Welcome

We extend a cordial welcome to all participants of this year’s European Studies Conference. This interdisciplinary gathering of scholars has facilitated an active exchange of ideas, insights and reflections for over thirty years. We are now looking forward to another stimulating and productive series of sessions that will focus upon multifaceted perspectives on the present, past and future of the European continent.

We wish you a pleasant and rewarding stay in Omaha!

Tatyana Novikov

Conference Coordinator

Conference Steering Committee

Mark Celinscak, History

Halla Kim, Philosophy

Jody Neathery-Castro, Political Science

Robert Nash, University Library

Tatyana Novikov, Foreign Languages

Michael Peterson, Geography-Geology
Juliette Parnell, Foreign Languages

Martina Saltamacchia, History

Paul Williams, Religion

General Information

Location of the Conference
The 42nd annual European Studies Conference will take place at the Milo Bail Student Center on the campus of the University of Nebraska at Omaha. You will be able to sign in, receive informational materials, and the final version of this year’s program in the designated registration area there.  Members of the ESC Steering Committee and our interns will welcome you and gladly answer any questions you may have. 

Shuttle Service

Complimentary shuttle service will be available on a regular schedule between the conference hotel, the Courtyard Marriott-Downtown Omaha, and the campus.  Please note the schedule in the Accommodations Section of the ESC website.

Parking
In case you wish to drive to the conference, we suggest that you please park in the parking garage on the east side of the UNO campus (structure 11 on the map below). To get to the garage, please take Dodge Street and then University Drive East. You will park in the lower level (southern entrance) and then walk to the Milo Bail Student Center (structure 18 on the map below). On the keypad use code:  (pending) #. On Saturdays parking is free anywhere on campus.

Reception on Thursday Evening

Participants of the European Studies Conference are most cordially invited to an informal reception with complimentary food and refreshments on Thursday at 5:30-7:00pm at Local Beer, Patio and Kitchen. This grill bar is located at 902 Dodge Street, across the street from the conference hotel, at the intersection of 9th and Dodge Street. Tel.: (402) 315-4301.
The Orv Menard Lecture: Friday Luncheon Special Guest Speaker 

At our annual Friday luncheon, Dr. Martina Saltamacchia will address conference participants. Dr. Saltamacchia is Assistant Professor of Medieval History and Director of Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Her current research projects center on the fundraising for the Cathedral of Milan and on Marco Carelli, a very wealthy Milanese merchant who in 1390 decided to donate nearly all of his immense patrimony to jump-start the construction of that church. Dr. Saltamacchia is the author of two books on the Cathedral of Milan and the people who donated money and goods for the work. Her research is also published in scholarly journals and edited collections both in US and abroad. The title of her keynote address is “They Lived in Hovels and Built Cathedrals: The Construction of the Cathedral of Milan."

No-Host Dinner on Friday Evening

Please plan to join us for a no-host dinner at Le Bouillon Restaurant. This restaurant features regional culinary heritage of France. The cost of the dinner is approximately $15-30. This restaurant is located in Downtown Omaha at 1017 Howard Street. Tel.: (402) 502-6816.  

Conference Proceedings

Presenters at the European Studies Conference are encouraged to submit their papers to be published in online Conference Proceedings, ISSN 2476-0269. The editor of the Proceedings is Juliette Parnell. Submissions should be sent directly to her at jparnell@unomaha.edu. For specific details and format requirements, please see our website. If you have any questions regarding the Proceedings, please contact the editor. 
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2017 Program Overview

Thursday, October 5
5:30 PM –7:00 PM……………….. ……………………………………………….Conference Reception

Local Beer, Patio and Kitchen, 902 Dodge Street, Omaha, NE.
Friday, 6 October

8:00 AM – 12:00PM; 2:00PM- 5:00 PM………Registration…………………………….Student Center
9:00 AM – 10:15AM…………………………………………………………………………Session One
Panel 1: German Literature of Exile…......…………………………………….……………...Dodge Room A 

Panel 2:  The Inspirational Uses of Art……………...…………………………………………Jenkins Room 
Panel 3: Views on Modern Spanish Writings…….……………………………. ………….U Mo Ho Room 
Panel 4: East Central Europe: Past and Present.……………………..…………………………Gallery Room
Panel 5: Fundamentalism as Religious and Cultural Conflict..……………..………………….Council Room

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM…………………………………………………………………………………Break

