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6WDQGLQJ�LQ�OLQH�IRU�IRRG��+RQRUV�RFHUV�HQMR\�
WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�VHPHVWHU�

7ZR�+RQRUV�RFHUV�UXQ�WKH�+6$�EORRG�GULYH�WDEOH�
WR�VLJQ�XS�YROXQWHHUV��

Welcome back Honors students!  As we 
enter February, we are now in full force 
for the new semester. The time away 

from our everyday tasks are becoming a distant 
memory and we have returned to work with re-
newed enthusiasm and vigor. While we begin 
the year in the depths of winter, the warmth and 
beauty of spring will be right around the corner.
 The start of a new year provides an ide-
DO� WLPH� WR� UHÀHFW� RQ�ZKHUH�ZH� KDYH� EHHQ� DQG�
where we are going.  Last semester we made 
a lot of new friends and gained a little more 
knowledge during our time here at UNO.  We 
continued to honor the tradition of helping the 
Red Cross by holding a blood drive and help-
ing support those in need.  We delivered survival 
EDJ� SDFNDJHV� GXULQJ� WKRVH� JUXHOLQJ� ¿QDO� GD\V�
RI�VWXG\LQJ� WR�RႇHU�PRWLYDWLRQ� �DQG� WR�KDYH�DQ�
excuse to eat more food).  Finally, we contin-
ue to build on the amazing Honors newsletter 
to keep you connected to our great program.
 This semester will be a busy one. Aca-
demic life is at the heart of everything we do here. 
7KH�+RQRUV�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��+6$���ZKLFK�LV�
led by twenty exceptional Honors students and 

open to all Honors students, knows how chal-
lenging balancing school with other activities can 
be.  We realize the semester can become over-
whelming; however, we encourage you to attend 
VRPH�RI�RXU�HYHQWV�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�RႇHU�WKLV�6SULQJ��
whether it be a social event to help you take a 
break from long hours of studying and make 
new connections with students, or just joining 
in on community service to contribute lasting, 
positive impacts on society. Keep an eye out in 
the Hump Day emails for ways to get involved!
 Finally, we also have a new suggestion 
box in the Honors computer lounge for ideas and 
what you would like to see for future events. If 
you want to be a part of a great group of students 
and learn more about what we are doing, come 
to our weekly meetings in Kayser 224 on Tues-
days at 5:00PM. Our goal this year is to give you 
all the tools to be a successful Honors student 
and to have fun while doing it. Thank you for all 
that you do to make the UNO Honors Program a 
thriving community and have a great semester!

An overview of HSA’s winter activities 
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7KH�QHZ�+RQRUV�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ORJR�

Designing the new logo for the Hon-
RUV�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��+6$��ZDV�
a lot of things; it was challenging, 

rewarding, and educational. It required a 
lot of communication with HSA about their 
design preferences as well as the values 
of the organization. As someone who pre-
viously was not as active in the group, I 
attended a meeting and 
met with Chris Win-
chester, who is the public 
UHODWLRQV�RႈFHU�IRU�+6$��
I would not have been 
able to come up with 
the design without his 
guidance. Although we 
talked mostly over email 
after our initial meet-
ing, our communication 
was vital for the design.
 HSA told me they 
wanted their group’s 
YDOXHV� �FRPPXQLW\� RI�
peers, academics, com-
munity service, and lead-
ership) represented within the logo. Origi-
QDOO\�� ,� FUHDWHG� D� IHZ� GLႇHUHQW� PRFNXSV�
with one value for each, but we eventually 
decided that it should all be incorporated 
into one design. I decided to use a shield, 
similar to how family crests work, to com-
bine all the values. A previous design had 
WKH�ERRN�LFRQ��QRZ�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKH�¿QDO�
design) and the group really loved it, so I 

