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FOREWORD

Thisissue of the ITWSJ& R dealswith topi cs concerning the displacement of peoplein
Guatemala, the writing of the African novelist Ahmadou Kourouma, and the problems as-
sociated with majoritarianism.

JoAnn DiGeorgio-Lutzand Aaron Hal€' sessay, “ Interna Displacement in Guatemala,”
is an investigation that attempts to fill the gap in the literature concerning the analysis of
internal displacement in post-civil war Guatemalan society. It is based on fieldwork in sev-
eral marginalized communities within Guatemala City, environs that were inhabited by
numbers of conflict induced internally displaced persons (IDPs). It was generally thought
that the end of the civil war in December 1966 al so brought an end to internal displacement
within the country. However, displacement did not cease following the peace; rather, it
continues at a different level and for a variety of reasons. In examining the post conflict
return and resettlement of indigenous Mayawho were displaced, DiGeorgio-Lutz and Hale
conclude that the rel ationship between the label IDPand how an individual’s self-identity is
atroubling one that suggests that Guatemala's internal displacement problem has not been
resolved by the 1994 Accord on Resettlement, and the subsequent 1996 peace agreement.
They end with the thought that a long lasting peace in that Central American country will
not be achieved until the issue of internal displacement is settled for al its citizens.

In“History, Political Discourse, and Narrative Strategiesin theAfrican Novel : Ahmadou
Kourouma's Allah n'est pas obligé,” Paschal B. Kyiiripuo Kyoore focuses on Ahmadou
Kourouma's novel Allah n’est pas oblige and shows that this novel fits the definition of a
“historical novel” because Kourouma uses authentic historical names, places, and eventsas
the raw material for hisfictional creation. Kouroumamakes use of historical “causality” in
the same way that a historian does in compiling a historical work. However, the author of
Allah n'est pas oblige evokes historical personalities in order to lampoon them, and to
criticize dictatorship and those responsible for the civil warsin Liberia and Sierra Leone.
Kyoore makes it clear that Kourouma uses a variety of narrative devices to speak against
injustice on behalf of the voiceless.

Peter Emerson’s contribution, “Majoritarianism, A Cause of Conflict: The Rights and
Wrongs of Self-Determination,” sets the stage by briefly laying out the tragic history of
recent attempts to implement a magjoritarian interpretation of the right of self-determina-
tion. He makes a strong case against the West's obsession with majority rule as the only
legitimate form of democracy, and concludes that many situations of decision making are
best served by some sort of a multi-option preference vote. The suggestion is that recent
history might have been different if majoritarianism was replaced with a procedure that
displayed a greater multiplicity.

The Book Review section concludes thisissue with 11 book reviews. Rory J. Conces
reviewsAzar Nafisi’s Reading Lolitain Tehran: AMemoir of Books (Random House, 2004);
Thomas C. Buchanan reviews Selwyn H.H. Carrington’s The Sugar Industry and Abolition
of the Save Trade, 1775-1810 (University Press of Florida, 2002); David T. Jervisreviews
Gliomee Hermann's The Afrikaners: Biography of a People (University of Virginia Press,
2003) and Fran LisaBuntman’s Robben Island and Prisoner Resistanceto Apartheid (Cam-
bridge University Press, 2004); Ali Kamali reviews Peter L. Berger and Samuel P.
Huntington's Many Globalizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World (Oxford
University Press, 2002); Moshe Gershovich reviews David Schenker’s Dancing with
Saddam: The Strategic Tango of Jordanian-Iraqgi Relations (Lexington Books and The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 2003); A.B. Assensoh and Y.M. Alex-Assensoh
review Joseph C. Dorsey’s Save Traffic in the Age of Abolition: Puerto Rico, West Africa,
and non-Hispanic Caribbeans, 1815-1859 (University Press of Florida, 2003); Joseph K.
Adjaye reviews Verene A. Shepherd's Savery Without Sugar: Diversity in Caribbean
Economy and Society Sncethe 17" Century (University Pressof Florida, 2002); Richard R.
Super reviews The Cuba Reader: History, Culture, Palitics, edited by Aviva Chomsky,
Barry Carr, and Pamela Marie Smarkal off (Duke University Press, 2003); Dale Stover re-
views Religious Fundamentalismin the Contemporary World: Critical Social and Palitical
Issues (L exington Books, 2004), edited by Santosh C. Saha; and David Carey, Jr. reviews
Sherry Johnson’'s The Social Transformation of Eighteenth-Century Cuba (University Press
of Florida, 2001).



The editoria staff of the Journal invites you to continue manuscript submissions for
consideration in future issues. As aways, the ITWSI&R is a refereed publication and is
open to articles and book reviews addressing any aspect of Third World studies. Articles
examining the concept of the Third World are equally solicited. In addition, future issues
will include reviews of films, tranglations, book notes, discussion notes, and interviews.
Submissions should be mailed to the address printed in the Information for Contributors
section of thisissue.

In an attempt to make the journal more readily accessible, the editors have offered an
on-line version of the journal. Whether the journal movesto an on-line only format will be
gauged by the success of this experiment.

The contents of thelast five volumes and the Information for Contributors can befound
on the journal’s website. The journal’s homepage is maintained by the Department of Phi-
losophy and Religion at http://aval on.unomaha.edu/itwsjr/index.htm. For information on
the annual Third World Studies Conference at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, go to
http: //mww.unomaha.edu/~twsc/.

—Rory J. Conces
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|nter nal Displacement in Guatemala
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I ntroduction

Beginning in the late 1980s, the collapse of the former
Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War heralded a new
dawn for many in the global community premised on the
ostensible and peaceful transition to democratic rule coupled
with material prosperity grounded on freetrade. Yet, for an
estimated 25 million people scattered across the regions of
Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America, one of theworld's
most acute and growing crisis was beginning to gain recog-
nition as a global socio-political issue. Interna Displace-
ment is now recognized as both ahuman tragedy and one of
the most pressing challengesto beset the global community
at the start of the 21 century.

Primarily becauseinternal displacement did not become
visible until the post-cold war period, it is often thought to
be apost-cold war phenomenon. However, as Roberta Cohen
and Francis Deng assert, internal displacement is not new
and major cases of displacement took place either during
the cold war or were significantly affected by cold war poli-
ciest!

Unlike refugeeswho crossinternational borders, inter-
nally displaced persons (IDPs) remain within the territorial
frontiers of their countries. Additionally, in contrast to refu-
geeswho are afforded some measure of legal protection and
assistancein accordance with internationa conventionsand
regional declarations, IDPsfall outsidethisumbrellaof rights
with the exception of Article 40 of the Geneva Convention
and Article 17 of Additional Protocol 11. Despite this modi-
cum of support and the belief that “rights have no borders,”
IDPs are captives of the nation-state system that rests on
principlesof territorial sovereignty and non-interventioninto
the“internal” affairs of states because they are till in their
home country.

Intheearly 1990s, while scholarly attentionto the prob-
lem of internal displacement was in its infancy, several
United Nations agencies and international organizations
outside the UN framework have been instrumental in plac-
ing the crisis of internal displacement on the global politi-
cal agenda. In 1992 a United Nations Commission on Hu-
man Rights (UNCHR) asked UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali to appoint a special representative to the
newly created post of Specia Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Internally Displaced Persons. Despite
this voluntary position, Special Representative Deng does

not have a mandate to politically and economically assist
thiscategory of people. Instead, withinthe UN system, only
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has
ever acted on behalf of IDPs in situations when they have
been commingled with returning refugees. According to
Deng, in situations where the UN does assist, the UNHCR
remains reluctant to involve itself too deeply into the IDP
issue for a variety of reasons, including, inter alia, its un-
willingness to compromise its “core” work with refugees.?
Scholarly attention to the crisis of internal displacement is
arelatively recent force in academia. It was Cohen and
Deng's prodigious 1998 study that proved to be the turning
point in academic circles. The growing body of literatureis
an indication of our expanding interest and awareness of
IDPs. Generally, the literature can be divided into a broad
variety of categories. Among these categories are topics
addressing complex emergencies or conflicts that produce
IDPs; country-specific case studies; discussions over the
nature and definition of who is an IDP; the impact of dis-
placement on gender; response mechanisms that provide
increased understanding of how individuas, families, and
communities cope during the various phases of displace-
ment; and, the work of humanitarian and development or-
ganizations that offer protection and assistance.

Despite the growing academic attention to the issue of
IDPs, thereisalso anoticeable gap intheliterature. What is
lacking isany systematic analysis of the post return/resettle-
ment phase of displacement. There remains little, if any,
effort to identify, let a one quantify the number and types of
IDPs whoever, and for whatever reasons, were not able to
return and resettle. Thisunderstanding isimportant because
it would allow usto devel op aform of measurement of when
an IDP ceases to be an IDP and to develop a typology of
displacement when multiple reasonsfor this condition exist
simultaneously.®

This observation begs the following question. Does
one's status as an | DP depend solely on the recognition by
international organi zationsbased on the prevailing principles
and standards of who is an IDP? Or is there an inherent
psychological element to displacement based on self-iden-
tification? If self-identification playsarole, under what cir-
cumstances will an IDP self-identify as such or not? This
last question is particularly important in circumstanceswhere
IDPsin the post return/resettlement phase face serious rep-
rehension especially if they are believed to have played a



supposed rolein fostering internal strife that led to conflict
induced displacement.

This scenario is paramount in Guatemala because the
conflict-induced | DPs were thought to be guerrilla sympa
thizers. In the post-civil war context, the safe return and
resettlement of this group is extremely precarious.* As we
discovered, many of the conflict-driven displaced are still
considered to be IDPs. However, they do not identify them-
selves as IDPs as a protection mechanism to explain the
fact that they have not returned or resettled. An understand-
ing of thisisimportant when the IDP situation is continu-
ous over an extended period of time and when IDPs |ocate
in areas aready inhabited by persons or groups who are
uprooted for reasons other than conflict and civil war.

I nter nal Displacement in Guatemala

Guatemala's 36-year civil war officially ended on 29
December 1996 with the signing of the AgreementonaFirm
and Lasting Peace between the Guatemal an government and
the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG).
This agreement represented the final step in a series of pre-
viously negotiated accords between the government and the
guerrillasthat began in 1994 under the auspi ces of the United
Nations. With the official ending of the civil war, previ-
ously agreed upon accords such asthe 17 June 1994 Agree-
ment on the Resettlement of Population Groups Uprooted
by the Armed Conflict could officialy enter into force. The
provisions of the resettlement agreement called for the es-
tablishment of aTechnical Commission (CTEAR) toimple-
ment anumber of principlesthat would alow for thereturn
and resettlement of Guatemala's estimated 100,000 refu-
geesand 1 million internally displaced.

However, when CTEAR concluded its work, its final
report listed only 324,187 personsthat had been resettled as
part of thetotal uprooted population—afigurethat includes
both returning refugees and theinternally displaced. For the
purposes of implementing the resettlement accord, CTEAR
identified five“ zones of peace” inwhich return and resettle-
ment would occur. These zones of peace consisted of the
following five Guatemal an Departments: Quiche, Peten, Alta
Verapaz, San Marcos, and Huehuetenango. Ironically, dur-
ing the civil war, the government classified these samefive
departmentsas* zones of conflict.” Excluded from CTEAR's
resettlement were the approximately 600,000 | DPswho left
their original villagesin the conflict zones and relocated in
the environs of Guatemala City and the southern region of
the country—departments not included in the zones of peace
for the purpose of resettlement. Adding to the predicament
concerning the return and resettlement of Guatemalan IDPs
remainsthe often overlapping and differing dataon thetopic.
Moreover, when the final peace accord was signed ending
the civil war, several international organizations such asthe
U.S. Committee for Refugees, the International Organiza-
tion for Migration (IOM), and the UNHCR assumed that
Guatemala no longer had an IDP problem. Many of these
organi zations based this assumption on the erroneous belief

DiGeorgio-Lutz and Hale

that the resettlement agreement repatriated the refugeesand
returned or resettled all the IDPs who intended to return.
However, the facts on the ground do not support this as-
sumption. Thereality isthat most of Guatemala's|DPs, dis-
placed asaresult of the civil war, were simply not resettled.
Furthermore, the IDP problem in Guatemala is not declin-
ing; instead, it is increasing. This increase, in part, exists
because of the unresolved land issue and the growing num-
ber of government sponsored forced evictions of indigenous
marginalized communities.®

Most of the victims of Guatemala's civil war were the
indigenous Mayan. Even though they comprise the major-
ity of the country’s population, the Mayans remain politi-
cally, economically, and socially marginalized. They con-
stitute the vast majority of Guatemala's poor, its land-less
peasants, urban shanty dwellers, and IDPs who were not
included in the resettlement agreement. Despite the end of
the civil war, many of Guatemala’'s remaining | DPs cannot
voluntarily return to their place of origin. In part, the
government’s scorched-earth counterinsurgency war in the
zones of conflict between 1981-83 completely destroyed
more than 440 Mayan villages along with the Mayan’s abil-
ity to engage in subsistence agriculture. In other instances,
squatter groups now occupy many villages and homes that
escaped compl ete destruction in the conflict zones. In other
circumstances, conflict-induced IDPs face serious human
rights violations should they attempt to return because of
the stigma of their alleged association as guerrilla sympa-
thizers.®

During the civil war in Guatemala, indigenous leaders
who asserted land rights were persecuted as communists
and subversives. The government’s violent dispossession
of indigenous land deprived the Mayan of their means of
survival and endangered their cultural traditions. Even after
thecivil war, indigenousrural groupshave persistently called
upon the state to uphold Article 67 of the Constitution that
protects indigenous land, yet the judicial branch routinely
recognizes individual landlord claims that are often absen-
tee over the indigenous that renders their land subject to
expropriation, sale, or break-up. This, in turn, only serves
to fuel further displacement.

ThelDPissuein Guatemalaremainsimportant because
many of the indigenous and IDPs do not believe that the
conflict is over. Many of the IDPs surveyed for this study
believe that the civil war in Guatemala till rages at a psy-
chological level. Moreover, the successful consolidation of
the peace process will depend on the extent to which the
government is able and willing to address the issue of the
IDPs. At present, it is the government’s view that IDPs are
not a special group; instead, they are in the same general
situation as the rest of the population facing extreme pov-
erty.”

Conflict displacement has been central to the experi-
ence of theindigenous population afflicted by Guatemala's
bloody civil war. Prior to 1980, internal displacement as a
result of civil conflict was reserved more for individuals
being targeted as subversives — a theoretical paradox be-



Internal Displacement

cause individuals were not afforded IDP status. Moreover,
until the rise of the “Scorched Earth Campaign” displace-
ment, both internal and external, was only a “collateral”
effect of the violence engulfing the state. As aresult of this
campaign, displacement then became an actual
counterinsurgency policy objective.

Beginning in 1983, military strategy shifted and was
directed at resettling the Mayan communities under the con-
trol of theArmy. The military attempted to ingtitute this strat-
egy by creating “mode” villages and “re-education” pro-
gramsin the regionsthat were the most conflictive; by rely-
ing on the civilian patrols (PAC) formed by the military;
and through the military appointment of local leaders. Yet,
many displaced did not return or resettle given the State’'s
“stigmatization” of the Mayan villagers as either guerrillas
or guerrillasympathi zerswho wereresponsiblefor thearmed
confrontation.