10:30 – 11:45 AM…………………………………………………………………………….Session Two
Panel 6: Medieval Sources and Narratives..……………………………….………….……....Dodge Room A
Panel 7: Women in European Politics………………………………………....………….……Jenkins Room 
Panel 8: Reflections on British Literature……….………….…………..……………….…...U Mo Ho Room 
Panel 9: Examinations in French/Francophone Literature  ………………….……………...   Gallery Room
Panel 10: Ancient Philosophic Influences ……………..……………………………………..Council Room

12:00 – 1:45 PM………Conference Luncheon……Ballroom at the Milo Bail Student Center
Welcome, Dr. David Boocker, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Nebraska-Omaha. “They Lived in Hovels and Built Cathedrals: The Construction of the Cathedral of Milan," Martina Saltamacchia, guest speaker. Dr. Saltamacchia is Assistant Professor of Medieval History and Director of Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Cost of conference luncheon is included in presenter registration fee.

2:00 – 3:15PM…………………………………………………………………………………Session Three
Panel 11: European History and Cultural Heritage ……………….…….……………..……..Dodge Room A
Panel 12: What Have We Got to Lose? Digitizing Print Scholarship and Creating Online Archives: 
                Lessons from the George Eliot Archive.....................................................................Jenkins Room 
Panel 13: Film: Inspirations for Film …….…………….…………………………………..  U Mo Ho Room

Panel 14: Studies in Classical Philosophy …….……..…………………….…………….…    Gallery Room
Panel 15: European Integration and National Security……………………………………….. Council Room
3:15 PM – 3:30 PM…………………………………………………………………………………..Break

3:30 – 4:45 PM………………………………………………………………………………….Session Four

Panel 16: Philosophical Musings……………………………………………………………..Dodge Room A
Panel 17: Some New Perspectives in European Cinema since 1970 ………………...………Jenkins Room

Panel 18: Aspects of Spanish Literature and Comparative Literatures ……...........................U Mo Ho Room 

Panel 19: European Intellectual History: Interpreting Sources…....……..………….………... Gallery Room 

Panel 20: Brexit and the World ……………………………………………………..……….  Council Room

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM                                                                                                                No-Host Dinner
Le Bouillon Restaurant, 1017 Howard St. Shuttle departs from the Courtyard Marriott-Downtown Omaha at 6:45 PM. Shuttle departs from Le Bouillon at 9:00 PM. 

Not included in registration fee. Sign up at the Student Center Registration desk.

Saturday, 7 October
8:00 AM – 9:00AM ………………………..Registration………………………………….Student Center

9:00 AM – 10:15 AM .…………………………………………………………………………..Session Five
Panel 21: Philosophy: Bible Stories …………………….......…………………………………Jenkins Room   
Panel 22: Philosophical Motifs in European Fictions…  …………………………..….……U Mo Ho  Room  

Panel 23: Ancient and Medieval Art and Economy ……….………………………..……….Dodge Room A 
2017 PROGRAM
Thursday, October 5
5:30 PM –7:00 PM……………….. ……………………………………………….Conference Reception

Local Beer, Patio and Kitchen, 902 Dodge Street, Omaha, NE.
Friday, 6 October

8:00AM – 12:00PM; 2:00PM-5:00PM………..Registration…………………………….Student Center 
9:00AM – 10:15AM…………………………………………………………………………Session One
German Literature of Exile…………………………………………………………………Dodge Room A

Chair:

TBA
Papers:
1. “The Exiles of Klaus Mann’s Der Vulkan,” Donald R. Sunnen, Virginia Military Institute
2. “Memory, Amnesia and Identity: The Case of W.G. Sebald’s Austerlitz,” Ralph W. Buechler, 
     University of Nevada, Las Vegas
3.  “The Inescapable Niemandsländer of Exile: The Tenuous Legality of the Refugee’s Existence in Exile

      From National Socialism as Manifest in German Exile Literature of the Period 1933-1945,” Gabrielle

      K. Frawley, University of Kansas and Washburn University
The Inspirational Uses of Art.……………………………………………………..………… …….Jenkins Room
Chair:  
TBA  
Papers:

 1.  “Daniel Spoerri’s Collaborative Artistic Identity: Synergies in Motion,” Leda Cempellin, South 

       Dakota State University  
2. “Dismantling Constructs of Deviance: The Troubling Portrayal of Disability in Contemporary Italian 