EXLOW�WKH�¿QDO�GUDIW�DURXQG�WKDW��7KH�WRS�OHIW�
icon, a group of people sharing a thought 
cloud, represents the tight-knit communi-
ty the Honors Program and HSA provide, 
the crossed quill and test tube in the top-
ULJKW� UHSUHVHQWV�DFDGHPLFV� �ERWK� WKH�KX-
manities and the sciences), the heart/hand 
icon on the bottom-left represents commu-

nity service, and the bot-
tom-right person with a 
gear symbol in the head 
represents leadership. 
 After I had the skele-
ton of the design down, 
the main issue was 
color. HSA needed a 
printable version, and 
we needed it to be in 
line with UNO’s brand-
ing policy, which limits 
the colors and amounts 
of color you can have. 
The group decided we 
needed a general use 
logo, a branding logo/

icon, and a printable logo, so they are 
DOO� VOLJKWO\� GLႇHUHQW� EXW� FRQWDLQ� WKH� VDPH�
shield with the book and value icons.
 I am really happy with how it turned 
out, and surprised that it took so long! 
I think, as a graphic designer, I learned 
a lot about working together with a cli-
HQW�WR�JHW�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�¿QDO�SURGXFW��

Exploring the details behind the new HSA logo



This semester I will have the opportunity 
WR� LQWHUQ� RQ� &DSLWDO� +LOO� IRU� WKH� RႈFH� RI�
5HS��1RUPD�7RUUHV� �'�&$���� DV� SDUW� RI�

the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute 
�&+&,��� ,� ¿UVW� IRXQG� RXW� DERXW� &+&,� LQ� �����
at my fraternity’s national convention in Dallas 
where they had an informational table. I did a 
little research on who the members of the His-
panic Caucus were and what issues they were 
most concerned with, and I knew right away I 
would one day apply for their internship pro-
gram. At UNO I major in political science and 
international studies and minor in Chicano Lati-
no studies. I hope to one day work in diploma-
cy and represent the United States as a dip-
lomat somewhere in Latin America, but I am 

Intern on the Hill

By: Michael Herndon

Internships

3DJH��

also passionate about domestic issues such 
as immigration, health care, and education. 
 The process to apply for and get placed 
LQ�DQ�RႈFH�ZDV�ORQJ�WR�VD\�WKH�OHDVW��)RU�VWDUW-
ers, the internship program is very competitive 
and only selects twenty participants nation-
wide. Luckily, I got a spectacular letter of rec-
ommendation from Dr. Jonathan Benjamin-Al-
varado who has been a great mentor to me. 
I was also able to demonstrate my dedication 
to the Latin community and commitment to ac-
ademics through my essay questions. Once 
DFFHSWHG�� &+&,� ÀRDWHG� P\� UHVXPH� WR� PHP-
bers of congress for whom I was interested 
LQ�ZRUNLQJ�� ,�ZDV�GHOLJKWHG�WR�UHFHLYH�DQ�RႇHU�
from Rep. Torres because of her seats on the 
+RXVH�)RUHLJQ�$ႇDLUV�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�:HVWHUQ�
Hemisphere Subcommittee. I am excited to 
learn more about Latin America and work with 
the issues hands-on as they unfold on the Hill. 
 As an intern on the Hill, I will be attending 
hearings, doing legislative research, answering 
constituent letters, and of course doing general 
RႈFH�ZRUN��$V�VRPHRQH�ZKRVH�FDUHHU�UHYROYHV�
around what happens in Washington, I hope to 
learn more about the inner workings of Congress 
while also expanding my professional network. 
While there, CHCI will be providing housing for 
me in Silver Springs and will be giving me a 
bi-weekly stipend to support my living expenses.
 Finally, the Honors Program has been 
a huge help to me in getting this opportunity. 
From the start, Dr. Morrison has pointed out 
opportunities for me and pushed me to be a 
better student. Because of the Honors Pro-
gram, I have a rigorous academic background 
with various experiences I would not have 
been able to get if it was not for their support.  