Indigenous villages in Quiche, San Marcos,
Chimaltenango, Alta Verapaz, Baja Verapaz, and
Huehuetenango were targeted specifically because of their
alleged entanglement with guerrillas. It was the belief of
General Efrain Rios Montt’s government (1981-83) that if
thebasesfor popular guerrillasupport among theindigenous
were destroyed, then the guerrillas would be broken. This
belief trandated into apolicy that left the Guatemal an people
with few choices other than flight. The Recovery of Histori-
cal Memory Project, REHMI, basicaly identified similar
patterns of displacement during the civil war as did the
Guatemala Memory of Slence: Report of the Commission
for Historical Clarification Conclusions and Recommen-
dations. REHMI, however, did identify two distinct forms
of displacement: individual and community. Individual dis-
placement took place mainly in the urban areas during the
1960s and 1970s. This type of displacement was the result
of particular persons being targeted exclusively as
subversives. Moreover, individua flight occurred only if
the targeted individua’s family that remained behind had
an adequate socia and safety network. However, what gen-
eraly happened was that family members of the individual
who was displaced would often follow in an effort at family
reunification thereby contributing to the displacement prob-
lem.

According to REHMI, displacement inrural areastypi-
cally took placein groups and thusinvolved entire commu-
nities. Direct violence committed against the community
was most often the catalyst for flight. Also, flight asaresult
of the fear of violence was not uncommon. In some cases
theindigenous wereforced to flee asaresult of the destruc-
tion of land, amilitary objective that effectively left thein-
digenous population with very little means of subsistence.
Because most communities were forced to flee in the face
of violent massacresthey were not ableto escape with much
more than very basic essentials. Most families lost all of
their property as a result of the violence. Given the abrupt
and hurried nature of flight most families were not able to
take any food or other essentialswith them. Asaresult they
were forced to scavenge for food in the wilderness where

theterrain was most inhospitable and unfavorable. Survival
inthewilderness ranged from short periods of time consist-
ing of aweek or less, to months or years while in transit to
more hospitablelocations. Displacement and survival inthe
wilderness led to the break up of family units, questions
about whether or not any family still existed, the status of
fellow community members, and whether or not return
would ever be possible.®

The IDP situation is particularly acute in Guatemala
City where a number of different types of IDPs are inter-
spersed in marginalized communities. Compounding their
predicament is the lack of cohesion among these disparate
IDPswhose only basisof unity istheland issue. Also, many
of the grassroots organizations that address the IDP issue
often work at cross purposes making it difficult for IDPsto
present a unified front before government. The IDPs in
Guatemala City remain invisible and thereisageneral lack
of opportunities for them to return to their place of origin
since the signing of the 1996 peace agreement. Moreover,
the data on the number of IDPsisunreliable and the figures
on displacement are only estimates given the lack of sys-
temized data collection efforts.

Although Guatemala has always experienced episodes
of internal migration owing to changing socio-economic
dynamics that revolved around agriculture and industrial
development, these patterns changed with the escalation of
the civil war in the 1980s. To date, only two studies have
attempted to categorize Guatemala's | DPs—Santiago Bastos
and Manuel Camus's 1994 study, Los desplazados por la
violencia en la Ciudad de Guatemala and the 1997 study
sponsored by The Association for the Advancement of the
Socia Sciencesin Guatemala(AVANSCO). Thelatter study
identified two types of IDPs. The first category identifies
those who fled between 1980 and 1982 and were displaced
inthe mountains near their place of origin. The bulk of these
IDPs formed what became known as the communities of
popular resistance (CPRs). The second categories, the dis-
persed-displaced, are those conflict IDPs who fled to two
areasin particular—Guatemal a City and the southern coast.
The AVANSCO study concluded that the dispersed-dis-
placed are more difficult to analyze because they are scat-
tered, hidden, and remain anonymous among both the ur-
ban and rural poor. Furthermore, the dispersed-displaced
areinadequately represented within the social sciencesand
by the international community, non-governmental organi-
zations, and governmental agencies that could offer them
protection and assistance. Their inadequate representation
is attributed to their lack of identification as a collective
group of IDPswhose needs are based on their forced relo-
cation.®

The Bastos and Camus study explored the condition of
Guatemala City’s IDPs from the standpoint of their lack of
adaptation to urban life and their limited ability to commu-
nicate because they only spokeindigenouslanguages. More-
over, Bastos and Camus noted that the violence and forced
flight to safety left many enduring scars on this particular
population, which may account for their reluctance to as-



sert their claims. While these studies are important because
both of them draw similar conclusions and deepen our un-
derstanding of the particular features of their situation, they
are not representative of Guatemala's IDP population for
several reasons. First, both studies are in Spanish and their
circulationislimited. Secondly, the Bastosand Camus study
predates the end of the civil war and the subsequent, albeit,
ostensible resolution of the IDP situation.

Thereisnointernational instrument that addresseswhen
an IDP ceases to be classified as such. The end of the civil
war in Guatemala did not terminate the fact that there is a
substantial IDP population; hence, theimportance of devel-
oping a typology of the nhumber and type of IDPs. On a
moretheoretical note, the devel opment of atypology of IDPs
would beuniversally applicableacrossarange of IDP cases.
As such, this would permit the development of theoretical
frameworks beyond the more broadly defined humanitar-
ian constructs that underscore studies in this area. Specifi-
cally, atypology of IDPs could lead to concept and theory
building along dimensions of areas such ascivil society and
democrati zation studies. Additionally, such atypology could
be used for comparative studiesthat examine similarly situ-
ated IDPs in cross-cultural and diverse palitical settings.
Studies such asthis could enhance our understanding of the
phases of displacement and how the international commu-
nity might best address the issue of displacement.

Preliminary Survey Findings

In several preliminary exchanges with IDPs in three
marginalized communitieswithin theenvironsof Guatemala
City (El Tuerto, Los Canolitos, and Via Canales) the major-
ity of individuals and families identified economics as the
primary reason for them taking up residence in their par-
ticular community. Our survey instrument included both
open-ended and a closed-ended questionnaire. Our closed-
ended questionnaire gathered demographic data as well as
information specific to theflight phase of displacement, such
as whether they were forced to flee, with whom did they
leave, and the locations and duration of their temporary
settlement. Our open-ended questions asked respondentsto
recant their ordeal in anecdotal terms.

In El Tuerto, our interviews with 28 families and nu-
merousindividual s revealed that most of them had left their
place of origin prior to the period they identified as “the
violence” and that all of them resided in two to three other
locations before settling in El Tuerto. The central concern
that these residents expressed wastitle to land. When asked
if they knew of persons residing in this community who
were internally displaced because of the violence, the resi-
dents replied in the affirmative. Although they were reluc-
tant to explicitly say so, their response to this question sug-
gested that the conflict-induced displaced residents of El
Tuerto congtituted a distinct category. When further que-
ried about the conflict-induced displaced, the economic dis-
placed residents of El Tuerto indicated that they had little
contact with that group.

DiGeorgio-Lutz and Hale

In Los Canolitos, 18 displaced familiesoriginally from
Quiche whose displacement could be categorized as con-
flict-induced because of their reasons given for displace-
ment and the specific time frame in which their displace-
ment occurred. However, nearly al of these families were
hesitant to self-identify as conflict-induced displaced. One
family described themselves as* not displaced, but in aplace
not of their origin.” When asked if they would liketo return
to their homes in Quiche, one family responded that fear
keeps them from returning while another family noted that
they have nothing to return to in that Department. Among
this group only one of the families admitted that they had
extensive awareness of CONDEG-the Council of Displaced
Persons of Guatemala formed to obtain land and housing
for IDPsand their right to return to their communities from
wherethey originally fled. Despitethis awareness, thisfam-
ily believed that CONDEG no longer represented popular
issues but has grown more NGO-like.

InViaCanales, five of seven families, who were origi-
nally from Quiche al cited the violence as the reason for
their leaving in the early 1980s; however, once again, they
are reluctant to self-identify as conflict-induced displaced.
Their hesitancy, in part, could be attributed to the fear that
most of them expressed as reason for their unwillingnessto
return to their place of origin. Among the residents of this
community, the land issue and their dire conditions of pov-
erty are paramount among their immediate concerns.

While the 57 families and individual s surveyed repre-
sent only asmall number of IDPsin and around Guatemala
City, their circumstances do seem to indicate that the for-
mal peace of 1996 and the Accord on the Uprooted Popula-
tion did not cast awide net over Guatemalan society. One
observation can be noted—despite the differences in rea
sons cited for displacement across the three communities,
the land issue remains a pervasive theme among the IDPs
surveyed. Additionally, while some cohesiveness was evi-
dent among the residents within each of the three commu-
nities, these | DPs appeared to self-sel ect on the basis of their
self-identification as the root cause of their displacement.
More research is needed that includes future visits to
marginalized and displaced communitieswith residentswho
self-identify as conflict-induced displaced so that they can
be compared to this preliminary group.

Conclusion

These preliminary findings |ead us back to our original
questionsregarding | DPs and self-identifi cation—when does
an IDP ceaseto be an IDP? If these individual s are unwill-
ing to self-identify as conflict induced internally displaced
and, if they consider themselves to be at home despite the
fact they are not in their origina place of origin, do we as
researchers have the right to still call them internally dis-
placed? If an IDP does in fact identify as being displaced,
but for reasons other than conflict how then do we classify
them? For example, what if a community predominately
expresses the sentiment that they are internally displaced
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due to lack of economic choices in their places of origin?
Even if it is easy to surmise that the economic degradation
of society is adirect result of the violence inflicted on the
population are we able to call these people conflict dis-
placed? Even still, if we do find those who are conflict-
induced displaced and are willing to self-identify as such,
but are unwilling to return, are they no longer an IDP? If
one considers oneself to be resettled for whatever reason,
then have they ceased to be displaced? These are some of
the questions we as researchers are trying to discern.

Clearly, inthe case of Guatemala, if thefear factor pre-
cludes both the self-identification of, and the return of con-
flict-induced IDPs, then we in the academic community are
left with a gross misunderstanding of what the Peace Ac-
cordsintended to accomplish. Additionally, if economicsis
the reason cited most often for past and present internal dis-
placement regardless of the actual cause, then surely the
rehabilitation of Guatemalan society after 36 years of civil
war is compromised when over half its population remains
outside the umbrella of civic inclusion. Surely, one would
not anticipate that this rehabilitation would occur instanta-
neously; however, the international community has for the
most part done just that. As an academic community and as
privileged outside observersit isimperative that we recog-
nize Guatemala's internal displacement problem as being
unresolved by the 1994 Accord on Resettlement, and the
subsequent 1996 peace agreement. Until the issue of inter-
nal displacement is settled for all of Guatemala's citizens
how will peace ever be firmor lasting?
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I ntroduction

African writing in European languages has evolved over
the years, and so have the themes and the narrative strate-
gies. During the colonia era, African writers were mainly
concerned with challenging the myths and Euro-centric per-
ceptions often created about Africans by Westerners. They
challenged the moral, political, and economic legitimacy of
colonialism, and also sought to educate Westerners as well
as Africans themselves on African traditions and customs.
In the post-independence era, African writers have drawn
on recent history for their imagination and have mostly
turned to concerns about governance in the post-colonial
states. In this study, | attempt to delineate the connection
between history, political discourse, and narrative strategies
in a recent francophone West African novel. The Ivorian
writer Ahmadou Kourouma is one of those authors whose
writing focuses on politics among other agendasin Africa.
In an earlier study, | argued that Kourouma's Monng, out-
rages et défisisahistorical novel.t Allah n’est pasobligéis
also ahistorical novel, though not in the conventional sense
in which historical novel is defined. In a study on
Kourouma sMonné, outrages, et défis, Abiolalrele observed
that:

Although not exactly ahistorical novel inthe con-
ventional sense, the fact that the work draws di-
rectly upon the actual facts of the history of French
colonialisminWest Africafor itsthemeand for its
system of allusions makes it particularly interest-
ing for considering the function of narrativein its
projection of the historical consciousnessin mod-
ern African literature.?

In this study, | am interested in how Kourouma uses
narrativein hisprojection of historical consciousness. Irele’'s
assertionisrelevant inareading of Allah n’est pasobligé, a
novel that isinspired by the recent history of post-colonial
states in the West African region. Narrative techniques
Kouroumaemploysin thisnovel demonstrate how adept he
isat using history asraw material for hisfictional imagina-
tion. As characteristic in his other novels, he draws on oral
narrative techniques and manipulates the French language
in amanner that istypical of hiswriting in general.

The rapprochement between history and fiction is the
subject of a study by Hayden White.® According to White,

what distinguishes “historical” from “fictional” stories is
first and foremost their content, rather than their form. He
goes on to assert that the content of historical storiesisreal
events, events that really happened, rather than imaginary
events, eventsinvented by the narrator. White also believes
that what this implies is that the form in which historical
events present themselvesto a prospective narrator isfound
rather than constructed. What White postulates here is in-
teresting for a reading of Kourouma's novel which is in-
spired by recent historical eventsin West Africa. If itisthe
content rather than the form that distinguishes the “ histori-
cal” from the “fictional,” as White asserts, then what status
doweaccordtothe“fictional” whichisinspired by the* his-
torical” ? White attempts to answer this question when he
postulates that what distinguishes historical fiction from
history is not only the marrying of real events with imagi-
nary ones but also the fact that the form in the narrative is
constructed by the author. 4 What makes his theory even
more interesting for us is the fact that in constructing the
form of his narrative, Kouroumaresorts to narrative strate-
gies that deconstruct the dominant discourse in the history
that inspires his fictional creation, as | intend to demon-
gtrate in this study. His narrative strategies are also deter-
mined by historical time— post-colonial Africa— and cul-
tural codes — African oral narrative forms.

In this study, using theoriesin historical fiction, | con-
tend that in his novel, Kourouma makes use of historical
“causality” the same way a historian does in a historical
work. For me, history is not merely about the distant past.
Rather, history continuesto manifest itself in the present as
weseein Kouoruma'snovel. Yet Kouroumaevokes histori-
cal personalitiesin order to lampoon them, and to critique
dictatorship and those responsible for the civil wars in
Liberiaand Sierra L eonerespectively. To do this, Kourouma
blends history with fiction through an effective use of cer-
tain narrative techniques such as humor, proverbs, flash-
backs, and the use of a diegetic picaresque-like narrative
voice that speaks against injustice on behalf of the voice-
less, the subaltern.

Historical Fiction and National

| dentities

In their introduction to the book on Identities that they
co-edited, KwameA ppiah and Henry L ouis Gates comment
that:



Ethnic and nationa identities operate in the lives
of individuals by connecting them with some
people, dividing them from others. Such identities
are often deeply integral to aperson’ssense of self,
defining an “1” by placing it against a background
“we."®

| find this contention relevant in my assessment of
Kourouma's narrative about national and ethnic identities.
The life of the narrator, Birima, is intrinsicaly linked to
that of others he revealsto the reader through his narrative
by akind of “destiny.” Yet this “destiny” is forged through
the acts of people who try to connect with some while striv-
ing to distance themselves from others. Their sense of an
“1" and a“we” is defined in terms of ethnic, national, and
classidentities. It isthrough the use of history asraw mate-
rial that Kouroumaskillfully creates afictional story that is
so close to the lives and destinies of the peoples of the re-
gion, and in the process questions how political discourse
shapes people’s identities.

Kourouma'snovel isabout representing the past through
fictional discourse. Hisfiction helps us understand the past
but also the present, because people’s identities have been
affected by events of the recent past. But how do historians
and novelists represent the past? According to Hayden
White, the past can only be represented in either conscious-
ness or discourse in an “imaginary” way because the past
by definitionisabout events and processes considered to be
no longer perceivable.® If what White postulates is plau-
sible, then thisis arapprochement between history and fic-
tion. Both are by this manner of reasoning “imaginary.” It
also makesit interesting in thislight to see how legitimateit
isto argue as Paul Veynes does that the novelist can ques-
tion historical causality.” Oneway Kouroumaquestions his-
torical causality is through the discourse he creates around
national identities and political discourse.

