
THE UNO GREAT PLAINS JAZZ FESTIVAL XXXX
Featuring:

Doc Severinsen and His Big Band
Dave Pietro
The USAF Noteables Jazz Ensemble

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:

Friday, February 24, 2012 (all activities at UNO)
8:00 am-7:15 pm
School performances and clinics 
12:30 pm
Performance by The USAF Noteables Jazz Ensemble 
1:30 pm
Performance by Metropolitan Area Youth Jazz Orchestra w/Festival Adjudicators
4:30 pm
Clinic presented by Dave Pietro
8:00 pm
CONCERT featuring Dave Pietro with UNO’s Jazz I.  Friday’s Awards Ceremony 
Saturday, February 25, 2012 (all activities at Holland Performing Arts Center-13th and Douglas)
9:00 am-3:30 pm
School performances and clinics
3:30 pm

Clinic presented by Member(s) of Doc Severinsen’s Big Band
4:30 pm 

CONCERT featuring UNO Jazz Ensemble and Festival Adjudicators
Saturday’s Awards Ceremony


8:00 pm
CONCERT – Doc Severinsen and His Big Band
SECOND CENTER TO REMAIN OPEN THIS YEAR
Due to the continued growth of UNO’s Great Plains Jazz Festival we will again be opening up a second center (Friday only) in which Junior High, Middle School, Jazz II’s, and small high schools will perform.  These groups will perform in the Milo Bail Student Center Ballroom for adjudicators with experience and expertise in working with developing bands.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Students will be eligible to receive one of the UNO Great Plains Jazz Festival Scholarships.  Renewable awards of up to $1,000 annually will be presented to one to three students who are considering attending the University of Nebraska at Omaha.  The announcement of the scholarship recipients will be made at the awards ceremonies.    

EQUIPMENT PROVIDED
Performance venues:  *4 piece drum set, vibes, bass and guitar amps, congas, piano, sound system

Clinic room:  *4 piece drum set, bass and guitar amps, piano

Warm up room:  chairs and music stands
*snare, bass, 2 toms, high hat stand, 2 cymbal stands, bass drum pedal, throne, and snare stand

You must bring your own cymbals!!

To facilitate the operation of the Festival we ask that all participating big bands use the standard stack set-up with the rhythm section to the band’s right.  Your cooperation is appreciated.  

NOTE:  Amps, pianos, etc. are first line equipment. IF POSSIBLE, and at your discretion, we would ask that you use our equipment (see specs above) for your performance.  You must bring your own cymbals!  
LOCATION

Friday activities will be in the Strauss Performing Arts Center and the Milo Bail Student Center on the UNO campus.  Saturday activities will be held at the Holland Performing Arts Center in Downtown Omaha (13th & Douglas).

RATINGS
Ratings of Superior (I), Excellent (II), and Fair (III) will be awarded to each band participating in the competition.  

COMMENTS ONLY

All Bands have the option of performing for comments only.  Please note your preference on the application. 

AWARDS


1.  All groups in competition will receive:



Ratings of I - Plaque



Ratings of II - Plaque


2.  Individuals from each group will be eligible for:



Outstanding Soloist Certificates and Outstanding Musicianship Certificates

SCHEDULE

All participating ensembles will have 25 minutes to perform which includes set-up and tear down.  UNO Band members will be available to assist you with set-up.  Please adhere to these time limits.  Groups going over the limit will be stopped.  All requests for special consideration in arranging the schedule will be honored to the degree that is possible.  Should conflicts or problems arise, please contact Pete Madsen immediately at (402) 554-2297.

CLINICS

Each band will receive a 30 minute clinic with a festival adjudicator immediately following their performance.

General clinic sessions will also be presented by adjudicators, Dave Pietro, and member(s) of Doc Severinsen’s Big Band.  

ENTRY FEE 
$200 per performing ensemble.

HEADLINER CONCERT TICKETS
Dave Pietro and the UNO Jazz Ensemble will perform an evening concert at 8:00 pm on Friday, February 24 
($10 general public/$5 students: to reserve tickets call 402-554-3427 or place your order on the registration form).  Doc Severinsen and His Big Band will present an evening concert at 8:00 pm on Saturday, February 25 at the Holland Center as part of the Omaha Performing Arts Extra Series.  Omaha Performing Arts has reserved a limited number of tickets exclusively for festival participants.  Directors, students, and chaperones have the opportunity to purchase these tickets for the discounted price of $10.  There is a limited total number of discounted tickets available for purchase, and will be distributed first-come, first served until January 27th.  To purchase tickets contact Lou Farmer, Ticket Omaha Patron Services Leader, at (402) 661-8521 or LFarmer@OmahaPerformingArts.org.  
PHOTOGRAPHER

This year’s photographer will be Tim McCormick from Billings Photography (402) 333-5508 jinnie@billingsphoto.biz.  A picture will be taken immediately following your group’s clinic.  
CONTACT:  Pete Madsen   402-554-2297   petermadsen@unomaha.edu
ENTRY FORMS:  www.unomaha.edu/music

