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Alexander the Great’s famous — but fictional — visit to
Jerusalem exemplifies the early positive relationship
between Hellenistic kings and the Jews. Jewish soldiers
served loyally in Alexander’s armies and those of his
successors for over a century and a half.

Yet something happened in the early 160s BCE,
causing a breakdown in that bond. It resulted in the
first known religious persecution of a people in their
own land, stirring up the Maccabean Revolt. What led
to the genocidal blood that flowed in Jerusalem’s
streets in 168 and 1677

The Maccabean victory is still commemorated by the
Jewish holiday of Hanukkah.

Presented by Rabbi Benjamin Scolnic, professor
of Judaica at Southern Connecticut State

University.
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