In this section of the essay, | focus on the importance
of ethnic and national identitiesin the history that servesas
raw material for Kourouma's novel. In the section that fol-
lows, | will thenillustrate what narrative strategies he uses
to deconstruct the political discourse that forges the identi-
ties of peoples. Kourouma's narrator introduces himself as
a “p'tit negre parce que je parle ma le francais® (a little
nigger boy because | speak French badly). Thisis a subtle
allusion to the history of colonizer-colonized relationship
and the pejorative manner in which the French refer to Afri-
canswho do not speak what is considered standard French.
Yet, Kourouma's narrative is not about colonial relation-
ships, but rather about inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic conflicts
inthe West African region. He refersto someAfrican coun-
tries as “républiques bananiéres corrompues de I’ Afrique
francophone”® (corrupt banana republics of francophone
Africa). Several times he alludes specifically to some coun-
triesinthe sameterms. For example, “ unerépubliquefoutue
et corrompue comme en Guinée, en Coéted' Ivoire etc. etc.”1°
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(a damned hopeless and corrupt republic as in Guinea, in
Ivory Coast etc.).

Ethnicity is important in the history the novel evokes
because it defines peopl€e’s identities. The narrator intro-
duces himself asaMalinke:

Les Malinkés, ¢’est marace amoi. C'est la sorte
de negres noirs africains indigénes qui sont
nombreux au nord de la Cote d’ lvoire, en Guinée
et dans d’ autres républiques bananiéres et foutues
comme Gambie, Sierra Leone et Sénégal la-bas
etc.t

[The Malinke are my own ethnic group. They are
the kind of nigger black indigenous Africans who
are many in northern Ivory Coast, in Guinea and
in other banana and damned republics such as
Gambia, Sierral_eone, and Senegal over thereetc.]

Though the emphasis is not on pre-colonia history,
Kourouma attempts to situate recent West African history
within the framework of a past in which artificial borders
were created. Those borders now share something in com-
mon. In the novel, they represent the human tragedy the
novel describes. In terms of political identity, Liberia, Si-
erra Leone, and Céte d'Ivoire are well demarcated by po-
litical discourse and by official borders, while at the same
time emphasizing how they shape ethnic and national iden-
tities.

Malinke identity in al the West African countries is
defined by the commonality of culture, and not necessarily
by the identity of post-colonial nation-states. Indeed,
Kourouma's novel is about the tragedy of how identities
are defined by who wields power and who has the political
power to define peopl € scitizenship, and for that matter their
identity. The main characters in the novel constantly find
themselves having to define their identity, or to have it de-
fined for them by others who attempt to erase their identity.
The only way to survive the mayhem isto constantly iden-
tify themselves with the ethnic group that wields power in
the country at any specific timein history. They also define
their identities at each border crossing, emphasizing, when
politically prudent for their own safety, their Malinke ori-
gin. Nationality becomes less important than ethnicity in
this reshaping of history. Yet the two areintertwined. Also,
class, asin the case of the military, isimportant in thistype
of political discourse.

Another important factor in recent West African his-
tory that inspires Kourouma's novel is the phenomenon of
child soldiers.? The narrator (Birama) isachild soldier who
travels between several countries. His personal adventures
during these travel s become the motif for portrayal of his-
torical characters and historical events. He tells us that he
haskilled alot of peoplein Liberiaand Sierra L eone where
he was a child soldier. He is haunted by the ghosts
(“gnamas”) of hisnumerousvictims. Palitical discourse has
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made a street child such as Birama an important agent in
the civil warsin theregion. Civil wars reconstruct people's
identities and Birama's national identity becomes blurred
in his peregrinations across borders in search of means of
survival.

The narrator is not an authentic historical figure. Yet
the evocation of authentic family and ethnic names empha-
sizestheimportance of these cultura traitsin the palitics of
identity intheregion. Birama'sfamily and ethnic identities
inaway shape hisdestiny. At borders, he and the other trav-
elers can only survive the gaze of enemy soldiersaslong as
they are not identified with the enemy ethnic camp.

Joking relationships among ethnic groups are impor-
tant in how they define themselves, and the narrator takes
advantage of this social reality in his humorous description
of some characters:

Les Bambara sont parfois aussi appelés Sobis,
Senoufos, Kabiés, etc. Ils étaient nus avant la
colonisation. On les appelait les hommes nus.*®

[The Bambara are sometimes also called Sobis,
Senoufos, Kahiés, etc. Before colonization, they
were naked. They were called the naked people.]

These joking relations have been maintained through-
out the history of the region, and Kourouma appropriates
this humor in order to deconstruct the political discourse
about national and ethnic identities.

Oneimportant characteristic of ahistorical novel isthat
it evokes names of people, places, and historical eventsthat
are verifiable. In Kourouma's novel, the narrator, Birama,
is a fictional character, and so are a lot of the characters
such as the military with whom he comes into direct con-
tact. Yet, Kourouma al so evokes authentic important politi-
cal characters in the recent history of the West African re-
gion. They areimportant charactersin terms of therolethey
each played in the civil wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone
respectively. For example, Charles Taylor (president of
Liberia until rebel forces and the pressure of the interna-
tional community forced him out of power at the time this
study was done) was responsible in many ways for some of
the atrocities committed in the Liberian civil war. With the
humor that characterizes the whole novel, this is how the
narrator describes political figures:

Il'y avait au Liberiaquatre bandits de grand chemin:
Doe, Taylor, Johnson, El Hadji, et d’ autres fretins
bandits.4

[In Liberia, there were four highway bandits: Doe,
Taylor, Johnson, El Hadji Koroma, and other small
fry bandits.]

Thenarrator evokesnot only historical personalitiesbut
also authentic political groups such as the National Patri-

otic Front of Liberia: “NPFL est le mouvement du bandit
Taylor qui séme la terreur dans la région”*® (NPFL is the
movement of the bandit Taylor who spreads terror in the
region). When he evokesthe name of another political group
and itsassociation with Samuel Doe, thisishow hedescribes
it:

UNIMO (United Liberian Movement) ou
Mouvement de I’ Unité Libérienne, ¢'est la bande
des loyalistes, les héritiers du bandit de grand
chemin, le président-dictateur Samuel Doe qui fut
dépécé. Il fut dépécé un aprés-midi brumeux dans
Monrovia le terrible, capitale de la Répubique de
Libériaindépendante depuis 1860. Wal ahé (au nom
d Allah)!e

[UNIMO (United Liberian Movement) isthe band
of theloyalists, theinheritors of the high-way ban-
dit, the president-dictator Samuel Doe who was
dismembered. He was dismembered onefoggy af -
ternooninterrible Monrovia, capital of the Repub-
lic of Liberiaindependent since 1860. Walahé (in
the name of Allah!]

The violence in the text is metaphoric of the violence
that permeates the history that serves as raw material for
the novel. The death of Doeitself was documented inavid-
eotape that was circulated around the world, emphasizing
the senselessness and the inhumanity in dictatorship, mili-
tary intervention, and their attendant consequences. This
video that was created by the perpetratorsin order to docu-
ment their own inhuman act becomes part of historical docu-
mentation. It is interpreted differently in different commu-
nities around the world outside the context in which it was
produced. In away, it provides evidence for a criticism of
theregimethat replaced Samuel Doe's. The video servesas
atestimony for why most African countries need political
reforms so badly. Neither Samuel Do€'s dictatoria regime
nor that of the onesthat overthrew his government had any
political or moral legitimacy toruleover Liberians. By evok-
ing this history, Kourouma questions historical causality.

The novel deplores the different forms of ethnic vio-
lence. Samuel Doe, aKrahn, and Thomas Quionpka, aGyo,
who belong to the largest ethnic groups, kill all the Afro-
American senators and then massacre their family mem-
bers. Identity is defined by ethnicity and class, and some-
times identities are defined by suppressing the identities of
others, as we see in the massacres.

Doe makes mockery of democracy when he quits the
army to beelected asacivilian president. Kouroumaevokes
thistragic history with his characteristic humor:

Et la constitution fut un dimanche matin votée a
99,99% des votants. A 99,99% parce que 100% ca
faisait pastres sérieux. Cafaisait ouya-ouya.l”
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[And the congtitution was approved one Sunday
morning by a vote of 99.99%. A 99.99% vote be-
cause 100% did not look very serious. It was ouya-
ouya.]

In many ways, Kourouma's language is a subversive one.
The narrator is a child soldier. Yet obviously the author
mani pulates his language and speaks about politicswith an
intellectual maturity that is not possible in a person of the
age of the narrator. But the strategy is to use humor to sub-
vert the discourse of political figures such as Doe.

Inthistragic story of civil war in Liberia, Kouroumais
very critical of theinternational community too. Thisispar-
ticularly the case in the description of how Doe was killed
at atime ECOMOG seemed to bein control of thingsinthe
Liberian capital. The choicethat the historical novelist (just
like the historian) makes as to what to narrate is a subjec-
tive one. The choice of eventsthat inspire Kourouma's fic-
tionisclearly astrategy to have an impact on the psyche of
the reader. The violent language in the narrative is an ideo-
logical choice that Kourouma makes.

In the second part of the novel, the narrator takes usto
neighboring Sierra Leone where the same drama of civil
war plays out, again with the use of child soldiers as was
the case in Liberia. For Kourouma the novelist, the trag-
edies that played out in the recent history of the two coun-
tries are interconnected. It is an indictment of ethnic and
national politics in the West African region. These are the
civil wars that have redefined the identity of millions of
people in the region. And it is not fortuitous that the same
child soldier narrator takes us across the border to reveal
the tragic history of Sierra Leone. The international com-
munity has tried to interpret this recent history, and so it is
not a coincidence that recently Charles Taylor wasindicted
by aninternational court of justicein SierraLeonefor crimes
against humanity for hisrolein the civil war that happened
in that country.

The narrator describes Sierra Leone as a “bordel”
(bloody hell):

La Sierra Leone c'est le bordel, oui, le bordel au
carré. On dit qu’'un pays est le bordel au simple
guand des bandits de grand chemin se partagent le
pays comme au Liberia.’8

[Sierra Leone is the bloody hell. Yes, the squared
bloody hell. We say that a country is simply the
bloody hell when highway bandits divide the coun-
try among themselves like in Liberia]

“Bandits’” isahumorousterm that becomesarefrainin
the entire narrative to aptly describe atragic history.

Thetragic history of SierraL.eoneisalso about the sup-
pressed discourse of the subaltern. Asin Liberia, identity is
defined by who wields political power:

Kyoore

En SierraLeone, &aient dansladanse!’ association
deschasseurs, le Kamgjor, et ledémocrate K abbah,
en plusdesbandits Foday Sankoh, Johnny K oroma,
et certainsfretins de bandits. C' est pourquoi on dit
gu’en Sierra L eonerégne plusquele bordel, régne
le bordel au carré.]®®

[In Sierra Leone, the hunters association, the
Kamagjor, and the democrat Kabbah, aswell asthe
bandits Foday Sankoh, Johnny Koroma, and cer-
tain small fry bandits were in the dance. That is
why it is said that in Sierra Leone there is more
than the bloody hell, there is the squared bloody
hell.]

The narrator tells us Sierra L eone used to be a haven of
peace, then goes on to recall how thefirst president, Milton
Margai, favored members of his own ethnic group. Thisis
aptly portrayed in a proverb: “Ca, ¢'éait normal, on suit
I’ éléphant dans la brousse pour ne pas étre mouillé par la
rose” 2 (that was normal; one follows an elephant in the
bush in order not to be wetted by the dew). The history of
the civil war in Sierra Leone is one of betrayal of what |
would call the “petit peuple” (the powerless ordinary
people). And Kourouma suggests that this was done “avec
lacomplicité du bandit Taylor dece pays[leLiberial” (with
the complicity of Taylor thebandit of that country [Liberia]).
Yet the betrayal of the people in this history was accentu-
ated by the dubious nature of the intervention of the inter-
national community, Houphouet Boigny of Céte d'Ivoire
being the target of Kourouma's most invective diatribe.
There are other heads of state of the region who are also
targets of Kourouma's sarcasm: Abacha of Nigeria, and
Eyadema of Togo for example:

On fait appel au nouveau sage de I’ Afrique, au
nouveau doyen d’&ge des dictateurs africains, le
dictateur Eyadema. Levieux dictateur Houphouet-
Boigny qui, depuis des lustres, remplissait ceréle
a casse la pipe entre temps.2

[They apped to the new sage of Africa, the new
most senior member of the African dictators, the
dictator Eyadema. The old dictator Houphouet-
Boigny who, for along time played this role, has
in the meantime kicked the bucket.]

In narrating the story of the civil war, Kourouma re-
calls how victims' arms were cut off. The narrator aludes
to thistragedy when he recounts how thefictional character
Tieffi “avoulu nous envoyer dans I’ abattoir; c'est le coin
ou on coupait lesmainset lesbrasdescitoyenssierra-leonais
pour les empécher de voter”? (wanted to send us to the
dlaughterhouse. That was where they cut the hands and the
arms of Sierra Leonean citizens in order to prevent them
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from voting). This inhuman act is a very symbolic way of
terrifying the population into accepting a government im-
posed on them. It is an attempt to deny them of the will to
exercisetheir demaocratic rights. The narrator identifiesfive
groups involved in the armed conflict in Sierra Leone, and
asin the case of Liberia, the natural resources of the coun-
try become paradoxically the symbol of the armed conflict
as the different factions fight for control of the diamond
and gold regions.

Thus, Kourouma's novel is afictional documentation
of ahistory of human tragedy, and the historical figureswho
take on fictional roles in the novel only demonstrate Paul
Veynes' assertion that history is a true novel and that the
conception that history makes of historical “causality” is
exactly the same that anovelist makes of causality in hisor
her novel . K ourouma evokes historical figuresin order to
lampoon them, to make them an object of mockery in order
to emphasize the human consequences of the irresponsible
acts of politicians. The privilege of fiction isthat the writer
can manipulate history and question historical causality.

According to Hayden White, the story told in a histori-
cal narrativeis amimesis of the story lived in some region
of historical reality, and insofar as it is an accurate imita-
tion, itisconsidered atruthful account thereof. 2 Thistheory
is helpful in understanding how Kourouma uses historical
figures and how hisfiction can be deemed a mimesis of the
story lived in the West African region.

Narrative Strategies

In this section, | attempt to illustrate the relationship
between political discourse and the narrative strategies that
Kourouma employs in his novel. In a study | did on
Kourouma's Monné, outrages et défis, | argued that using
the language of the former colonizer, Kourouma*“translates
knowing into telling” asHayden Whitetermsit in his study
of narrative already alluded to above.? This is what
Kourouma also does in Allah n’est pas obligé. White has
argued that “thefunctional model of discourserelegatesdif-
ferent kinds of discourse to the status of ‘codes’ in which
different kinds of ‘messages can be cast and transmitted
with a communicative, expressive, or conative aim in
view.”? He goes on to posit that these aims are not mutu-
ally exclusive for every discourse has aspects of al three
functions, and that this is the case for “factua” as well as
“fictional” discourse. The discourse in Kourouma's novel
is embedded with “codes’ which have ideological “mes-
sages.” The close reading of the language employed by
Kouroumathat | will doin this section is an attempt to de-
code the messages in his historical fiction, and also to de-
lineate the importance of this language in the palitical dis-
course that the novel creates.

The narrativein Kourouma's novel is characterized by
the use of imagery and by symbolism. For example, when
the narrator describes the conditionsin which girlslive un-
der the supervision of Colonel Hadja Gabrielle Aminata,
the environment is metaphoric of the physical and mental
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condition of the characters. The compound walls, the hu-
man corpses, and Aminata’s ruthless discipline make the
girls collectively an epitome of what war has forced upon
the inhabitants of the region, and especially women. Yet
there is one narrative strategy which poses a dilemma to
me, and that is the role of the female characters. Some of
the female characters play arole that is not in consonance
with what happened in the conflicts in the West African re-
gion. For example, the use of fire arms by female charac-
ters wielding some military power in acamp is not the sort
of thing that we have seen in the recent history of the re-
gion. In asarcastic way, Kourouma mocks at the politics of
exclusion which marginalizeswomen. In the event of acoup
d’ état or of civil wars, women are often raped. Rapeis some-
timesused asaweapon against the opposing camp in abattle
for power in which women are not theinitiators of the con-
flicts, but are ultimately the victims of them.