     Art,” Lucienne Auz, Memphis College of Art
3. “Artsbridge: A Design for Healing through the Arts,” Elaine Slater, Wentworth Institute of Technology 

Views on Modern Spanish Writings…………………………………………….…………..U Mo Ho Room 
Chair:

TBA
Papers:

 1. “She Lived to Bear Witness: Kristallnacht in Max Aub’s One-Act Play De algún tiempo a esta parte,” 
      Dieudonné Afatsawo, Hampden-Sydney College
2.  “The Art of Journaling in 99 Letters to Kafka,” Ana I. Carballal, University of Nebraska-Omaha 

3. “Liberalism and Republicanism in the Spanish ‘Generation of 1808’,” José A. Valero, University of 

     Wisconsin – Eau Claire 

East Central Europe: Past and Present…………….…………………………….Gallery Room 
Chair:

TBA 
Papers:
1.  “Economic Nationalism vs. European Centralism: Poland and Hungary vs. the European Union,” 

      Erwin F. Erhardt, III, University of  Cincinnati
2. “Transformation: Hopes, Shock, and New Order,” Łukasz W. Niparko, European University Viadrina, 
     Germany, Adam Mickiewicz University, Poland, and Jayantha Jayman, St. Lawrence University
3. “The Christian Orthodox Work Ethic and Its Implications for Economic Development: An Empirical

     Study of Macedonia,” Nela Mrchkovska, University of Oklahoma
Fundamentalism as Religious and Cultural Conflict…………………………………………Council Room

Chair:

TBA
Papers:
1. “The Fundamentalisms of Our Time: Fundamentalism as a Problem of Culture, not Religion,” Michael  

      Carper, Lindenwood University 
2. “Islam, Violence, and the European Migrant Crisis,” John A. Houston, Saint John’s University, 

     Collegeville Minnesota
10:15 – 10:30AM……………………………………………………………………………..……….Break

10:30AM – 11:45AM………………………………………………………………………..Session Two
Medieval Sources and Narratives……………………………………….………………..Dodge Room A 
Chair:

Martina Saltamacchia, University of Nebraska-Omaha
Papers:

1.  “Socioeconomic Realities of Jews and Coversos in the Chronicles of Castile during the Middle Ages,” 
      Wilfrido Suarez-Meza, Briar Cliff University  
2.  “The Book of Kells: Observations on Illustrations as Paratexts," Paul Mirecki, University of Kansas   
3.  “Enchantress, Queen, Goddess: Morgan le Fay as Triple Principle of Unity in Sir Gawain and the Green 

      Knight,” Elisa Fierro, Independent Scholar   
Women in European Politics...………….…………………………………………….….......Jenkins Room 
Chair
Jody Neathery-Castro, 
University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Papers: 

1. “Depicting the Other: Women’s Place in British WWI Propaganda,” Alison Steigerwald, University of 

      Iowa
2. “Lives of Their Own: Precarious Legacies of Czechoslovak Women Dissidents,” Hana Waisserova, 
     University of Nebraska-Lincoln  

3.  “Christiane Taubira and Her Contributions to Diversity and Justice,” Betty L. McLane-Iles, 
       Truman State University  
Reflections on British Literature…………………………………….………………………U Mo Ho Room

Chair

TBA

Papers:

1. “’O God, thy arm was here’: An Abstract and Brief Chronicle of the Role of Providence in 

     Shakespeare’s Second Tetralogy,” Daniel Spiotta, University of Dallas
2.  “Alexander Pope, An Essay on Criticism, and The Iliad: Developing a Distinctly Eighteenth-Century 

      Verse Form,” Rachel Nozicka, Creighton University 
3. “Passing the Torch: Dracula and the Hegemonic Powers,” Samantha Maine, University of Nebraska-

     Omaha
Examinations in French/Francophone Literature  …………..……………………………Gallery Room 
Chair:

Juliette Parnell, University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Papers:

1.  “Outbursts of Laughter,” Myriam Krepps, Pittsburg State University   
2.  “African Threesome: Order and Breakdown in Three African Novels by Georges Simenon,” David 

      Uber, Baylor University 

3.  “The Three Translations to English and the Three English Revisions of Combray by Marcel Proust,” 
      Herbert E. Craig, University of Nebraska-Kearney
Ancient Philosophic Influences…………………………………………………………….…Council Room

