
 
 
 

BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENS 

Dr. Martha S. Jones is the Society of Black Alumni 
Presidential Professor and Professor of History at the Johns 
Hopkins University. She is the author, most recently, of 
Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in 
Antebellum America. Her work explores the ways African 
American activists radically transformed the terms of 
citizenship for all Americans. Through battles in legislatures, 
conventions, and courthouses, these activists remade 
national belonging.  
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