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Maria Arbelaez is Assistant Professor of History at the University of Nebraska at Omaha
where she teaches World, Latin American, and Latino history. Her research focuses on
Mexican women, Latinos in the United States, and the history of the U.S. Mexico
Borderlands, particularly the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. She has contributed
articles to the Journal of the South West, Journal of the West, and the Mexican journal
Historias, and has authored and co-authored several publications for the Instituto
Nacional de Antropologia e Historia in Mexico. She can be contacted at
marbelaez@mail.unomaha.edu.

Rory J. Conces is Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy and a member of the
International Studies faculty at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He is also Director
of the Nebraska Center for Critical Reasoning and has been the Editor of International
Third World Studies Journal and Review since 1994. He is the author of a monograph
entitled Blurred Visions: Philosophy, Science, and Ideology in a Troubled World (1997),
and has published articles in numerous journals including Theoria, The Locke
Newsletter, Southwest Philosophy Review, Review Journal of Philosophy and Social
Science, Acta Analytica, Dijalog, and Sociajdemokrat. Currently, his research focuses
on ethnic nationalism, selfhood, personal identity, and conflict management; the ethics
of intervention; and extreme deontics. His most recent work on ethnic nationalism
will appear in a forthcoming issue of Studies in East European Thought. He has lectured
on applied philosophy at South China Normal University, Zhoushan University, and
Hangzhou Teachers College in China. He recently completed a Fulbright teaching and
research award at the University of Sarajevo in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the
Spring term of 2001. It was during this time that he presented additional lectures on
applied philosophy at universities in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, and Kosovo.
He can be contacted at rconces@mail.unomaha.edu.

Aaron Hale will be pursuing a Ph.D. in the Department of Political Science at the
University of Florida. His area of emphasis will be Central Africa. He plans to examine
the socio-political instability and dynamics of the conflicts in Congo-Brazzaville and
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). His current research concerns the state
of affairs of the sate of Burundi. One portion of his research deals with the role of
Nelson Mandela as the chief negotiator of the Burundi Peace Process and the implications
of his stature on the socio-political fabric of society. Another part of his research is
concerned with the role of the environment and its influence in, and on, the socio-
political instability that has dominated the national agenda for the past decade. He can
be contacted at ahale_1973@yahoo.com.

Matthew Marx is Instructor of English at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. He
currently teaches composition and literature. His current research interests include
contemporary poetry, medieval and Elizabethan literature, theoretical physics, Eastern
philosophy, and Third World Studies. He is faculty for The Pendragon Circle, UNO’s
society for language, literature, and the arts. He is currently working on his first book
of poetry. He can be contacted at mmarx@mail.unomaha.edu.

Owen G. Mordaunt is Professor of English at the University of Nebraska at Omaha,
where he teaches courses in linguistics, ESL, ESL methods, cross-cultural communication,
and black short fiction since 1986. His previous experience includes high school
teaching, both in Swaziland and the U.S., and teacher training and university teaching
in Swaziland, where he also worked for the Ministry of Education as Senior Inspector
of Schools responsible for English. His is the Book Review Editor for the International
Third World Studies Journal and Review. He has published articles on literature and
linguistics in Africa Focus, Educational Studies, Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural
Development, Tesol Reporter, Tesol Journal, and International Third World Studies
Journal and Review. He can be contacted at mordaunt@mail.unomaha.edu.
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John R. Warner, Jr. is Professor of Sociology at West Virginia Wesleyan College. He
has taught at West Virginia Wesleyan College since 1970 and has served as chair of the
Department of Sociology for 25 of those years. In addition, he has served as president
of the West Virginia Academy of Science, West Virginia Sociological Association, and
chair of the Faculty at West Virginia Wesleyan College. He is a Contributing Columnist
for the Charleston Gazette, the state newspaper, and has published more than 170
columns in that newspaper. He has published numerous journal articles, including
several articles in the International Third World Studies Journal and Review. He can
be contacted at warner@wvwc.edu.

Paul Allen Williams is Visiting Assistant Professor of Religion at the University of
Nebraska at Omaha, where he teaches courses in world religions, African religions,
New Testament, and the history of Christianity. Born in Congo (Kinshasa), his general
area of research is the history of religions in North America and in central Africa. He
has conducted research both in the United States and in Congo. Arriving in Kinshasa
during the opening of the national conference in August 1991, he remained in Congo
through the events of September and October. His current research concerns the role
of American Protestant missionaries in the Congo Free State, the history of Islam in
Congo, and the war in Congo (1998-2002). He has an article accepted for publication
in Annales Aequatoria. He can be contacted at pwilliams@mail.unomaha.edu.