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1. “Iliadic Simile and the Mimesis of Epic Magnitude,” Eliot Wondercheck, University of Dallas 
2. “Justice under the Sun: or, a Grecian and an Irishman Meet on the Road to Jerusalem,” David Rozema,  

    University of Nebraska-Kearney
3. “Being-Structure as Vowel-Kind in The Sophist,” Nils S. Richards, The University of Iowa 

12:00 – 1:45 PM………Conference Lunch……….Ballroom at the Milo Bail Student Center   
Welcome, Dr. David Booker, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, University of Nebraska-Omaha. “They Lived in Hovels and Built Cathedrals: The Construction of the Cathedral of Milan," Dr. Martina Saltamacchia, guest speaker. Dr. Saltamacchia is Assistant Professor of Medieval History and Director of Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the University of Nebraska-Omaha. Cost of conference luncheon is included in presenter registration fee.

2:00 – 3:15 PM………………………………………………………………………………..Session Three
European History and Cultural Heritage.……...……………………………….....................Dodge Room A 
Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1. “Traces of Tolerance: The Actions of Constables toward Quakers in Early Modern England,” Jeremy 

     Solomon, Minnesota State University Mankato  

2. “Market Dependence, Market Imperatives and the Making of Industrial Capitalism in England,” Michael 

     Andrew Žmolek, University of Iowa
3. “Byron’s Times: 19th Century Philhellenism as a Transitional European Product,” Shane Hubbard, 

      University of Guelph, Canada

What Have We Got to Lose? Digitizing Print Scholarship and Creating Online Archives: 
Lessons from the George Eliot Archive.................................................................... Jenkins Room
Chair:
Beverley Rilett, University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Papers:

1. “The Creative Commons Philosophy: When We Share, Everyone Wins,” Rosamond Thalken, 
     University of Nebraska- Lincoln
2. “Saving Scholarship That Matters: The George Eliot Review,” Bailea Kerr, University of 

     Nebraska-Lincoln

3. “New Ways to Present Information Online: Relationship Web Mapping,” Jade Zuelke, University of 

     Nebraska-Lincoln 

4. “Design Considerations and Options for Website Development,” Rachel Gordon, University of 

     Nebraska-Lincoln

5. “Funding Your Digital Project: Applying for Grants,” Sara Duke, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Film: Inspirations for Film……………..……………………………………………………U Mo Ho Room  

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1.  “Stephen King Meets Gyorgy Ligeti: The Dies Irae in a Modern Context,” Stephanie Branson, The
       University of Wisconsin - Platteville
2. “Mothers and Their Children: Julieta, Pedro Almodóvar’s Latest Iteration,” Bert Patrick, Pittsburg State

      University  

3. “Biting on Film: On Let the Right One In,” Leonardo Brandolini-Kujman, University of Nebraska-

      Lincoln 
Studies in Classical Philosophy…...………………………………….…………..…………Gallery Room

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1.  “Socrates as the Mimesis of Piety in Republic,” Gene Fendt, University of Nebraska- Kearney 

2.  “Platonism: Three Removes from Plato,” John David Lee, University of Nebraska-Kearney
3.  “The Role of the Beautiful in Aristotelian Biology,” Damon Watson, Marquette University
European Integration and National Security…………………………………………..…………Council Room 
Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1.  “Managing the Agenda: The Moscow Conference on International Security (MCIS),” Mark Wilcox, 

      United States Army Command and General Staff College and Kansas State University
2.  “Russian Information Warfare and Recommendations for Deterrence Policy,” Bethany Vailliant, 
      University of Nebraska-Omaha
3. “The Center Strikes Back? What Recent Elections and Polling Reveal about the State of Democracy in 

      Europe,” Chris Kroh, University of North Georgia, Gainesville
4. “European Defense Community: Redux or Renaissance,” Ryan Matthew Covault, University of 

     Kansas

3:15 PM - 3:30 PM………………………………………………………..…………………………Break

3:30 – 4:45 PM….………………………………………………………….………………….Session Four
Philosophical Musings…………………………………………………………………….….Dodge Room A

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1.  “Augustine’s Confessions as a Philosophical Text,” Kimberly D. Heil, University of Dallas
2. “Wittgenstein and Moore on Grammar,” David G. Stern, University of Iowa
3. “On Science and Obligation: God Hasn’t Any,” Kari Harbison, University of Dallas
Some New Perspectives in European Cinema since 1970.……………….…………….………Jenkins Room 

Chair: 

Steven L. Torres, 
University of Nebraska-Omaha

Papers:
1. “Re-envisioning Marriage in European Cinema after 1970,” Rebecca A. Umland, University of 
    Nebraska- Kearney
2. “The Parallax Real: Anamorphosis in Bergman’s The Serpent’s Egg (1977),” Samuel J. Umland, 

    University of Nebraska-Kearney

3. “Europe from a Different View: The New World Films of Wenders, Antonioni, and Coixet,“ Seth D. 