Language isimportant in historical aswell asfictional
narrative. According to White:

A narrative account isalwaysafigurative account,
an allegory. [Therefore] to leave thisfigurative el-
ement out of consideration inthe analysisof anar-
rative isto miss not only its aspect as allegory but
also the performance in language by which a
chronicleistransformed into a narrative.?’

Kourouma has created an allegory in his narrative
through the use of historical figuresand events, and through
the use of proverbs, humor, sarcasm, and other types of figu-
rative language. Readers familiar with Kourouma's previ-
ous novels know that the use of proverbs is a distinctive
characteristic of hiswriting. The use of proverbs does not
merely create alocal flavor in the narrative. Proverbs are
more apt in portraying his characters, and in describing the
personality of these characters and the history that they ul-
timately shape. Proverbs are acommunicative strategy, and
in African society they are often used as a subversive strat-
egy with an interlocutor.

Associated with the use of proverbs is the use of hu-
mor. Proverbs convey humor and sarcasm more effectively
than ordinary language. Humor and sarcasm are a very ef-
fective language strategy for conveying Kourouma's cri-
tique of dictatorial regimesin the West African region. Hu-
mor and sarcasm reinforce the metaphor in a proverb. For
example, to explain why he should be grateful to Bellathe
leader, the narrator says that “il faut toujours remercier
I’ arbre akarité souslequel on arammassé beaucoup de bons
fruits pendant la bonne saison”? (you must always thank
the shea-tree under which you have picked a lot of good
fruits in the good season). To poke fun at insincere Mus-
lims, the narrator says “I'infirmier était musulman et ne
pouvait pas mentir’# (the nurse was a Muslim and could
not lie). Using irony he says of the man who takes away the
children from hisaunt: “ A cause desdroitsdelafemme, les
deux enfants ont éé arrachés & leur mére et confiés a leur
péere” ¥ (because of the rights of women, the two children
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were seized from their mother and given to their father).
Language strategy also explains the Africanization of the
French language, which again is very characteristic of
Kourouma swriting. It isasubversive strategy. The French
language is no longer the exclusive creation of the
metropole, but rather a hybrid of French and terms from
African languages. Indeed, the whole novel is a metaphor
of the deconstruction of the French language.

Thisleads us to the discussion of one important narra-
tive strategy that Kouroumaemploysinthenovel. The nar-
rator claims that he needs different types of dictionariesin
order to be ableto narrate his story, because he did not have
agood formal education in French. In the first sentence of
thenovel, heidentifies himself as Birama, and later tellsus
that heis a school drop out. This, he claims, explains why
he says of himself; “P'tit négre parce que je parle mal le
francais’® (little nigger boy because| speak French badly).
Thisis a narrative strategy on the part of Kourouma. The
narrator subvertstheformality and the cultural connotations
of the French language by recourse to an Africanization of
the French language. After al, Birama is supposed to be
uneducated, and as such we expect him to have a sub-stan-
dard linguistic competence in French. Kourouma also sub-
verts the French language through the use of authentic
Malinke proverbsto demonstrate how the French language
is inadequate in portraying indigenous African discourse.
The narrator uses severa dictionaries in order to trandlate
what he callshis“blabla” and this seemingly authenticates
his claim that the reader cannot blame him for a lack of
profound knowledge of the French language. Yet it is
through the psyche of the semi-illiterate Malinke man that
K ouroumausesimagination, marrying the“historical” with
the “fictional.”

The narrative is interrupted frequently by definitions
in parentheses of words and expressions which the narrator
assumes his audience might not understand. While these
definitions create humor in the language, they also unnec-
essarily interferewith theflow of the narrativeitsalf. | should
say nonetheless that these constant interruptions do not af-
fect the progress of the story itself. What is important is
how this humor deconstructs the language of the political
figures.

Attheend of the novel, welearn how the narrator came
about all these dictionaries in his possession. The dictio-
naries are Larousse, and le Petit Robert for French, and
I’ Inventaire des particularités Iéxicales du francais en
Afrique noire, and le Harrap's for pidgin. Varrasouba
Diabaté (of the griot caste) is employed as interpreter for
the Haut Commisariat aux Réfugiés (High Commission for
Refugees) because he knows a lot of languages. He is a
Malinke and his family name Diabaté tells us that heis of
the griot caste;

Varrassouba Diabaté était intelligent comme tous
les gens de sa caste. || comprenait et parlait
plusieurslangues: le francais, I'anglais, le pidgin,
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lekrahn, legyo et d’ autreslangues des noirsnegres
indigénes sauvages de ce fichu pays du Liberia. %

[Varrassoubawas intelligent like al the people of
his caste. He understood and spoke severa lan-
guages. French, English, pidgin, krahn, gyo, and
other languages of the savage indigenous nigger
blacks of this damned country, Liberia]

Varrassouba dies and Sidiki does not know what to do
with the dictionaries. So he givesthem to Biramathe narra-
tor. Birama is going through the four dictionaries when it
dawns on him to tell the story of his own life. It isalso at
this moment that his cousin Dr. Mamadou (who, unlike the
narrator, has been successful in school) whoistraveling with
himin the same car to Abidjan askshim: “Petit Birama, dis-
moi, dis-moi tout ce que tu as vu et fait, dis-moi comment
tout ca s est passe”® (little Birama, tell me everything; tell
me everything you saw and did; tell me how it all happened).
Thus, on the prompting of a cousin, the narrator tellsatale
of hislife, which becomesthemotif for recounting the atroci-
ties of the civil warsin Liberiaand Sierra Leone. This ex-
plains why we see the story through the eyes of a child-
soldier, and in this first person narrative, there is authorial
intervention especially in the commentary on the civil wars
in the region. In narrating his story, Birama wants to con-
vince his audience about the cause and effect in that story.
He is the narrative voice through which Kourouma speaks
about historical causality in West Africa, and his subaltern
voiceisasubversive one.

Birama's adventures make him a modern version of a
picaresque character. His travel through several placesin
the region allowsthefictional narrator to recount the life of
child soldiers forced by adults into a life of death and de-
struction. The picaresque hero in classical European novels
(and Lazarillo of the Spanish novel Lazarillo de Tormes
comes to mind) belongs by definition to the lower class.
Also, chance plays an important role in their life. The
picaresque hero travel salot, changes masters, and becomes
more hardened with each experience. In many ways,
Birama's life recalls that of the picaresque hero. He is not
necessarily of a lower caste. Yet, he belongs to the lower
class because of his status as an economically and socially
exploited child-soldier living in miserable conditions. Also,
like the picaresque hero he changes“ masters.” Hefindshim-
self constantly under the command of different military and
para-military personnel, and he is obliged to bow to their
whims and caprices. It is also significant that like the
picaresque hero, he finds waysto survivein extremely dif-
ficult and changing situations. His picaresque-likelife makes
him an omniscient narrator, and through his gaze Kourouma
attempts to make a connection between political discourse
and the human tragedies that have unfolded in theregionin
recent times. The story of political dictatorship and violence
is not told by the powerful but through the voice of a
picaresque hero who serves as the voice of the subaltern.
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In reading Kourouma's novel, | see alink between co-
lonial and post-colonial discourse. Therelationship between
characters in the novel is one that | would compare to the
Manichean relationship that according to JanMohammed
prevailed between the colonizer and the colonized. * Itisa
relationship characterized by a polarization between those
that wield political power on the one hand, and the mass of
the population on the other. Child soldiers are made pawns
in this power struggle between politicians. And so are the
women. | have already discussed how ethnicity determines
peopl€e's identity. Roland Barthes in his writing described
how colonial language revealed the mechanisms of Euro-
pean power. It was alanguage that was meant to intimidate
and thus facilitate the control of colonized peoples. * | ap-
propriate that theory in the context of post-colonial Africa
and intimate that the Charles Taylors who are charactersin
Kourouma's historical novel use only the language of in-
timidation; and that language reminds one of the colonial
order. Only now the colonial order is the language of Afri-
can dictators and not that of European colonizers. Frantz
Fanon had made a prophetic assessment of the national bour-
geoisie at the time of African nationalism against colonial-
ism.%® The post-colonial political leader in Kourouma's
novel, like the nationalist leaders that Fanon had talked
about, is alienated from the mass of the people. No wonder
the language K ouroumausesin the novel issymbolic of the
discourse of the paliticians. Birama, the narrator, needs sev-
eral dictionariesin order to communicate his“blabla.” His
language would otherwise be incomprehensible. It symbol-
izes how poaliticians do not communicate well with the
people they govern. The use of three dictionaries is also
symbolic of the rapport between francophone Africans and
France. French isacultural, economic, and political tool in
post-colonia Africa. It represents the unequal nature of the
partnership.

It is significant that the narrator identifies each child-
soldier by name. Child soldiers were not just a mass of
people. For example, Kik was attending school when the
civil war broke out. He ran into the bush. “Kik regagna la
concession familiale et trouva son pére égorgé, son frére
€gorgé, sa mere et sa soeur violées et les tétes fracassées.
Tous ses parents proches et éloignésmorts’ ¥ (Kik returned
to the family compound and found his father slaughtered,
his brother daughtered, his mother and his sister raped, and
their heads smashed into pieces. All hisimmediate and ex-
tended relativesdead). Kik’sindividual plight representsthat
of al the victims of the atrocities, and Kourouma shocks
the sensibilities of his reader to a breaking point through
the use of alanguage that is violent.

Another narrative device is the constant evocation of
Allah, as one does in an oral narrative prayer. The evoca
tion of Allah as anarrative device emphasizes the thematic
importance of religion. Kourouma pokes fun at the hypo-
critical practitioners of both Christianity and Islam. In one
instance, sex becomes a metaphor for the atrocities caused
by the civil wars. Mother Superior (who had defended her
school valiantly against gangsters) makes love profusely
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with Prince Johnson, one of the historical charactersin the
novel. This act is a metaphor that depicts the spiritual and
moral depravity of Johnson, and by extension, all the cor-
rupt African politicians.

Kourouma uses flashbacks, and at times the narrator
introduces another narrative voice by suggesting that what
he recounts wastold him by the other characters. If Birama
sometimes relies on othersin order to tell hisstory, hisrole
as omniscient narrator is limited, after al. It suggests that
historical narrativeis subjective and soitsauthenticity should
always be questioned.

Nonetheless, the diegetic narrator controls the narra-
tive. He controls and mani pul ates the pace of the narrative,
and the truth, because al the other narrative voices do not
address the reader directly in any significant way. Thisis
much like the hegemonic discourse of the historical charac-
ters. They control power and for that matter speech and free-
dom in the history that is the raw material for Kourouma's
novel. Kouroumathe novelist islikethe praise singer among
some West African societies. The praise singer (or griot)
mani pulates and controlsthe discourse at the time he or she
performs in public. The praise singer can make authentic
praises, but he or she can also criticize directly or use very
ironical and satirical language to lambast the people who
aretheobject of the singing. Inthisnovel, the narrator often
sarcastically praisesthe behavior of brutal dictatorsand their
cohorts, using proverbs that evoke Malinke beliefs and re-
veal their relationship with nature. This lends credence to
my interpretation of Kourouma's role asthat of agriot; but
agriot that chantsin aforeign language that he haslearned
to appropriate well to fit his ideological agenda. And that
ideological agendaisto use fiction to lay bare the tragedy
in human relationship in the West African region (and by
extension al of Africa), when that human relationship is
hegemonically controlled by the inhuman acts of political
dictatorsand their lieutenants. And that |eads me to my con-
clusion.

Conclusion

In his rapprochement of historical and fictional narra-
tive, White provides us with a very useful tool for under-
standing what writers such as Kourouma have donein their
fictional creation. White has theorized that the transition
from the level of fact or event in the discourse to that of
narrative can also be described as a “process of
transcodation” in which historical events are retransmitted
in aliterary code.® What | have attempted to demonstrate
in this study is the discursive strategy Kourouma has em-
ployed in “transcoding” historical eventsin aliterary code.
We have seen how in the process, K ouroumarepresents how
he perceives the relationship between historical causality
and peopl€’sidentities in the West African region. He uses
a narrative strategy that deconstructs the language of his-
torical personalities whose exercise of political power has
negatively impacted thelives of peopleintheregion. If nar-
rative is a symbolic or symbolizing discursive structure as
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White has theorized, then how important is truth in
Kourouma's narrative? White has said that the notion of
what congtitutes a real event turns, not on the distinction
between true and fal se, but rather on the distinction between
real and imaginary. One can produce animaginary discourse
about real eventsthat may not beless“true”’ for beingimagi-
nary.*What | can draw from thistheory isthat Kourouma's
discourse in Allah n’est pas obligé is not less “true” be-
cause he has created an imaginary discourse about real
events. For after all, as Frederic Jameson has suggestedina
study, narrative is a “socially symbolic act.” By its form
alone, rather than by the specific “contents’ withwhichitis
filled, narrative endows events with meaning. 1 would
conclude from this study that indeed Kourouma's narrative
isa“symbolic act,” but | would argue, following the analy-
sis| have done in this study, that it is not by itsform alone,
but also by its contents that Kourouma's narrative achieves
this “symbolic act.” Thisis how | see the connection be-
tween political discourse and narrative in Kourouma's his-
torical fiction.

Writers challenge the authority of the status quo, the
politicians. They do thisby violating the space of hegemonic
discourse, deconstructing that discourse, and serving as a
voice of the subaltern. Thisiswhat makes Kourouma's his-
toricdl fiction apowerful exampleof how narrativediscourse
can be an allegory for questioning historical causality.
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A Tale of Woe

Thisarticle startswith afew of the tragic eventswhich
have happened in the last twenty years, and all of them are
related, directly, to the right of self-determination and the
widely accepted majoritarian interpretation of that right. The
most recent story is possibly the worst.

In July 2002, partiesto the twenty-year old civil war in
Sudan signed the Machakos Protocol. This states that, in
six years time, South Sudan shall have the right to self-
determination, a referendum on secession. Within months,
there was civil war in Darfur.

In September 1999, the (Catholic) people of East Timor
exercised their right to be independent of the (Moslem)
people of West Timor.! In so doing, they followed the ex-
ample from Yugoslavia where, in 1991, the Catholic
(Croatian) Slavs exercised their right to be separate from
the Orthodox (Serbian) Slavs. More of the Balkans in a
moment, but the reaction in East Timor was violent, and
because of this and conflicts elsewhere in the archipelago,
Indonesia has already been dubbed “Asia’s Yugoslavia.”

In March 1999, international mediators negotiated the
Rambouillet Agreement by which Kosovo, in three years
time, would be allowed to exerciseitsright to self-determi-
nation. MiloSevic refused to sign. Within days, NATO forces
were bombing Serbia. Eventually, Chernomyrdin re-nego-
tiated the agreement by, inter alia, removing the referen-
dum clause. Whereupon Milosevic did sign. So the bomb-
ing had not served its stated purpose.

On Good Friday, 1998, the British and Irish govern-
ments|launched the Belfast Agreement. Accordingly, at some
future date, Northern Ireland will be allowed to exerciseits
right to self-determination by referendum, repeatedly, ev-
ery seven years or so, until it gets the answer they want.
Partly as a direct result, sectarianism in the Province is as
bad as ever!

In 1995, Quebec exercised its right to self-determina-
tion. The people had determined themselves to be part of
Canada in 1980, but the losers of that referendum did not
liketheresult; they wanted independence. So they arranged
for another poll. They lost that one too, by 1%. Now they
want athird. Asin Northern Ireland, the process is not so
much areferendum but a“ never-end-"em.”