Honors student earns competitive congressional 
internship in DC

0LFKDHO�+HUQGRQ�VWDQGLQJ�QH[W�WR�WKH�0H[LFDQ��
ÀDJ�



My name is Isidore Sossa and I am an in-
ternational student from Benin. I am a 
freshman majoring in computer science 

at UNO, a great place to study. Because of its 
exceptional cultural diversity, it enables you to 
be at many places at once. Also, it has great 
faculty members willing to help students grow. 
Since I began my study in Computer Science 
this year, I have been having a very productive 
year. 
 Last summer, I worked for the ITEST - 
SPARCS program, a program funded by the Na-
WLRQDO�6FLHQFH�)RXQGDWLRQ��16)���ZKLFK�DLPV�WR�
EULQJ�FRPSXWHU�VFLHQFH��&6��WR�PLGGOH�DQG�KLJK�
schools; I was a tutor in JavaScript program-
ming. There were 
teachers from 
diverse back-
grounds of music, 
science, history, 
and language. My 
goal was to follow 
these teachers’ 
progress when 
taking the online 
courses and to ensure that they and their stu-
dents understood the thinking process behind 
computational problem-solving. I worked with 
bright people, and the diversity of disciplines 
present at that summer program proved to me 
WKDW�&6�LV�DQ�RSHQ�VFLHQFH�¿HOG�RI�VWXG\��
 Students had a deeply interesting and 
profound understanding of what CS could be 
used for. For only one week of activity, they built 
their own game using online platforms such as 
MIT Scratch and App Inventor. When you give 
opportunity to students or kids to express them-
selves, they can come up with great ideas, 
which in turn could eventually become a great 
achievement. Having this experience showed 

Student STEM's Growth 
in Others
By: Isidore Sossa
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“Because of its [UNO's] exceptional 
cultural diversity, it enables you to be at 

many places at once”
-Isidore Sossa

PH�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�LV�&6�ÀH[LEOH��EXW�WKDW�LW�LV�DOVR�
very useful regardless of one’s education level, 
age, or domain of study. 
 I really wish I would have learned how 
to code when I was younger. Alongside learn-
LQJ�KRZ�WR�FRGH��\RX�JURZ�LQ�HႈFLHQF\�DW�VROY-
LQJ� SUREOHPV� FDSDEOH� RI� DႇHFWLQJ� WKRXVDQGV�
and even millions of lives. Moreover, the skills 
one gains could be used wherever one goes. 
I strongly encourage anyone to have a major 
or at least a minor in computer science or any 
RWKHU�67(0��6FLHQFH��7HFKQRORJ\��(QJLQHHULQJ�
DQG�0DWKHPDWLFV��UHODWHG�¿HOG��
 As interdisciplinary studies, they provide 
one with life-needed skills, such as problem- 

solving, that 
would help 
one to be 
PRUH� HႈFLHQW�
at what one 
is doing in 
life. More im-
portantly, it 
is also about 
passion, en-

ergy, dreams, creativity, and progress. There 
is a large range of domains one can choose 
from and apply skills to. Our generation and 
the future generations will need people with 
passion, creativity, and problem-solving skills 
to handle humanity’s challenges, which are 
growing more and more. Computer science 
DQG� 67(0� ¿HOGV� RSHQ� QHZ� KRUL]RQV� WR� KX-
manity today more than ever and all are wel-
comed. However, regardless of one’s choice, it 
is important to keep in mind that the end-goal 
of using technology is to solve humanity’s cru-
cial problems and make a better place to live in 
around us. I hope computer science will soon 
be taught to middle and high schools students 
on a worldwide scale so they can understand 
as the people I tutored this past summer did.