UNO JAZZ FESTIVAL HEADLINERS AND ADJUDICATORS

Doc Severinsen “Heeeeere’s Johnny!” That lead-in, followed by a big band trumpet blast, was the landmark of late night television for three decades. The ‘Johnny’ was Johnny Carson, the announcer was Ed McMahon and the bandleader was Doc Severinsen. Beginning in October 1962, The Tonight Show with Johnny Carson ruled the night air for thirty years. On May 22, 1992, it came to an end…And the Beginning of a New Career for Doc Severinsen. Within a week of the final telecast, Doc Severinsen and His Big Band was on the road. Doc’s group has been composed of The Tonight Show’s best musicians — Ed Shaughnessy on drums, Ernie Watts on tenor sax and Snooky Young on trumpet. Their repertoire includes Ellington and Basie standards, pop, jazz, ballads, big band classics and, of course, The Tonight Show theme. Audiences are finally able to hear the depth of talent belonging to a band that rarely played a whole tune on the air. Severinsen can blow the roof off with a trumpet solo, but he is not the only accomplished soloist. Many of his band members get their well-deserved turns in the spotlight. Doc’s tour dates are consistently sold out. A Grammy award winner, Doc has made more than 30 albums–from big band to jazz-fusion to classical. Today, Doc has not lost his flair for outrageous fashions and witty banter. Yet, he is highly regarded as one of the most technically proficient trumpeters in the world. Doc has the best stage presence of anyone out there. He can blow a horn like few others…he is a high note virtuoso, a genuinely funny man, and always a fashion fiend. Doc Severinsen continues to be a favorite of audiences across America.

The United States Air Force Heartland of America Band is proud to present THE NOTEABLES, the squadron's dynamic new "little big band." This sleek, vibrant jazz ensemble presents exciting, uplifting music inspiring audiences to increased patriotism. The group also shares stirring accounts of the bravery and self-sacrifice of our expeditionary Airmen serving around the globe. From formal performances in grand auditoriums to casual concerts in the park, THE NOTEABLES is in constant demand. THE NOTEABLES has appeared in concert and on national television with Bob Hope, jazz trumpeter Bobby Shew, composer/arranger Frank Mantooth, former Tonight Show band leader Doc Severinsen, and pop singer Lee Greenwood. The high level of talent showcased by each member of THE NOTEABLES enables the group to perform with unparalleled excitement and versatility. With their extensive repertoire of specially tailored standards, energetic favorites and Big Band classics, highlighted by instrumental and vocal soloists, THE NOTEABLES is sure to please audiences of any age.  THE NOTEABLES honorably represents more than 350,000 Air Force professionals around the world who diligently watch over the skies protecting and defending all those who cherish freedom. We hope you afford us the opportunity to share the messages of excellence, sacrifice, and commitment of our brave men and women...the deployed Airmen of the United States Air Force.

Larry Green is in high demand as a clinician and adjudicator throughout the United States. During his tenure as a high school music educator at Seymour, Washington, Roosevelt, and Valley High Schools, his jazz bands were known for their outstanding quality. Bands under his direction have appeared at the Mid-West Band Clinic in Chicago, the National Band Conference in Knoxville, Tennessee, the Iowa Bandmasters Convention, the Iowa Music Educators Convention, the Montreaux International Jazz Festival in Switzerland, and received a "DB" award from Downbeat magazine for outstanding high school jazz ensemble. The Valley High School Jazz Ensemble under his direction received numerous awards including first place at the Jazz Championships in Class 4A on 7 occasions, six of those in consecutive years from 1982-1987 and again in 1989. He is a member of the Iowa Bandmasters Association, former jazz chairman for the National Band Association, a member of the Leadership and Advocacy Committee for the International Association of Jazz Educators, presently the district manager for Eastman Music Company , and coordinator of the Court Avenue "Evening of Jazz".  Mr. Green also serves as the office manager for the Jazz Education Network www.jazzednet.org.

Allan Kaplan has been the Trombone Professor at New Mexico State University since 1995.  He received his B.M & M.M. degrees from the Manhattan School of Music and his Ph.D. from New York University.  Dr. Kaplan has an impressive resume as an educator and performer in all styles including a tenure as Principal Trombone of the Oklahoma Symphony from 1975-1989.   Prior to this Dr. Kaplan enjoyed a free-lance career playing for Broadway musicals in New York including Cabaret; Rothschilds; and Chicago.  He has also backed such artists as the Temptations, Lena Horne, Burt Bacharach, Sammy Davis, Jr., Henry Mancini, Mel Torme, Cher, The Oak Ridge Boys, Peggy Lee and Sarah Vaughan. Dr. Kaplan is a contributing author for one of the most widely used jazz pedagogy textbooks in the nation-Jazz Pedagogy:  The Jazz Educator’s Handbook and Resource Guide.