In November 1991, the European Union set up the
Badinter Commissionto study thefuture of Yugoslavia, and
it concluded that every people wishing to determine itself

should hold a referendum. As a result, the disease turned
into a plague, and there were two-option votesin Slovenia
(1990), Croatia (1991), Macedonia (1991) and Bosnia
(1992), which wereall recognised. The subject isstill abone
of contention in Montenegro, where there'stalk of arefer-
endum and then independence on 13 July 2005, but any
vote there will probably also be recognised. Other votes, in
Krajina (1990 and ’'91), Republika Srpska (two in 1991,
and one in each of '92, '93 and '94) and Herzeg-Bosna
(2000), were not recognised. And a few other polls, in
Kosovo (1991) and Sandzak (1991 and *92), got a mixed
reception. The point, however, to quote Sargjevo’s now leg-
endary newspaper, Oslobodjenje, isthat “all thewarsinthe
former Yugodavia started with areferendum.”?

At about the same time, in December 1991, Nagorno-
Karabakh held a referendum. Unlike the Balkans, the
Caucasus held their plebiscites after their wars, by which
time, of course, the minority was either exiled or dead. The
vote in Nagorno-Karabakh was 99.9% in favour. Abhazia
also voted retrospectively, with 97% support.

Fourteen Points

The right of self-determination, first put forward by
President Wilson during the First World War,® suggests that
every people shall be entitled to exercise this right. At the
time, it foresaw the demise of imperial (but not fiscal) colo-
nialism. Itsapplication to-day, however, begstwo questions.
Thefirstis, “what isapeople?’ And the second: “how shall
a people exercise that right?” There are many academics
who study the former, but few if any ask the question
“ how?” 4

Accordingly, in this article, we will look at the meth-
odology — the how? — and ask if it isright and proper that
a people should determine itself on the basis of only ama-
jority of itself. Then we will examine this Western demo-
cratic structure, mgjoritarianism, in moregeneral terms.5 And
finally, wewill consider arather moreinclusive, more peace-
ful modus vivendi, at least in so far asit concerns decision-
making, beit in parliament or beit in national plebiscites.

Russian Dolls

If a great big country wishes to exercise the right of
self-determination, it may. And if amajority sowishes, then
that big country may continue to exist. Unless, that is, a
minority, which happens to be concentrated in one particu-
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lar part, decides to exercise its right to opt out. And if a
majority of the minority so wishes, then it can seek inde-
pendence and set up its own middle country. Unless, of
course, aminority of the minority, which happensto be con-
centrated in one particular part, decidesto exerciseitsright
to opt out of opting out. And if amajority of the minority of
the minority so wishes, then it can seek independence of the
middle country and set up itsown tiny country. Unless, need-
lessto say, aminority of the minority of the minority... and
if amajority of the minority of the minority of the minor-
ity....

Like the famous Russian dolls, every magjority hasits
corresponding minority, and this formula will only bring
peace, harmony and tranquillity to society, when every in-
dividua is an independent nation state consisting of only
one person! Theformulaisanonsense, amadness. For some
reason, however, Western politicians are convinced that a
decision can only be democratic if it istaken by amajority
vote.

In practice, the big country is the UK, the USSR or

Yugoslavia. The middle countries are (from the UK) Ire-
land; (from the USSR) Azerbaijan, Georgia and Moldova;
and (from Yugoslavia) Bosnia, Croatia, Serbia and
Montenegro. And the tiny “countries’ are (from the UK)
Northern Ireland; (from the USSR) Nagorno Karabakh,
Abhazia, South Ossetiaand Adjaria, and Trans-Dnestr; and,
(as implied above, from Yugoslavia), Krajina, Republika
Srpska and Herzeg-Bosna, K osova, and the Sandzak.
The madness continues. Indonesia is already open to divi-
sion in Aceh, Ambon and Irian Jaya, and that's just the be-
ginning. And now Sudan looks as if it might split up into
South Sudan, Darfur, and maybe East Sudan. Except (so
far) from the last named, every one of these places has seen
serious, if not horrific violence. God knows what will hap-
pen if the disease spills over into the Congo.

The Academic Debate

When the subject turnsto electoral systems, politicians
talk about lots of themes — magjoritarian, proportional and
preferential — and lots of variations on those themes —
direct and indirect elections, electoral colleges, open and
closed pr-list and two-tier systems, the single transferable
vote and maybe even the quota Borda system.

On decision-making, however, there is not even a de-
bate. If adecision isto be taken democratically, the voting
procedure is, aways was, and apparently must remain, a
two-option majority vote. Either the decisionistakenin con-
sensus, by whichisimplied averbal consensus; or itistaken
by a (smple, weighted, qualified or consociational) major-
ity vote. Furthermore, with the exception of a few special
cases in post-conflict plural societies where cabinets are
based on a system of power-sharing, governments them-
selves are invariably majoritarian, either single-party or
majority coalition.®

In“normal” societies, then, in placeslike the U.S. and
the UK, decisions are taken by simple magjority vote. On
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some sensitiveissues, certain groups use awei ghted major-
ity vote. In more complex organisationslikethe EU, arather
odd formula is concocted so that big and small countries
alike can vote together in a qualified majority vote. Andin
plural societies like Belgium or post-conflict societies like
Northern Ireland and Bosnia, aform of consociational ma-
jority voting is employed. The question, however, is usu-
ally dichotomous. Palitics is invariably adversarial. The
system is always majoritarian. And this also applies to the
right of self-determination, apparently. Itisassumedtobea
given, almost beyond question.

M a or Itarianism

The world, or at least the Western world, is obsessed
with adouble myth. Firstly, democracy isnot majority rule,
but they think it is. Democracy should not be a means by
which onelot then dominatestherest. Rather, itis, or should
be, a process by which all can come to an accommaodation,
their unanimous viewpoint, common consensus or, at the
very leadt, their best possible compromise.

Secondly, a majority opinion cannot be identified by a
majority vote, but they think it can. Among popul ations mea-
sured in umpteen millions, one cannot identify the popular
will of afew millions by asking all of them a two-option
question: something like are you left-wing or right-wing?
They might be hard or soft left, hard right or middleright or
soft right. Or they might be neither.

If thisdouble myth could be shattered, international (i.e.,
Western) diplomatswould no longer imposethismajoritarian
decision-making on other peoples, via the Badinter Com-
mission on Yugoslavia, or via the Machakos Protocol on
Sudan etc. So before we examine other methodol ogies, let
us take a closer look at this majoritarian nonsense.

If the Labour Party, to take a British example, has a
majority of the seatsin parliament, it may form the govern-
ment.” If, subsequently, the Labour Party decidesto initiate
acertain piece of legislation, it may do so. But the Labour
Party, being democratic, takesits decisions by magjority vote.
The parliament, being democratic, does the same. In this
instance, therefore, the outcome depends upon two votes: it
needs the mgjority of the Labour Party, and the mgjority in
parliament. So the actual outcome depends upon only the
majority of the majority. But a51% majority of a51% ma-
jority isjust a 26% minority. If you really wanted majority
rule, you would have to insist upon 71% of 71%. Which
would mean that any 30% minority could veto the proceed-
ings. Either way, therefore, what goes for majority rule is
actually, in many instances, aform of minority rule. Major-
ity rule does not even exist.

Now consider adifferent scenario. Most political ques-
tions are multi-optional. There are, invariably, many con-
stitutional arrangements to choose from, an almost infinite
range of planning options, numerous variations of budget
proposals, and quite a few possible ways of tackling the
problems of Irag, for example. In politics, most questions,
if asked in theright way, are indeed multi-optional. It is not
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a question of “Capital punishment for murder, yes or no?’
Itis, “How shall we deal with the convicted murderer?’ It
is not, “nuclear power, yes or no?’ It is, “How shall we
create sufficient energy?’ Itisnot, “Northern Ireland in the
United Kingdom or a united Ireland?’ It is, “What is the
constitutional future of Northern Ireland?’ It isnot, “ Reso-
lution 1441, yes or no?’ It is, “How shall we deal with the
question of Irag?’ And so on.

So what happenswhen aparliament or apeopleisgiven
a stark choice between two possibilities — which we will
call options A and B — when in fact there are other possi-
bilities— option C at least, and maybe options D and E as
well.

South Sudan, for example, according to the Machakos
Protocol, could stay as part of Sudan (option A) or it could
secede (option B). There again, it could be autonomous
within ade-centralised Sudan (option C). Kashmir, to take
another instance, could be incorporated into Pakistan (A),
incorporated into India(B), or declared independent (C). In
like manner, Northern Ireland could be part of the United
Kingdom (A), or part of aunited Ireland (B), or part of an
Anglo-Cedltic federation (C), or under aform of joint Brit-
ish/Irish authority (D).

The number of possible options cannot be decided by
imposition; rather, the democratic process itself should al-
low al concerned to consider just what options are pos-
sible, and any subsequent vote should be based on a (short)
list of, let us say, four to six options.

For present purposes, let usconsider ahypothetical situ-
ation where an electorate is confronted by a two-option
choice between options A and B, in what is nevertheless a
three-option debate of options A, B and C. In the Scottish
devolution debate, for example, there were three distinct
possibilities: A status quo, that is, rule from Westminster;
then came option B, devolution or autonomy; and finally,
there was C, independence. The vote, Tony Blair decided,
would be held between options A and B. So the Scottish
National Party, which wanted option C to be on the ballot
paper, would just have to go without.

Now it can be assumed that those who wanted A prob-
ably had preferences A-B-C. While those who wanted B
had preferences B-A-C or B-C-A. If option C had been on
the ballot paper, then those who wanted C would probably
have had preferences C-B-A. Because C wasn't there, how-
ever, some C supporters argued that they should vote for B
because it was their second best, while others said that they
should vote for A in the hope that B would lose and that
then all the B supporters would campaign for a second ref-
erendum, which just might include C.

WEell, as it happened, they voted on just the two op-
tions, A or B. From the results, however, no one knows for
sure how many of the A supporterswere actually C support-
ers, nor how many of the B supporterswere actually C sup-
porters. So, on the basis of that referendum, there was only
one definite conclusion: it was not that the people of Scot-
land wanted devolution, it was that Tony Blair wanted the
people of Scotland to want devolution.
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Except in comparatively rare caseslikecitizens' initia-
tives, then, the outcome of a majority vote identifies, not
the will of the voters, not even the will of the magjority of
the voters, but simply the will of he who wrote the mation.
Littlewonder, therefore, that the majority vote wasthe cho-
sen instrument of such notables as Napoleon, Mussolini,
Hitler, Antonescu, Duvalier, Khomeini, Milosevic and
Tudjman, to name but some of those who have used this
methodol ogy successfully, and only one“democratic dicta-
tor,” Pinochet, actually lost his referendum.gLittle wonder,
too, that the mgjority vote is used so often by prime minis-
ters in parliaments where, of course, they have the added
advantage of a party whip.

In some instances, then, a majority vote is not very
democratic. And in practice, some plebisciteson sovereignty
have not been very demacratic. The classic was in Bosnia
where there were definitely more than two options on the
agenda. Secondly, therewere morethan two ethno-religious
groups. Thirdly, no one group had amajority, for therewere,
nominally, 40% Moslem, 30% Orthodox and 20% Catho-
lic, along with afew others, the Jews and the Roma, to name
but two. A direct consequence of holding atwo-option ma-
jority vote in such a society was that any two of the bigger
groups could gang up against the third. The whole thing
was dangerous and highly divisive. The Moslems ganged
up with the Catholics. The Orthodox boycotted. On the day
of the vote, the barricades went up in Sargjevo. And within
ayear, the Catholic/Moslem gang had split up and they too
were fighting awar.®

A More lInclusive Democracy

When our forebears first opted for democracy, they
knew that it was a system of governance which was*“ of the
people, by the people and for the people.” *° And they meant
all the people. Democracy was meant to be for everybody,
(even if the founding fathers tended to be afairly small mi-
nority of white, free males).

The trouble came when, on some subject of dispute,
they tried to identify either “the will of the people,” and/or
that which should beitsequiva ent, “thewill of parliament.”
Theonly country which looked at this problem in any depth
was France. In England and America, academics tended to
favour “the greater good of the greater number,” which,
(good or bad), is no more or less than magjority rule. In
France, however, they realised that you cannot identify the
will of parliament by a two-option ballot. You can confirm
it, perhaps. But you cannot identify a collective will by a
majority vote.

Admittedly, if there is unanimity, it does not matter
which (voting or non-voting) procedures are used, the out-
come will always be that single, unanimous viewpoint. On
matters of some dispute, however, where those concerned
try to come to an accommaodation, a majority opinion may
be the same as the common consensus, but Jean-Jacques
Rousseau was the first to note that this is not aways the
case.™® Finally, if the topic is really contentious, the best
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possible compromiseisamost certainly not the sasme asthe
majority opinion; indeed, in most magjority votes, thereisn’t
even a compromise option to vote for! Again, we cometo
the conclusion that, in some instances, majority votes, and
national plebiscites, are not very democratic!

Accordingly, when members of I’ Académie des Sci-
ences|ooked acrossthe English Channel at what was, at the
time, amost the only existing parliament in the world, they
realised that the House of Commons was actually using the
most inaccurate measure of collective opinion ever invented.
(It still ist)

Headswere scratched, discussionswere held...and two
voting procedures were invented. In 1784, M. Jean-Charles
de Borda proposed a points system, while Le Maquis de
Condorcet preferred a pairings mechanism, a sort of league
process. The former won the debate and, as a result, the
Borda count was adopted by I’ Académie, albeit mainly as
an electoral system and rather less as a decision-making
procedure. It worked well.

It didn't last very long, however, for a new member
appeared on the scene and he wanted the simple majority
vote. None of this consensus nonsense! It should be pointed
out that this particular individual was not especialy noted
for his democratic idealism; his name was Napoleon
Bonaparte.’2 Four years' later, he won his third 99% refer-
endum majority, thistimeinfavour of one of hisown “mod-
est” proposals...that he should become Emperor. Another
undemocratic majority vote.

Since that time, nearly every Western parliament has
chosen to use the same methodol ogy. Admittedly, Norway
has made provision for atwo-round procedure, while when
debating amendments, Finland and Sweden sometimes use
aform of serial voting, and so too doesthe U.S. Elsewhere,
however, nearly every parliament uses the two-option ma-
jority vote, athough, to be fair, at least twenty countries
have sometimes allowed their citizens to enjoy a degree of
pluralism in multi-option referendums.*® For the most part,
however, we Westerners impose this primitive two-option
methodol ogy both upon ourselvesand on the hapl ess peoples
of other countries, either as the means by which peoples
may determine themselves, and/or as the methodology to
be used in national parliaments. We even do this in places
where magjority rule should never have even been consid-
ered, places like Rwanda. Of which, morein amoment.

Happily, there are some exceptions, and some peoples
have chosen to exercise their right of self-determination by
means of amulti-option vote, although admittedly, most of
these have been in apost-colonial setting.* Wherever there
isaninternal argument about some ethno-religious dispute,
however, thoseinvolved do not want acompromise. So they
use asimple, two-option vote, even, aswe have seen, at the
risk of war!

An Open Society
A majority vote can only take placeif the questionisa
closed one. Itis“Option A, for-or-against?’ Or itis“ Option
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A or option B?’ In conflict resolution work, in contrast, me-
diatorsinvariably rely on open questions. No matter whether
the conflict is between man and woman, or whether it is of
an ethno-religious nature between peoples, they first try to
find out just which options exist. Then they establish what
areeverybody’s preferences. And finally, they identify (usu-
ally in averbal rather than in a votal process) that option
whichisthebest possible compromise, i.e., the option which
is everybody’s highest average preference.

What is needed isademocratic structure which isitself
peaceful, which, inter alia, allows for compromise. If the
guestion is an open, multi-option ballot, and if everyoneis
enabled to express their preferences, then it should be pos-
sible to identify that option which is everybody’s highest
average preference.