Honors student teaches computer science



Getting Creative with Ceramics 
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M\�¿UVW�\HDU�DW�812�,�PDMRUHG�LQ�SV\FKRO-
ogy, but while I found the topics very 
interesting, it did not feel like a perfect 

¿W�IRU�PH���/DVW�VHPHVWHU�,�GHFLGHG�WR�FKDQJH�
my major to computer science because I felt it 
would allow me to study something I was inter-
HVWHG�LQ��ZKLOH�DOVR�RႇHULQJ�PRUH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
for creativity such as in computer graphics or 
game design.  In addition to my new class re-
quirements, I was able to take a class on ce-
ramics – a medium I had loved for a while but 
QHYHU�KDG�WLPH�WR�¿W�LQWR�P\�FROOHJH�VFKHGXOH�
 At the beginning of last semester, I 
talked with my ceramics teacher, Luke Sever-
son, about completing an Honors contract for 
the course.  He helped me to start a contract 
for the class that entailed completing a new 
project along with the intermediate ceram-
ics class where I learned about an entirely 

new technique.  In the main class I learned 
about the core fundamentals of ceramics, 
which revolved around manipulating clay into 
a sculpture or a functional ceramic piece.  
 The project I did for the contract fo-
cused on slip-casting, which looked at ce-
UDPLFV� IURP�D� GLႇHUHQW� SHUVSHFWLYH�� � ,QVWHDG�
of starting with clay and forming objects from 
that same clay, we built plaster molds, creating 
KROORZ� VKHOOV� RI� GLႇHUHQW� IRUPV� WKDW� ZH� WKHQ�
used to make various unique statues.  With 
the help of Luke and the opportunity this Hon-
ors contract presented, I was able to spend 
a lot of time learning in-depth about a sub-
ject that I love, but otherwise would not have 
been able to devote much time towards due 
to increasing coursework towards my major.

7KHVH�IRXU�SKRWRV�GLVSOD\�WKH�
FHUDPLFV�SLHFHV�

-DFNVRQ�&XQQLQJKDP�
FRPSOHWHG� GXULQJ� WKH� FRXUVH�

RI�KLV�+RQRUV�FRQWUDFW��

Contracting a ceramics class with unique Honors project
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3DJH��

When I was in fourth grade I met 
a deaf student named Luke, who 
came to my elementary school 

while his was under construction because 
he was unable to attend the typical tempo-
rary school due to the background noise. 
Later in my life I worked with other youth 
such as Luke and was determined to make 
FRFKOHDU�LPSODQWV�PRUH�HႈFLHQW�ZLWK�WKHLU�
surroundings. While I myself do not use 
cochlear implants or hearing aids, my in-
terest in audiology, working with youth who 
do use them, and shadowing of research-
ers who are working to make them more 
HႈFLHQW�KDV� OHG�PH�WR�EH�PRUH�DZDUH�RI�
situations where their functionality could 
be compromised, which I analyzed in 
a presentation in Dr. Duran’s course. 
 Both cochlear implants and hearing 
aids use microphones to enhance sound 
from the surrounding environment. The 
microphones used currently do not hold 
the ability for the users to distinguish the 
sound they would like to focus on, a func-
tion the typical ear has the ability to do. 
The Joslyn’s architecture does not lend 
itself well to these systems. The large 
amount of background noise from the an-
gles of the walls, other visitors, and ex-

Hearing the 
Future

By: Madi Klingenberg

Analyzing modern cochlear 
implants to propose new 
changes to Joslyn

KLELWV� WKDW� IHDWXUH� VRXQG� FUHDWH� GLႈFXOW�
environments to navigate. The Joslyn’s 
current accessibility plan for those with au-
ditory needs is providing an American Sign 
/DQJXDJH� �$6/�� LQWHUSUHWHU� ERRNHG� IRXU�
weeks in advance. Providing an interpreter 
is a great solution for those who use ASL, 
but if the individual does not know ASL 
RU�XVHV�D�GLႇHUHQW�IRUP�RI�VLJQ�ODQJXDJH��
the Joslyn becomes less accessible. 
 The Joslyn needs to look to other 
art museums and provide a similar solu-
tion. Some museums provide a T-coli sys-
tem that allows for sound being produced 
to directly feed into a microphone and then 
transmitted to an assistive device. Some 
PXVHXPV� RႇHU� D� SUH�UHFRUGHG� WRXU� WKDW�
can be directly hooked up to a device, and 
VRPH�HYHQ�SURYLGH�HYHQWV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�
the deaf and hard of hearing community. 
Solutions do not need to be grand and 
H[SHQVLYH� WR� EH� HႇHFWLYH� DQG� LQFOXVLYH��

$�GLDJUDP�GHSLFWLQJ�WKH�SDUWV�RI�D�FRFKOHDU�
LPSODQW�DQG�KRZ�LW�LV�LQWHJUDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�KXPDQ�
HDU�DV�XVHG�E\�0DGL�.OLQJHQEHUJ�LQ�KHU�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
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812�+RQRUV�3URJUDP�DOXPQXV��'U��%UHQW�
5XVZLFN�

For me, UNO started out as the hometown 
backup plan. I applied to it as an afterthought, 
but upon winning a full-ride academic schol-

arship, plus living stipend, from an Omaha World 
Herald program, I reevaluated my plans and en-
rolled in 1995. I then spent the next four years fail-
ing to appreciate what a good choice I had made.
 The scholarship mandated completing 
the Honors Program, which I did in conjunction 
with my degree, a B.S. in Secondary Education, 
ZLWK� WHDFKHU� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ� LQ� KLVWRU\� DQG� SROLWLFDO�
science. I did, eventually, spend much of my pro-
fessional career working with secondary educa-
tion, but to get there I took the scenic route. From 
812��,�FRPSOHWHG�D�3K'�DW�:LVFRQVLQ�LQ�������LQ�
the history of science and medicine. Six years as 
a visiting assistant professor at the University of 
Central Arkansas gave me a wealth of experience 
working with history education students in their stu-
dent teaching placements, a variety of published 
scholarly articles, and a book, and at the end of 
LW��¿IWHHQ�PRQWKV�RI�XQHPSOR\PHQW� LQ������������
 I used the unwanted vacation time to re-
turn to Omaha, where I renewed my secondary 
school teaching license with graduate coursework 
at UNO. That, and getting the book published, at-
tracted interest from universities looking to hire 
IDFXOW\� LQ� VRFLDO� VWXGLHV� HGXFDWLRQ�� 6LQFH� ����� ,�
have taught at West Chester University of Penn-
sylvania, where I supervise social studies teach-
er candidates in their student teaching internship, 
administer the social studies education program, 
teach courses and publish in the history of sci-
ence, medicine, nuclear weapons, and disability, 
among other topics, and have served in a variety 
of faculty leadership positions that help coordi-
QDWH� WKH� GLႇHUHQW� WHDFKHU� FHUWL¿FDWLRQ� SURJUDPV�
� 0\� WLPH�V�� DW� 812� SURYHG� LQYDOXDEOH� LQ�
my professional and personal development. His-
tory classes with Dr. Angelo Louisa, political sci-
ence classes with Drs. Loree Bykerk, Kent Kirwan, 
and Orville Menard, and Honors courses with Drs. 

Kirwan, Boyd Littrell from sociology, and Linda 
Johnson from English inspired my interests in the 
intersection of science and medicine with politics 
and culture. Dr. Littrell's Honors seminar, studying 
sociological issues concerning health care, proved 
especially helpful to my new career aspirations. 
Until then I had not understood either the diversity 
RU�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�GLႇHUHQW�PRGHOV�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
medicine and health, and the analytical skills Littrell 
introduced most closely resembled what I soon 
would be asked to develop in my graduate course-
work. Dr. Kirwan's Honors seminar on models of 
leadership and Dr. Johnson's on academic analy-
sis and research similarly stuck with me as, in my 
professional life, I am responsible for modeling and 
teaching these methods to others. Financially, the 
support of the World Herald scholarship during my 
undergraduate degree allowed me to save enough 
PRQH\�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�DႇRUG�VWD\LQJ�LQ�JUDGXDWH�VFKRRO��
 Personally, the Honors Program supported 
me at a time in my life when I most needed ad-
vocates. Program Director Dr. Rosalie Saltzman, 
and all the faculty I have just mentioned and more, 
encouraged and cultivated scholarly interests and 
leadership skills I did not know I possessed. Every 
day now I do work that I love and that draws on the 
VFKRODUO\�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO�VNLOOV�DQG�LQWHUHVWV�,�¿UVW�
encountered through UNO and its Honors Program.

