tabulation

a.gov/regions/ areas, and census tracts - range between
1,200 and 8,000 people, optimally 4,000

e How to Access
 data.census.gov

e cpar.unomaha.edu/sdc
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https://data.census.gov/
https://www.unomaha.edu/college-of-public-affairs-and-community-service/center-for-public-affairs-research/programs/nebraska-state-data-center.php
https://data.census.gov/
https://data.census.gov/
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/questionnaires/2023/quest23.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/our-methods/u-s-surveys/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.pewresearch.org/our-methods/u-s-surveys/frequently-asked-questions/

Why Aren’t We Using Bureau of Labor Statistics Data for
Our Economic Data?

* BLS quality highest at the
state or metro levels, less so
for rural

* Smaller sample sizes of
monthly data - CPS is
appx. 60,000 a month
nationally™

* Multiple surveys and
administrative data often
combined - statistical updates
common

* Seasonal fluctuations/monthly
data

* Varied access limitations
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Zillow Data

* Housing is a particularly dynamic
market

» Zillow estimates 80-90% of all
sales are captured in the data
*higher in the metros but lower in
rural areas

* Rich in detail and easy to access

2023 1-year
Median Home

Price Owner

* How to Access

https://www.zillow.com

/research/data/

2023 5-year
Median Home
Price Owner

Zillow Median
Home Sale Price
July 2024 March
2025

Occupied
Omaha Metro $278,300

Lincoln Metro $277,300

Occupied
$248,100

$257,500

$287,700
$271,500

$280,500
$284,106
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https://www.zillow.com/research/data/

In 2024, the Omaha MSA surpassed 1 million in population.

Lincoln surpassed 350,000.
Total population 2024 by MSA with regional comparison

;2 a
58,829 20M
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Omaha and Lincoln MSA growth 2020 to 2024 - 3.3% and

2.9% respectively - are average in the region.
Percent change in population 2020 to 2024

! -
-4.5% 18.7%
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Examining population and growth over time reveals a set of
national population peers for Omaha

Total population 2010, 2020, and 2024 and percent change in
population 2020 to 2024. Sorted on population 2024.
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Examining population and growth over time reveals a set of
national population peers for Lincoln

Total population 2010, 2020, and 2024 and percent change in
population 2020 to 2024. Sorted on population 2024.
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Nebraska population grew 0.88% 2023 to 2024 surpassing
the 2 million mark, driven by international immigration and

natural change
Components of population change 2010 to 2024

Source: U.S. Census Bueau, Population Estimates

2025 DATA AND RESEARCH SERIES FOR COMMUNITY IMPACT



Consistent with the state, Nebraska’s largest MSAs show strong

positive natural change
Natural change 2020 to 2024 by MSA
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