As noted earlier, a democratic decision is either
everyone's unanimous viewpoint, or their common consen-
sus, or their best possible compromise. No matter which, it
isalways that option which istheir highest average prefer-
ence. An opinion ratified by a majority vote is democratic,
sometimes. Everybody’s consensus is always so.

Democratic Logic

Let usfirst examine the theory of open decision-mak-
ing. If therearefive options“ on thetable,” options A, B, C,
D and E, and if everyone expresses their preferences on all
five options, then it should be easy to see which one hasthe
highest average preference. If option D, say, gets an aver-
age preference score of 1, then obviously everyone gave D
their 1% preference. If option C gets an average preference
score of 3, then either everyone gave C a 3 preference, or
some gave it a 2 while an equal number gave it their 4"
preference. And lastly, if option A gets an average score of
5, then obviously, everyone gave A their 5" preference.

Now in practice, the chances of every option getting
the same mean score of 3 are just about nil. Something is
bound to be above the mean score, (and something el se be-
low). “The Borda count always gives a definite result.” 1

If the winning option gets an average preference score
of between 1 and 1-1/2, it can be said to enjoy overwhelm-
ing support if not, indeed, unanimity. If the outcome gets a
score of about 2, it may be seen asthe votal consensus. And
if the most popular option is of the order of 2-1/2, then it
represents the best possible compromise.

The Gacacas

The traditional form of decision-making in Rwandais
the gacaca, a Kinyarwanda word meaning “grass.” Basi-
cally, if your cowswere eating my vegetables, both you and
| would be called to a meeting of the village elders, who
would doubtless be sitting on the grass, under the shade of
“the big tree,” to quote Julius Nyerere.** And they would
talk and talk, until they came to averbal consensus. To the
African, “Mgjority rule was aforeign notion.” Y



Majoritarianism

Rwanda has now adopted this gacaca as the means by
which to overcome the legacy of the genocide. The ring
leaders of that atrocity still go to the UN court in Arusha.
But the other suspected criminals, possibly as many as
100,000 people, are being asked to confront their victims
bereaved and, depending on the severity of the crime, the
guilty of lesser crimes are sentenced to undergo a commu-
nity service order which benefits those bereaved. In effect,
the gacacas are like mini-Peace and Reconciliation Com-
missions, in every village in the land, and each works on
the basis of averbal consensus.’®

The Modified Borda Count

To reduce the occasions when people in conflict resort
toviolence, the political process should also consist of open,
multi-option questions by which can be identified that op-
tion whichisthe best possible compromisefor all concerned.
The appropriate methodology is a sort of votal gacaca, the
modified Bordacount. It asks everyoneto statetheir prefer-
ences, and it identifies that option which has the highest
average preference.

Mathematically, it isapoints system. In a5-option bal-
lot, a 1% preference gets 5 points, a 2™ preference gets 4
points, and so on. And the option with the most points,
(which trandates into the highest average preference), is
the winner.

Thismethodol ogy allows everyoneto cast their prefer-
ences, for (one, someor) al the optionslisted. Hewho votes
for n options exercises

n,n-1...2, 1 points

while she who casts her preferences for only m options ex-
ercises only

m, m1...2, 1points.

Inafive-option ballot, thismeansthat he who votesfor

only one option gives hisfavourite option only 1 point. She
who votes for two options gives her favourite 2 points and
her next choice 1 point. While he who votes for al five
options gives his favourite 5 points, his second choice 4
points, and so on. In other words, a voter's 1% preference
always gets 1 more point than her 2™ preference, whether
or not she has actually expressed that 2 preference.
This methodology actually encourages the voters to cast
more than their 1% preference. And if everyone states not
only their 1% preference but also their compromise option,
it should be possible to identify that option which is the
collective best compromise. Which is what democracy is
all about.

Furthermore, when every palitician knows that the fi-
nal decision-making processwill beavoteinwhich the out-
come is the option with the highest average preference —
in other words, when they know that the final vote depends
upon the preferences of everybody —the nature of the de-
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bate will itself change. In mgjority voting, if there is more
of me and mine and less of you and yours, then | win, and
debates which precede majority votes are often antagonis-
tic. In consensus voting, on the other hand, if | want my
option to win, then | will need not only the 1% preferences
of my supporters, but also the 2™ and 3 preferences of my
erstwhile majoritarian opponents. So persuading those who
had intended to give my option their 5" preference, to now
giveit their 3 or even 2™ preferences, will pay handsome
rewards. In consensusvating, the atmosphere changes, com-
pletely.

A Democratic Structurefor a
Plural, Post-conflict Society

Given that majority rule isamyth, there can be no ex-
cusefor any mgjoritarian administration. Therefore, not only
should parliament represent the entire country, so too gov-
ernment should represent the entire parliament. Accordinly,
parliament should elect its government, by a proportional
and preferential electoral system,?® just asthe people should
elect the parliament by a proportional and preferential sys-
tem.?? And all decisionstaken by that parliament should be
based on either averbal or avotal consensus.

Thisrequires afurther aspect to the separation of pow-
ers. The government must no longer be the sole author of
the motion in question. The choice of optionsto beincluded
on any ballot for self-determination, must itself be subject
to an open democratic process, either in parliament or
through the appointment of aspecial commission. Similarly,
in parliament, all parties to the debate must be allowed to
proposeamotion. Similarly again, inthe UN Security Coun-
cil, al fifteen members should be enabled, either singly or
in groups, to make a proposal on Irag! Indeed, in all demo-
cratic chambers, the procedure should be open. There should
therefore be anindependent team of non-voting consensors,
whose job isto determinejust how many and which options
areto be on the final ballot paper.

Initially, the consensorswould alow all concerned (and
not just Bush and Blair) to make a proposal. During the
course of the debate, questions would be asked, clarifica
tions sought, and ideas suggested, so the number of options
“onthetable” (and summarised on acomputer screen) could
rise or fall. At al times, however, the consensors would
maintain a balanced list of options, in summary of that de-
bate. A commission into self-determination would be
charged with producing ashort list of options. A parliament,
on the other hand, would need to make just onedecision. If,
then, in the parliamentary scenario, there were but one op-
tion remaining at the end of the debate, it could be assumed
that this represented the verbal consensus. If differences
remained, however, andif, therefore, there were still anum-
ber of options to choose from, the consensors would again
draw up ashort list of optionsto reflect the debate, and all
would then proceed to avote. Finally, the consensorswould
analyse this vote and announce the outcome.
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Conclusion

To summarise, al plebiscites on sovereignty should be
subject to apreferential multi-option ballot, not only among
those who wish to secede, but also with those who areto be
the new neighbours. Secondly, any subsequent administra-
tion should be a broad-based all-party coalition, so that, no
matter what their ethno-religious grouping, no matter
whether they had been members of the old majority and
were now anew minority, al personswould be able to par-
ticipate, not only in parliament, but also in government.
Thirdly, all non -urgent decisionstaken in parliament would
be subject, where appropriate, to a multi-option preference
vote.

In such a structure, in consensus politics, all may long
for the day when the words ‘mgjority’ and ‘minority’ sim-
ply fade from the political lexicon.
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The imposition of the European concept of
majoritarianism has caused major upsets in many
African countries, but most of al in Rwanda. A
horrible interpretation of majority rule was used
by the Interahamwe as a “justification” for their
genocide which they initiated with the slogan
“rubanda nyamwinshi,” “the majority people’
(Gérard Prunier, The Rwanda Crisis [London:
Hurst and Co, 1997]).

A parliament could el ect agovernment by an ordi-
nary system of pr, after which those el ected would
then sort out the various ministries; but that could
be problematic. The better approach would be to
use a PR matrix vote in which every member of
parliament would vote, in their order of preference,
not only for their chosen nominees, but also for
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20. The most consensual electoral system yet devised
isthe quota Borda system (@Bs). It is both propor-
tional and preferential. The quota element ensures
that gBs, like Pr-sTv, encourages parties to nomi-
nate only that number of candidates which they

think will get elected. And just as the modified
Borda count encourages the voter to express afulll
list of preferences, so too Qs encouragesthe voter
to cross the gender, the party and even the sectar-
ian divide.
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Azar Nafisi, now the Director of the Dialogue Project
at John Hopkins University, does a fine job in this book of
piecing together her life as an academic, especially the last
two years of her residence in Tehran when she embarked on
an adventure to supplement the education of a select group
of university students. Reading Lolita in Tehran isamulti-
layered memoir about teaching Western literature in revo-
lutionary Iran in the late 1990s.

The first layer covers the hardships that both profes-
sorsand studentsfacein post-Khomeini Iran. Thereferences
to the clash between conservative and liberal factionswithin
Iranian society that surface set the book’s tone and serveto
connect Nafisi’s memoir with how Iranian society has been
commonly portrayed in Western media. It iterates familiar
themes: slogans on walls condemning Western culture, men
driving around the streets of Tehran chastising women for
not wearing a veil, the dismissal of professors from their
university posts for teachings alleged to be contrary to Is-
lam, the censorship of university curriculum and the media,
and the harsh punishment for committing adultery and pros-
titution have been known for years. Taking these eventsinto
account, it is easy to understand why Nafisi invited seven
of her best and most committed female students (though a
male student was occasionally invited to attend) into her
home to read, discuss, and respond to works of fiction, in-
cluding some forbidden Western classics like Nabokov's
Lolita, Austen's Pride and Prejudice, and Fitzgerald's The
Great Gatsby.

The class was meant to be a means by which a neutral
and safe space would be created for truthful and honest dis-
cussion, a space within which the women could be “them-
selves’ while becoming more educated. The university was
no longer such aplace: “how could oneteach whenthemain
concern of university officials was not the quality of one's
work but the color of on€’slips, the subversive potentia of
asingle strand of hair?’ (p. 11). Thus the need for Nafisi’'s
“home schooling.” The class was successful in creating the
space for open dialogue and, in some ways, avery liberat-
ing endeavor. Nafisi'sillustrations are quite informative in
this regard. Near the beginning of the book she notes her
shock

of seeing them shed their mandatory veilsand robes
and burst into color. When my students came into
that room, they took off more than their scarves
and robes. Gradually, each one gained an outline
and ashape, becoming her owninimitableself. Our
world in that living room...became our sanctuary,
our self-contained universe, mocking thereality of
black-scarved, timid facesin the city that sprawled
below. (pp. 5-6)

And:

There, in that living room, we rediscovered that
we were aso living, breathing human beings; and
no matter how repressive the state became, no
matter how intimidated and frightened we were,
like Lolitawetried to escape and to create our own
little pockets of freedom... It isamazing how, when
all possibilities seem to be taken away from you,
the minutest opening can become agreat freedom.
We felt when we were together that we were al-
most absolutely free. (pp. 25, 28)

However, it is not smply a memoir on the inadequa-
ciesof Iranian society. In fact, | do not read Reading Lolita
in Tehran as an indictment of the Islamic Republic of Iran
per se, but rather of the Republic’'s political and religious
leadership that givestruth to Nabokov’s claim that “ curios-
ity is insubordination in its purest form” (p. 45). Nor is it
simply a memoir about a secret literary discussion group.
Nafisi’s work creates a deeper, more reflective layer of
thought that goes well beyond the contingencies of its Ira-
nian context. Thereis something that speaksto what it means
to become an autonomous person in situations where gov-
ernments work to “blur the lines and boundaries between
the personal and the political, thereby destroying both” (p.
273). It isin situations like these that |ife becomesincreas-
ingly more capricious or arbitrary, even unbearable. Read-
ing Lolitain Tehran isadescription of how agroup of people
attempt to “recover” their personal spherethorough thedis-
cussion of literature within a deliberative community.

Being a professor of literature at the University of
Tehran, and then later at the University of Allahem Tabatabai,
which was singled out asthe most liberal university in Iran,
Nafisi understood the importance of the university and the
power possessed by works of fiction. Unfortunately, the
revolution eventually began to insert its political, religious,
and cultural ideology into the institutions of higher educa
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tion. Therestrictions that the cultural purists placed on fac-
ulty and students became such that Nafisi eventually left
theacademy in Iran, and eventually left Tehran for the United
Statesin 1997. But her last two years in Tehran, when she
conducted her “underground” classroom, were atimewhen
Nafisi was driven by the power of literature.

Literature can be used in avariety of ways, but accord-
ing to Nafisi, “ do not, under any circumstance, belittle a
work of fiction by trying to turnit into acarbon copy of real
life; what we search for is not so much reality but the
epiphany of truth” (p. 3). Theideawasto usethegreat imagi-
native works of fiction not as portals for dealing with the
dominant ideol ogy that attempted to defineand identity each
citizenship in a certain way, making his or her existence a
canvas on which the state can decide what to paint, but asa
means to engage truth and the good, to become a more au-
tonomous person. Lolita, The Dean's December, and the
other works of fiction that were to be read, were not merely
intellectual exercises or works with which to pass the time
of day, but were to be read in order to reclaim the personal
sphere from the Islamic state, away to take back their per-
sonal identitiesand once again maketheir historiesrelevant
to who the women were as persons.

It becomes clear that the women that Nafisi selected,
and the regimen that was about to be administered, would
be looked upon as suspect by the state, the clergy, and their
families, for they werein their own way rebels; and the class
itself would be regarded asrebellious, for it commandeered
avehicle of expression-iterature-that was used by writers,
the handmaidens of ideology and the guardians of morality.
Take, for instance, Nafisi’s introduction of Yassi, the “real
rebel” of the group. Nafisi writes,

She did not join any political group or organiza-
tion. As ateenager, she defied many family tradi-
tionsand, intheface of strong opposition, had taken
up music... Her rebellion did not stop there: she
did not marry the right suitor at the right time and
instead insisted on leaving her hometown of Shiraz
togotocollegein Tehran... That day, sitting oppo-
siteme, playing with her spoon, she explained why
all the normal acts of life had become small acts of
rebellion and political insubordination to her and
to other young peoplelike her. All her life shewas
shielded. She was never let out of sight; she never
had a private corner in which to think, to feel, to
dream, to write. (pp. 31-32)

What better candidate for the class than Yassi, the young
rebel? However, many questions remained to be answered:

Could she[Yassi] ever livethelife of someonelike
me, liveon her own, takelong walks holding hands
with someone she loved, even have a little dog
perhaps? She did not know. It was like this vell
that meant nothing to her anymore yet without
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which shewould belost. She had alwaysworn the
veil. Did she want to wear it or not? She did not
know...She said she could not imagine a Yassi
without a veil. What would she look like? Would
it affect the way shewalked or how she moved her
hands? How would others ook at her? Would she
become a smarter or a dumber person? (p. 32)

Answersto these and many other questionswould be sought
by thewomen under Nafisi’sguidance. It was achallenging
experience, not only because each of them would have to
lead adoublelife, but because great literature asks a person
to contemplate the life worth living and demands the addi-
tional burden of critical thinking. How is this so? What is
the connection between literature and morality? To begin
with, Nafisi's quote of the German philosopher Theodor
Adorno isworth repeating: “the highest form of morality is
not to feel at home in one's own home” (p. 94). Nafisi be-
lieves this feeling of displacement, of perhaps exile, isin-
dicative of the imaginative works of literature, which

were meant to makeyou feel likeastranger inyour
own home. The best fiction always forced us to
guestion what we took for granted. It questioned
traditions and expectations when they seemed too
immutable. | told my students | wanted them in
their readingsto consider in what waysthese works
unsettled them, made them a little uneasy, made
themlook around and consider theworld, likeAlice
in Wonderland, through different eyes. (p. 94)

The connection between morality and literature be-
comes clear when Nafisi relatesthis dyad to the experience
of empathy. It is this discussion that amplifies the impor-
tance of Reading Lolita in Tehran. | noted above that this
work has something to do with personal autonomy, and au-
tonomy has everything to do with morality. If morality deals
with the good, then increasing one's autonomy has some-
thing to do with choosing good over evil. Nafisi’s contribu-
tion isthe acknowledgment that thisis made easier through
the use of literature. According to Nafisi, empathy is at the
heart of the novel. Putting yourself in the shoes of the char-
actersiscrucia to reading anovel. By becoming engrossed
inworks of literature, one learns that

every individual has different dimensions to his
personality... Those who judge must take all as-
pects of an individual’s personality into account.
It is only through literature that one can put one-
self in someone else’'s shoes and understand the
other’sdifferent and contradictory sidesand refrain
from becoming too ruthless. Outside the sphere of
literature only one aspect of individualsisreveal ed.
But if you understand their different dimensions
you cannot easily murder them.... (p. 118)
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Seriousreading of literature is acourageous act of empathy
that awakens a person to the significance of another’s feel-
ings and needs. The “fictional character” acquires a sense
of being alive, at least insofar as the imagination is con-
cerned.