Honors Program alumnus speaks to his 
successes after UNO



It all started when I was asked to teach the Hon-
ors College Colloquium “Hate and Terrorism” in 
WKH� IDOO� RI� ������ ,� FDQ��ZLWKRXW� K\SHUEROH�� VWDWH�

that teaching this course—and getting to know the 
talented students in it—changed my life as well as 
earned all of us university, community, and national 
awards. In a nice email about the class, my dean, 
Louis C. Pol wrote, “I always admire how you can 
take a seemingly ordinary experience and make it 
outstanding.” This is what happened in our colloqui-
um—but it was not me, it was the Honors students 
who transformed the work out of the classroom.  
 We entered a national competition spon-
sored by the Department of Homeland Security, 
and the goal of this contest was to develop a social 
media campaign to counter online extremism and 
hate. So, in place of an exam or long paper, I decid-
ed to have this project as the major learning assess-
ment in the Honors Colloquium. Instead of telling 
me what they had learned about hate and terrorism, 
they would show me—and the world, apparently—
what they had learned by applying it in a real test 
bed: Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 Their campaign—targeted to provide pos-
itive stories about refugees in Omaha to UNO 
students during a time when Far Right Extremist 
JURXSV�ZHUH�¿JKWLQJ�WR�¿OO�VWXGHQWV¶�RSLQLRQV�ZLWK�
negativity about them—earned national atten-
tion. The students won a trip to Washington DC 
to present their campaign to members of the US 
Government, Facebook, and the Anti-Defamation 
/HDJXH��$'/���)URP�WKH�FDPSDLJQ��D�VWXGHQW�RU-
ganization grew: UNO’s Refugee Perspective, 
and this club was just asked to compete again 
for the 2018 prize sponsored by the ADL and 
EdVenture Partners! So, stay tuned for another 
life-changing ride…I have learned to expect noth-
ing less when I work with UNO Honors students.   

Professor 
3URÀOH

By: Dr. Gina Scott Ligon
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Dr. Gina Ligon

Student 
Spotlight

By: Lily Gilliland
Lily Gilliland

My name is Lily Gilliland, and other than the 
fact that I have a lot of Ls in my name, this 
LV�P\� ¿UVW� \HDU� KHUH�DW�812�DQG�P\�¿UVW�

semester in the Honors Program. I am a soph-
omore studying political science and cognitive 
sciences, accompanied by a minor in philoso-
phy, all with which I hope to attend law school. I 
am also a member of Chi Omega and Maverick 
Students for Life here on campus. When I am 
not engrossed in a paper I am writing, or a book 
,� DP� UHDGLQJ� IRU� FODVV� �ZKLFK�DUH�DFWXDOO\�P\� ID-
YRULWH� W\SHV� RI� DVVLJQPHQWV��� \RX� FDQ� ¿QG� PH�
at the record store adding to my vinyl collection.
� ,� DOVR� KDYH� DQ� DႈQLW\� IRU� HDWLQJ� KHDOWK\��
drinking Kombucha, and making lists. Even though 
I have only been in Honors for a few months, I al-
ready enjoy many facets about it. I have had the 
opportunity to meet some intelligent, talented, 
and driven students in my Honors classes and 
around the Honors lounge, as well as being able 
to study under such dedicated and passionate 
teachers, all of whom contribute to a meaning-
ful learning experience for me. All put together, I 
look forward to expanding my knowledge and ex-
periences while in the Honors Program and HSA!

+RQRUV�VWXGHQW�DQG�DFWLYH�+6$�
PHPEHU��/LO\�*LOOLODQG�
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       Kayser Hall 

6001 Dodge St. Omaha, NE 68182
402.554.2696
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