    Long, University of Nebraska-Kearney

4. “Man Bites Dog and the Making of a Euro-Cult Film,” John L. Umland, University of Nebraska-

     Kearney
Aspects of Spanish Literature and Comparative Literatures……..………………………….U Mo Ho Room 

Chair: 
Robert Nash, University of Nebraska-Omaha
Papers:

1.  “Buried Past, Uncertain Future in the Poetry of Alvaro García,” Alan S. Bruflat, Wayne State College 
2.  “Literature and Writing in 99 cartas a Kafka,” Ana I. Carballal, University of Nebraska-Omaha
3. “Queens of the Early Modern Stage: Catherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn in Shakespeare and 

     Fletcher’s Henry VII and Calderon’s La cisma de Inglaterra,” Courtney Herber, University of 
      Nebraska-Lincoln

European Intellectual History: Interpreting Sources…..…..………………………………....Gallery Room

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1. “Fiction, Memoir and Treatise: The Revolution of 1848 in Paris,” David Dehnel and Taddy Kalas, 

     Augustana College 
2.  “Tocqueville in the 21st Century: Reflections on the 2016 Presidential Elections,” Richard Durán, 

       Baylor University
3.  “Franz Rehbein’s Das Leben eines Landarbeiters in Light of Subaltern Theory,” Virginia L. Lewis, 
      Northern State University 
Brexit and the World………………………………………………………………………….Council Room.

Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1. “The U.K.’s Options for Trade after Brexit,” Scott Sybeldon, University of Wisconsin – Marathon

     County
2.  “Brexit and US National Security,” Kevin Boyce, University of Nebraska-Omaha, Jody Neathery-

       Castro, University of Nebraska-Omaha, and Mark Sisson, University of Nebraska-Omaha
3. “Brexit and Scotland: The Saga Continues,” Frank Le Veness, St. John’s University, New York
7:00PM-9:00PM …………………………………………………………………………No-Host Dinner

Le Bouillon Restaurant, 1017 Howard St. Shuttle departs from the Courtyard Marriott-Downtown Omaha at 6:45 PM. Shuttle departs from Le Bouillon at 9:00 PM. 

Not included in registration fee. Sign up at the Student Center Registration desk.

Saturday, October 7
8:00 – 9:00…………………………….Registration………………………………….……Student Center

9:00 – 10:15 …………………………………………………………………………………..Session Five
Philosophy: Bible Stories…………..…………………………………………………….……Jenkins Room  
Chair:

Paul Williams, University of Nebraska-Omaha 

Papers: 
1. “The Fall into Freedom: Immanuel Kant’s Gloss on the Book of Genesis,” Patrick Murray, Creighton 
      University  

2. “Kierkegaard’s Abraham and the Recovery of Subjectivity,” Jeanne Schuler, Creighton University  
3. “Re-reading Jung and the Answer to Job,” Richard White, Creighton University  
Philosophical Motifs in European Fictions.…………………………………………………U Mo Ho Room 

Chair:

Ana I. Carballal, 
University of Nebraska-Omaha

Papers:

1. “Reason, Feeling and Happiness: Camus’ Pictures of Kantian and Aristotelian Agreement,” Gene Fendt, 
     University of Nebraska-Kearney
2.  “On Tearing Down Walls,” Thomas Martin, University of Nebraska-Kearney  

3.  “Movement and Fulfillment in Existentialist Literature,” Edward Pasko, Purdue University Northwest
Ancient and Medieval Art and Economy..…………………………………….…………....Dodge Room A
Chair:

TBA
Papers:

1.   “From the Mysterious to the Mundane: Legends Associated with France’s Cathedrals,” George   

       McCool, Towson University 
2. “Applying Performance Theory to Greco-Roman Art,” Virginia Gallner, University of Nebraska-

     Omaha
3.  “The Amber Road’: Rome and One of Its Most Important Imports” Michael J Ziemann, Seattle Pacific
       University
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