Literature also does something that is rare among po-
litical and religious ideologues. It alows you to heighten
“*your senses and sensitivity to the complexities of lifeand
of individuals, and prevents you from the self-righteous-
ness that sees morality in fixed formulas about good and
evil...”” (p. 133). Whereasgood isall about “seeing” others
and empathizing with them, evil is the inability to “see’
others and to empathize with them. It is when we become
blind to othersthat evil entersinto our livesand we beginto
impose our dreams and desires on others. The means by
which Nafis resists evil is through reclaiming the human
within the great imaginative works of literature. Contact with
the imaginatively human reawakens and refreshes our own
lived humanity.

The reader’s attraction to Nafisi’s understanding of lit-
erature and imagination in defense of humanity, however,
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may also be what unsettles the political and religious lead-
ership who favor a closed rather than an open society. This
is because the use of literature to stir the imagination in
“seeing” othersalso promotesthefreedom that is necessary
for genuine democracy. It isto retain and to consolidate the
“private” as opposed to the “public,” to lay claim to there
being a distinction between the two worlds rather than ac-
cepting a conflation of the two.

Thisbook isafascinating read. Itisarefreshing change
from the diatribes lodged against the conservative leader-
ship in Iran, including Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Such criti-
cismsonly solidify the“us’ vs. “them” dichotomy, and cre-
ates an atmosphere for xenophobiaand chauvinism. Nafisi,
on the other hand, reawakens the importance of autonomy
and democracy. Although this reviewer, schooled in politi-
cal philosophy and ethics, did not appreciate the discussions
of the various classics, he did value how the author meshed
those discussionswith her inclination to engagein soul craft.
Thisisamust read for thoseinterested in learning about the
problems as well as the possibilities of guiding students
under conditions such as those in the present-day Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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Sixty years after the publication of Eric Williams' Capi-
talism and Savery the debate over the cause of the British
anti-slavery movement still rages. Did the decline of the
profitability of davery in the British West Indies provide
the material conditions necessary for an effective abolition-
ist movement to rise? Or was abolition caused amora revo-
lution in the English populace that overcame a profitable
trade and the West Indian interests that represented it? The
writings of revisionist historians Seymour Drescher and
David Brion Davis have argued strongly against the Marx-
ist interpretation. Selwyn H. H. Carrington’s The Sugar In-
dustry and the Abalition of the Save Trade, 1775-1810 suf-
fers from a repetitious argument style and a lack of long-
term, macro-economic data on such important matters as
the volume of slaveimportation into the British West Indies
and the change in sugar prices over timein England, but it
nonethel ess offers a meticulously researched and convinc-
ing rebuttal to these scholars. Carrington’suse of plantation
papers to analyze the impact of British economic policy on
West Indian plantersillustratesthe mounting losesthat plant-
ers increasingly incurred as the eighteenth century pro-
gressed.

Carrington arguesthat British economic policy worked
to disadvantage West Indian planters from the American
Revolution through the era of abolition. Following the lead
of Williams and Lowell J. Ragatz, Carrington views the
golden era of West Indian profitability as ending with the
Prohibitory Act of 1776 that criminalized trade with rebel
controlled areas of the mainland colonies. The British West
Indies had traditionally relied on the mainland colonies to
provide provisions so that they could concentratetheir slaves
on producing sugar for export. Cut-off from its suppliersby
the British parliaments attemptsto suffocate the nascent re-
bellion, planters scrambled to find new suppliers. But they
failed to prevent massive hunger and material shortagesand
the islands spiraled into depression. The end of the Ameri-
canwar, and thelater promise of plantation revival after the
destruction of Saint Domingue'ssugar industry, did not fun-
damentally change this situation. In 1783 the British gov-
ernment ordered that American ships continueto be excluded
from West Indian ports. British officials remained more

concerned with punishing the new American nation than
reviving West Indian economies. British suppliers in En-
gland, Ireland, and Canada were not able to meet the West
Indian demand for cheap provisions and the result was high
prices that eroded planter profits. The collapse of the plan-
tation economy in Saint Dominguerai sed sugar pricesbriefly
but rising shipping costs, increasing trade duties, and the
English willingness to accept cheap East Indian sugars at
their wharfs combined to render planter hopes illusory. As
the English embraced Smithian free trade principalsfor the
colonial metropolis, theideathat West Indian planters should
have a guaranteed market for their sugars, and high prices,
was consistently attacked.

The strength of Carrington’swork is his use of planta-
tion records, neglected by Davisand Drescher, to detail how
British policies affected individual planters. His linkage of
English policies with the experience of planters on the
ground in the West Indies is methodologically sound and
convincing. Carrington marshals so many examples of
planter distress that it is hard not to be convinced of his
thesis. Dozens of planter voicesfill Carrington’s pageswith
complaints about their lack of profits, worries about losing
their plantations to English merchants, and their plans to
reorganize plantation production in a bid to make it pay.
One of the most interesting stories these records reveal is
how planters tried to ameliorate slave conditions in a des-
perate attempt to make slavery profitable. Planters put more
emphasison fostering the natural increase of the dlave popu-
lation because they could no longer afford the capital ex-
penditures necessary to maintain their labor supply. Chronic
shortages and epidemic disease, however, undercut these
efforts and this strategy did not pull the planters out of their
economic tailspin.

Despitethebroad importance of Carrington’sarguments
The Qugar Industry and the Abalition of the Save Trade,
1775-1810will prabably find its readership among special-
ists. These pagesturn dowly, mainly because of Carrington’s
meandering, circular writing style. The same topics repest,
particularly in the later chapters, even though he has osten-
sibly adopted achronological framework for his study. Top-
icssuch astheimpact of the Haitian Revolution on the sugar
industry are dealt with in passing throughout, rather than
forcefully at one placein the narrative. The conclusion sim-
ply restateshisthesis, which isclear from the opening pages
of the book. A better approach, that would have increased
the value of the book as ateaching tool, would have been to
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try to suggest some comparisons between the causality of
the demise of davery in the British West Indies with other
New World cases. How unique were the declining profits
from sugar and slaves in the British West Indies?

The book would a'so have been livelier if it had more
thoroughly incorporated the actions of slaves. How did the
daves become agentsin the decline of sugar slavery’s prof-
itability? Carrington mentions events such as Tacky's re-
voltin Jamaicabut overall daveresistanceisnot figuredin
to his story as prominently as it might be. Major issuesin
the literature such as the radicalizing impact of the age of
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revolution on the Caribbean slave community are not thor-
oughly discussed. Carrington does show that plantersfeared
bringing too many young Africansinto their colonies, who
they thought were particulary prone to resist, but such in-
sights are not fleshed out with details from the slaves' per-
spective.

These criticisms notwithstanding, this is an important
contribution to a distinguished historiography. Selwyn H.
H. Carrington has served notice than even in our eraof con-
servative retrenchment that Marxism still has much to offer
the history of davery and abolition.
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South Africa’s population dynamics have given that
country acomplex and fascinating history. While anumber
of studies have examined its African mgjority, fewer have
investigated its Coloured, Asian, English, or Afrikaner
peoples. Hermann Giliomee, along-time observer of South
African affairs, ahistorian at the University of Stellenbosch,
and an Afrikaner, himself, has written thistext to shed light
on his people. He hopes to tell their story “with empathy
but without partisanship” (p. xiii). Criticsmight disputethat
contention, especially after reading the portions of the book
dealing with apartheid and its aftermath. Yet even those crit-
ics would have to agree that this is an important text, be-
cause it provides an informed and insightful insight into a
group that is central to South Africa’s contentious history.

Who are the Afrikaners? The first recorded use of the
term (“Afrikaander”) to describe a European occurred in
March 1707, but a self-conscious Afrikaner nationisarela-
tively recent phenomenon. “ Afrikaner” was still being used
in multiple ways into the early 1900s, e.g., to describe all
who had been born in the country, to refer to a South Afri-
can patriot, or to refer to Dutch-speaking South Africans.
Only inthefirst third of the twentieth century did it beginto
be used in an exclusivist sense to describe a people of a
certain race and culture. Readersfamiliar with the country’s
history will recognize this as the time following the Boer
War, when there was lingering bitterness about the policies
of the British. While someAfrikaners, e.g., Jan Smuts, urged
cooperation between the two white groups, others empha
sized the need to promote Afrikaans culture through the cre-
ation of separate socia institutions. Accordingly, the first
half of the twentieth century saw efforts to promote Afri-
kaans as a written language (it only became one of the
country’s official languages in 1924, along with Dutch and
English), itsusein schools, and the devel opment of an Afri-
kaans press. Numerous Afrikaner self-help organizations,
e.g., banks and insurance companies, were also developed
as was a political party, the National Party.

This text is useful because it provides a different per-
spective on much of the conventional wisdom about
Afrikaners. For instance, Giliomee presentsavery different
view of Afrikaner politicsthrough the 1980s than was com-
monly assumed in the West. One element of the Western
view was that a threatened Afrikaner population would re-
treat into afigurative ethnic laager (aterm derived fromthe

Great Trek of the nineteenth century and referring to auni-
fied, defensive formation) if the West imposed sanctions or
otherwise tried to pressure it. Yet as The Afrikaners makes
clear, the Afrikaners have long been a fractious people.
Giliomee devotes an early chapter to the “fractious fron-
tiersmen” of the late eighteenth century. In the twentieth
century, the National Party suffered one splitin 1932, when
some members defected to form the Purified National Party,
and a second in 1982, when conservative members broke
with the NP to form the Conservative Party. Nor were
Afrikaner intellectuals a monolithic force; they differed
about the meaning and implementation of apartheid at its
outset and later, about its morality and retention. Similarly,
the Western belief about the power of the Broederbond, i.e.,
as a secretive organization pulling the strings of Afrikaner
society behind the scenes, is overstated. That organization
had littleinfluence on the devel opment of the apartheid ide-
ology, although it did become somewhat more powerful in
the 1960s as Prime Minister H.F. Verwoerd used it to ad-
vance his policies. However, the Bond's influence was de-
clining again by the late 1970s.

Giliomee also presentsnovel interpretations of both the
onset of apartheid and of the government’s decision to aban-
don it. The sources of apartheid were multiple and com-
plex. Theideahad devel oped in the Dutch Reformed Church
in the 1920s. Debating its missionary efforts toward the
country’s African and Coloured communities, the Church
concluded that these were separate communities in need of
separate churches. This concept was soon extended to edu-
cation, asthe churcheswerelargely responsiblefor the edu-
cation of Africans, and Afrikaner intellectuals pressed to
have the idea extended to secular domains. From this per-
spective apartheid did not derive primarily from racist mo-
tives: whilenot ignoring these, Giliomeearguesthat it sought
not so much racial superiority over Africans as racial sur-
vival against Africans: “ Afrikaner nationalists argued that
their survival as a volk was inseparable from maintaining
racial exclusivity, and that apartheid was the only policy
that systematically pursued that end. But apartheid with its
racist outcomes was not a goal in itself; political survival
was’ (p. 470). Apartheid a so contained an element of trust-
eeship for Africans. Discussing the idea in Parliament, fu-
ture Prime Minister Daniel Malan argued, “I do not use the
term ‘ segregation,” becauseit hasbeen interpreted asafenc-
ing off, but rather ‘apartheid,” which will give the various
races the opportunity of uplifting themselves on the basis
of what istheir own” (quoted at p. 475).
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These ideas were not that unusual in the 1940s:; apart-
heid was based on “mainstream Western racism, ranging
from asuperficial color preference to a pathol ogical abhor-
rence of race mixing, which was still widespread in both
Europe and the USA” (p. 495). To justify its 1949 law ban-
ning marriage between whites and non-whites, for example,
the South African government pointed to the fact that thirty
American states had similar laws. It was only in the 1950s
and 1960s, aresult of decolonization and theAmerican civil
rights movement, that Western attitudes began to change.
In South Africa, however, these attitudes, or at |east defense
of apartheid, persisted for decades. Aslate as 1984, closeto
80% of Afrikaners continued to support the key elements of
apartheid: homelands for blacks; segregated residential ar-
eas, schools, and public facilities; a ban on sex between
whitesand blacks; and separate voter rolesfor the country’s
Asian and Coloured communities.

The desire for survival also explains why apartheid
ended when it did. For President FW. de Klerk, “Pragmatic
survival ingtincts preceded morality in[the] decision to aban-
don apartheid” (p. 637). Only in 1997, after he had left the
presidency, did de Klerk apologize “in a spirit of true re-
pentance,” telling the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion that “Apartheid was wrong” (quoted at p. 651).
Giliomee describes South Africa's transition process as a
“Surrender Without Defeat.” Yet in another challenge to
conventional wisdom, he criticizes de Klerk for not having
managed the “surrender” better: that “he and his negotia-
tors would manage to retain so little despite a position of
relative strength places aserious question mark over hislead-
ership abilities’ (p. 638). Thereasonsfor de Klerk’sfailure
are many. He needed to act before the end of the 1994 par-
liamentary session, because he had promised that the 1989
whites-only election would be the last to exclude blacks.
The process was slowed by extensive violence and further
complicated by the widespread conviction, later essentially
discounted by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
that a “third force” of government security forces and cer-
tain black leaders was fomenting violence between blacks.
Thisallegation linked de Klerk with both theviolenceand a
discredited military, but he could not abandon the military
as he needed its support to realize his negotiating goals.
Another factor was the defection of traditionally pro-gov-
ernment forces, e.g., the business community and whitecivil
servants, after the ANC renounced nationalization and prom-
ised to pay the pensions of those civil servants who were
retrenched in the new South Africa

Giliomee is no apologist for apartheid, arguing that
“[n]othing could ever compensate for the psychological
damage it caused.” Still, “in terms of impersona develop-
mental datathe performance of the NP government that ruled
between 1948 and 1994 was comparatively impressive’ (p.
666). The economy had grown by an annual average of 4.5%
between 1948-81 and, while whites had done better than
the other popul ation groups, those, too, saw their economic
situation improve. Black disposable persona income in-
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creased 84.2% between 1960-80 (although from an admit-
tedly low base), while white disposable income increased
by only 47.6%. By 1980 black incomewas 10.6% of whites;
it had been only 8.5% in 1960. Interestingly, the groups
which did best in economic terms during the apartheid era
were the country’s Asian and Coloured populations: dis-
posable income among Asians increased 160% between
1960-1980 and nearly 97% for Coloureds in the same pe-
riod. Reflecting the trusteeship element of apartheid, the
number of African children in schools increased 250% in
the 25 years following the initiation of apartheid. Finally,
contrary to the notion that South Africawasapolice state, it
actually had fewer police per thousand in the population
(1.4) in the early 1980s than the U.K. (2.4), Northern Ire-
land (5.7), or the Soviet Union (16.0). Similarly, the
country’s military spending, at 13% of the national budget
in the 1980s, was not as high as that of countries such as
Zimbabwe (17%) or Israel (25%).