Patrick J. Kearney is in his 11th year as Director of Bands at Johnston High School in Johnston, Iowa.  Under his direction the bands at Johnston have doubled in enrollment and consistently been recognized for their quality.  His concert bands and jazz bands have appeared at the Iowa Bandmasters Association Conference, and his 2010 jazz band appeared at the Jazz Education Network Inaugural Conference in St. Louis.  In 2011 he was chosen as the Johnston Schools Teacher of the Year.  Mr. Kearney is currently President-Elect of the Iowa Bandmasters Association, Vice-President of the Jazz Educators of Iowa, and Advocacy Chair of the Iowa Alliance for Arts Education. He is a graduate of Drake University where he studied with Don Marcouiller, Bob Meunier, Jim Cox, and Andrew Classen.
Originally from Southboro, MA saxophonist-composer Dave Pietro has been on the New York music scene since 1987.  From 1994-2003 he played lead alto saxophone and recorded five DC’s with the Toshiko Akiyoshi Jazz Orchestra.  He has also performed with the bands of Maria Schneider, Horry Connick Jr., Maynard Ferguson, Lionel Hamptom, Woody Herman, Ray Charles and the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra.  As a leader, Pietro has recorded six CD’s for the A-Records/Challenge label with musicians such as Dave Holland, Baill Stewart, Kenny Werner, Scott Colley and Brian Blade.  Dave has degrees from the University of North Texas and New York University and is an assistant professor of music at the New York University.  He is sponsored by Rico Reeds and the Conn-Selmer Company.

Joel Poppen is in his 20th year of teaching in the Ankeny School District.  At Ankeny High School he serves as Co-Director of the Ankeny Marching Hawks, Director of the Sophomore Concert Band, Theory Instructor, and is the Director of Jazz Studies.  Mr. Poppen received his Bachelor of Music in Jazz Studies and Trumpet Performance from Coe College and his teaching certification from the University of Northern Iowa.  His jazz bands have been very successful through the years, placing among the top bands at the Iowa Jazz Championships and performing at the Iowa Bandmasters conference.  He has been a member of the Executive Board of The Greater Des Moines Community Jazz Center for the past 16 years and is a contributing editor of CJC’s quarterly newsletter.  Mr. Poppen has adjudicated jazz and marching contests throughout Iowa, including the NCIBA jazz festival, Jim Coffin Jazz Festival,  and Jack Oatts Jazz Festival.

Brett Stamps has been the Director of Jazz Activities at Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville since he initiated the Jazz Performance Degree in 1979.  He obtained his BA in Music from the College of William and Mary (1970) and his MM in Studio Music and Jazz Pedagogy from the University of Miami (1975).  Brett performed, recorded and arranged for the United States Army Field Band Jazz Ambassadors (1970-1973), the Stan Kenton Orchestra (1973-1974), and the University of Miami Concert Jazz Band (1974-1978) before accepting a teaching positionat Miami-Dade Community College New World Center (1978-1979).  St. Louis area performance credits include the Jim Widner, Kim Portnoy, Mo Bottom and Gary Dammer Big Bands; Fox Theater & MUNY Orchestras; the St. Louis Rivermen; Comet Chop Suey, Legacy; Galaxy; and the SIUE Jazz Faculty.  He directs the SIUE Concert Jazz Band and teaches jazz combo, improvisation, arranging, trombone, education, and history.  Brett remains active as a composer/arranger and clinician.

Lorenzo Trujillo holds a Bachelor of Music from the University of Louisville, a Master of Fine Arts from the California Institute of the Arts, and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of California-Los Angeles.  Among the world famous artists with whom Lorenzo has appeared are: John La Barbera, Travis Tritt, Michael MacDonald, Kid Rock, Slash (From Guns ‘n Roses), Gregory Hines, Phil Woods, Curtis Fuller, Jimmy Heath, James Moody, Bill Watrous, Wayne Bergeron, Gerald Wilson, Lew Soloff, Joe La Barbera, Harry Connick, Poncho Sanchez, Sheila E, Charlie Haden, Delfeyo Marsalis, Bob Mintzer, Robin Eubanks, John Fedchock, Marcus Printup, and Linda Ronstadt.  Lorenzo’s professional experience also includes principal trumpet for symphony orchestras and brass ensembles throughout the world.  Lorenzo teaches at Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Missouri and is a Yamaha Performing Artist.
An alumnus of the Stan Kenton, Woody Herman, and Glenn Miller big bands, Jim Widner is celebrating his 25th year of hosting summer camps all across the United States.  As a bassist with Stan Kenton, Jim was strongly influenced and motivated by Kenton’s dedication to student musicians.  He was a faculty member of the Kenton camps for 10 years and helped Stan organize and expand his camps from California to other locations across the United States.  A graduate of the University of Missouri, Jim also holds an MA degree from Memphis State University and has done postgraduate work at the University of North Texas.  In April of 2006 Jim was inducted into The Statesmen of Jazz and was recently awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award by Downbeat Magazine for his years of service to jazz education.  Currently Jim is Associate Professor/Director of Jazz Studies at the University of Missouri-St. Louis and is a Yamaha performing artist.  His jazz camps are spearheaded by members of the Jim Widner Big Band which records on the Chase Music Group Label. 