While Giliomee's depiction of the status of blacks was
not as dreadful as commonly portrayed, the situation for
many peoplein the new South Africaisnot as good ascom-
monly assumed. Many South Africans are experiencing
tough times as aresult of increased crime, growing income
differential's, higher unemployment, and an AIDS epidemic.
There are also particular problems impacting the Afrikaner
community. As one Afrikaner business leader remarked in
2002, “It isnot to spread panic when one says the Afrikaner
people are in a crisis with red lights flashing along their
survival path” (Ton Vosloo quoted at p. 658). Some of the
problems are the inevitabl e consequence of abroadening of
political and economic power. Thus, the number of
Afrikaners in the civil service had declined from 44% to
18% between 1994-99. Affirmative action programs were
making it difficult for Afrikaners to find or maintain jobs.
Therewas adeclinein the use and teaching of Afrikaans, as
more and more schools emphasized English-medium in-
struction. The National Party, long dedicated to promoting
the community’s interest, had left the Government of Na-
tional Unity in 1996 and was crushed in the 1999 elections,
winning only 20% of the Afrikaner vote. Even the
Broederbond had been transformed, changing its name to
Afrikanerbond and accepting members who were neither
while not male. As a result of changes such as these,
Giliomee concludes that by 2000, “it appeared as if
Afrikaners had become a minority linguistic group rather
than an organized ethnic group with myths of origin and
kinship, capable of mobilization as apotent force” (p. 665).

Afrikanershaveresponded to these new realitiesin dif-
ferent ways. Some have chosen toleave the country: asmany
Afrikaans-speakers as English-speakers emigrated in 2001,
thefirst timethat had ever happened. Others appear to have
alonging for the past. About 65% Afrikaners (as opposed to
36% of white English-speakers, 25% of Zulu speakers and
18% of Xhosa speakers) agreed with the statement “There
were certainly some abuses under the old apartheid system,
but theideas behind apartheid were basically good” in 2000
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(p. 655). Despite their current travails, however, Giliomee
believes his people can have arolein their country’sfuture.
If they are ableto “cometo termswith... history, to nourish
and replenish [their] love for language and land and to ac-
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cept the responsibility to hand over their cultural heritageto
the next generation,” then “they would become a part of a
new, democratic South Africain their own special way” (p.
666).
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Many political figures, especially those trying to re-
make their societies from outside the established palitical
process, have spent time in prison. Leaders with such di-
verse political orientations as Fidel Castro, Ruhollah
Khomeini, Vaclev Havel, Gerry Adams, and Nelson Mandela
were all incarcerated. While there has been some examina-
tion of the impact of prison in biographies and autobiogra-
phies of these figures, thereislittle systematic examination
of thewaysthat prison shaped their political goalsand strat-
egies. Robben Island and Prisoner Resistance to Apartheid
examines this issue, concentrating on the experiences of
those imprisoned on South Africa's notorious Robben Is-
land. The author, a member of the Sociology Department at
George Washington University, does not claim that therole
played by the | slanderswas more significant than that played
by those outside the prison, but she argues that it isarole
that has not been examined adequately. Buntman relies
largely on interviews with former prisoners and warders,
although she also examines records of the prison adminis-
tration as well as secondary sources.

Robben Island, off the coast of Cape Town, had served
as aprison for many years. The number of political prison-
ers there increased in the early 1960s as protests against
South Africa's apartheid system intensified and the regime
passed ever more draconian security legidation. Several
hundred were already imprisoned by 1964, when the Afri-
can National Congress's leaders-Nelson Mandela, Walter
Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Ahmed Kathrada, among others—ar-
rived. Later waves arrived after the Soweto-inspired upris-
ingsof 1976 and thecivil unrest of the early 1980s. Through-
out, of course, Mandela and other ANC leaders remained.
Not until 1991 was the last political prisoner released or
removed from the Island.

Conditions are undoubtedly harsh in al prisons, but
those in charge of Robben Island sought to make life there
especialy difficult. Some of the guards were brutal, hard
labor was required of most prisoners, and there were daily
humiliations. The apartheid system was replicated within
the prison: the entire prison staff was white, while all the
prisonerswere“black” (African, Coloured, or Asian). Apart-
heid rules governed the provision of daily amenities: Afri-
can prisoners received only 12 ounces of corn meal each

day, while Asians and Coloureds received 14 ounces,
Colouredsand Asiansreceived 6 ounces of meat or fish four
times aweek, but Africans received only 5 ounces. To fur-
ther heighten tensions, prisoners of different political affili-
ations were housed together. In the 1960s, this meant jail-
ing African National Congress (ANC) members with those
of the Pan-Africanist Congress (PAC). Later, after the
Soweto protests of the mid-1970s, there was a large influx
of prisonerswho advocated Black Consciousnessideas. That
group was also of avery different generation than Mandela
and his colleagues, adding generational strains to political
ones.

These details of daily life might lead one to expect the
prison popul ation to be atomized and focused solely on daily
needs. That was likely the intent of prison authorities, but
the prisoners were able to resist, to survive, and even to
thrive during their years on Robben Island. “Resistance” is
conceptualized here as more than just arefusal to submit to
prison authorities; it also refersto effortsto remake the power
relationships within the prison and, ultimately, society asa
whole. Prisoners' resistancetook two forms, “resistance for
survival” and “resistance beyond survival.” Whiletherewas
not a linear progression from one type of resistance to the
other, conditions had improved dramatically by the mid-
1970s so there was greater emphasis on resistance beyond
survival after that time.

Creating conditionsfor survival in prisonisaprerequi-
sitefor any further resistance strategies. To combat the con-
ditions identified previoudly, prisoners resorted to a hum-
ber of tactics. These could be as simple as mouthing an un-
spoken profanity at aguard. More organized effortsincluded
a hunger strike, as occurred in 1965 or 1966, and utilizing
legal channels, e.g., preparing court petitions or writing | et-
ters to prison authorities. The prisoners al'so had a nhumber
of allies outside the prison. These included former prison-
ers, Helen Suzman—a South African parliamentarian, and
the International Committee of the Red Cross. While exter-
nal actorswereimportant, both Suzman and prison authori-
tiesagreethat the actions of the prisoners, themselves, were
crucial to changing prison conditions because, in Suzman's
words, “they were strong and they were united and they
wereorganized and they wereinformed...” (Suzman quoted
at p. 58).

Resistance strategies did not end as prison conditions
improved. Struggling for more than mere survival, prison-
ers sought to improve their physical and mental health, not
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only as a means of relieving boredom but also to improve
themselves and to prepare for what many believed would
be apost-apartheid order in their lifetimes. One of the most
important of these“ strategies of resistance beyond survival”
was education. The Island was considered a“ university” by
many, aterm usually taken to mean that prisoners were ex-
posed to the insights of Mandela and other leading resis-
tance figures. Yet it was also a university in the more tradi-
tional sense. Prisoners enrolled in correspondence courses
offered by the University of South Africaand other distance
education institutions, some earning college degrees. There
were education programs within the prison, too, as better
educated prisoners taught less well-educated ones. There
was also palitical education. Some prisoners taught classes
in political theory and later, as change became more likely,
aprisoner trained in political science offered classeson dif-
ferent constitutional models. In addition to education, there
were also efforts to improve the prisoners’ physical health,
e.g., football (soccer) and rugby tournamentsaswell asten-
nis lessons. Recreational and cultural activities, including
chess and checkers games, ballroom dancing competitions,
the staging of plays, and instructionin musical instruments,
were also available.

Besides keeping prisoners busy, these activities hel ped
them develop political, organizational, and |eadership skills.
Over time, they were able to transform the “ state of nature’
that had existed on the Island into anew social system, one
governed by an unspoken but widely recognized social con-
tact. To construct this new society, prisoners had to tolerate
different points of view, reach out to those across commu-
nal and organizational divides, and be open to new ideas,
all necessary skillsfor the subsequent transition from apart-
heid to democracy. Ironically, then, the prisoners’ incarcera-
tion was not so much a barrier to post-1990 reform as an
opportunity for them to develop the skillsto help make the
new system work. Not surprisingly, then, Buntman is able
to identify many former prisoners who are now prominent
in government, business, and civil society. These men have
been ableto “tak[ €] thelessons|earned from Robben Island
to other spheres of South African life” (p. 174).

Of course, most prisoners did not want to wait until
their release to try to influence politics on the outside. The
desire to end apartheid that had led to their imprisonment
did not eliminate when they arrived on the Island, and pris-
oners consciously sought to influence palitics outside the
prison. Thistook many forms, direct and indirect. Oneindi-
rect way was the prisoners' serving as beacons of hope for
apartheid’s foes. Prisoners sought to keep their organiza-
tions, typically banned on the outside, alivein prison. More
direct ways for furthering the struggle included giving in-
structions to departing prisoners. All were urged to work
for improved prison conditions; some prisoners were given
more specific tasks, e.g., getting black unionsto shift from
economic to political demands, joining community organi-
zations and, in afew cases, going into exile to promote the
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struggle from abroad. There were al so occasionswhen stra-
tegic discussions among the prisoners shaped the strategies
of the anti-apartheid movement on the outside. An impor-
tant example is the United Democratic Front, the umbrella
organization of anti-apartheid organizations created in the
early 1980s. While thereis somedisagreement on thispoint,
some prisoners claim that the UDF “was an idea from
Robben Island” (VVronda Banda quoted at p. 164). More-
over, after the formation of the UDF, many ex-prisoners
servedinitsleadership. To cite another example, it wasANC
prisoners who developed the ANC strategy of negotiating
with Inkathain KwazZulu-Natal rather than confronting it.

The clearest illustration of Buntman's themes is that
the state chose to begin to negotiate the end of apartheid
with a prisoner, Nelson Mandela. It is true, of course, that
thisdecision wasdue, in part, to Mandela' s prominenceand
to the ability to keep the talks secret precisely because he
was aprisoner. However, thefact the Mandelahad survived
more than two decadesin prison, that he and hisfellow pris-
oners had devel oped their own community and transformed
prison life through mutual tolerance and reaching out to
former foes, and that the prisoners had been able to influ-
ence politics on the outside made Mandelaa desirable part-
ner once the regime had decided to end apartheid.

To what extent are Buntman’sideas applicableto other
cases? No two prisons are alike nor are the governments
which send prisoners away, but she does find evidence of
similar resistance patterns elsewhere. There are numerous
examples of prisoners resisting to survive, as one would
expect given the cruel conditions most political prisoners
confront. She also finds examples of efforts to resist be-
yond survival. However, there are few cases where prison-
ers had such an important impact on the political process
outside the prison (one exception isthe role of IRA prison-
ers in Northern Ireland). Why was the South African case
uniquein thisregard? Perhapsit is aresult of the nature of
the prisons, their prisoners, and the conditions of their con-
finement. In South Africa, most leading prisoners were to-
gether in the same prison rather than placed in different pris-
ons, gulag-archipelago style. The prisonersalso understood
from the start that they would be imprisoned for lengthy
periods. Those two conditions enabled and perhaps forced
them to develop knowledge of and working relationships
with other leaders as well as an incentive to get along with
their jailers. Without those conditions, it seemsunlikely that
the Islanders would have had the opportunity or the will-
ingness to construct their own prison society and the skills
to help shape the new South Africa.

Despite this inability to apply some of her points to
other cases, Buntman has written an important book. She
has opened Robben Idand, illustrated how the prisonersthere
were able to survive as long as they did, and shown how,
despitetheir incarceration, they played animportant rolein
the creation of the new South Africa
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Inan effort toillustrate the gl obalization process, Peter
Berger and Samuel Huntington undertook a monumental
empirical study that utilized an international team of ex-
perts—groups of well-established socia scientistsand their
respective teams—who focused on the most feared issuein
recent decades:. the impact of the globalization process and
its unexpected consequences. Many Globalizationsisacol-
lection of research endeavorson globalization and itsforces
in China, Taiwan, Japan, Germany, Hungary, South Africa,
Chile, Turkey, and the United States. It iscomprised of four
parts, and as the list shows, each part illustrates a few ex-
amples of cultural and economic globalization from each of
the four continents (excluding Australia) around the world.
In completing thiswork, Berger/Huntington et al hoped that
perhaps continental examples of globalization reflect some
of thesimilar patternsthat are noticeablein the neighboring
regions.

One of the most interesting aspects of the discussion
presented in Many Globalizations is its emphasis on cul-
tural globalization. Thisis an important point of departure
for the book that makesit unique when compared with other
existing work on globalization in terms of 1) its diversion
from being exclusively economic oriented and 2) borrow-
ing from the macro-theoretical perspective. In addition, the
discussion presented in this volume takes field and empiri-
cal work as its methodology and attempts to portray a new
picture of globalization that has been missing in the litera-
ture. Thus, the series of the discussions presented in Many
Globalizationstriesto unravel the mythsthat surround glo-
balization, and questions the notion of globalization as a
predominantly American, imperialistic phenomenon.

This approach, of course, complements the studies of
globalization in the sensethat Many Globalizationsisamong
the first academic endeavors that have raised concerns re-
garding the validity of “globalization” as a monolithic and
viable option for solving economic problems in the con-
temporary world. However, Many Globalizations diverts
from other studies by reminding the reader that there are
emerging new patterns and trends at the global level that
are non-economic in nature and multidimensional in char-

acter. According to Berger/Huntington et al, these emerg-
ing patterns may appear on the surface as adopting akind of
American “global culture,” but are not affected by its cen-
tral classical imperialism—i.e., homogenization via
“McDonaldization” or “ metastasized Disneyland.”

The initial depiction of such a notion of globalization
inthe studies conducted herewas one of Peter Berger'sorigi-
nal critiques of the literature that treated globalization asan
extremely exaggerated phenomenon in research. In thisre-
gard, the globalization process for Berger/Huntington et al
isacultural onethat symbolizes an alternative to economic
globalization. The central thesisin Many Globalizationsrests
on theideathat neither economic nor cultural globalization
isthegreat salvation or hope adorned with democracy, equal-
ity, and prosperity that everyone is expecting it to bring
about. Although the two may appear to be intertwined, the
studies that focused on India, Japan, and Turkey observed
an emerging pattern of alternative globalization that could
be defined as local “cultural movements with a global out-
reach originating outside of theWesternworld” (p. 12). This
finding is particularly significant in the characterization of
globalization because most everyone who subscribesto mod-
ernization theory assumes that globalization operates as an
agent of modernization that originates from the West and
spreads throughout the world. One can detect only one ob-
vious implication in the idea of “alternative globalization”
emphasized in this book: that there are other paths to mod-
ernization than the Western-oriented efforts. Hence, Berger/
Huntington et a present the alternatives and the multifac-
eted complexity that such alternatives could bring about to
the contemporary world. From this viewpaint, it is safe to
say that Many Globalizationsisa pioneering academic work.
The fact that the studies reported in this volume did not
confine themselves solely to the economic aspects of glo-
balization — the focus on the cultural aspects of globaliza-
tion and the impact they have onlocal and regional cultures
— attest to this paint.

In line with the above thesis, the findings in this book
suggest that globalization is not a predominantly Western
phenomenon. The collective research effortsin thisvolume
show that not only aspects of Western popular culture have
gained indigenous momentum when brought to local regions,
but also indigenous cultures have taken off as global forces.
Some examples include Neo-Buddhist movements in Tai-
wan, the Love Parade in Germany, African Indigenous
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Churches, a Confucian frame of thinking among the mer-
chant classin China, and the evangelical movement in Chile
that have become global trends exemplify not only local-
ization but also aform of hybridization that carries a non-
American and non-Western message. The authors maintain
that localization of thiskind, however, is more far reaching
than asimple diffusion of American or Western cultural prac-
tices or convergence. As a result, according to the studies
cited in Many Globalizations, Eastern philosophies and re-
ligions have gained positive momentums, and their pendu-
lums are having sweeping swings for attracting millions of
people around the globe—especialy, in the West. This is
the areawhere Berger/Huntington et al seriously question a
purely Western notion of economic globalization and show
many globalization processes and globalizing forces that
are emanating from non-Western countries. Their discov-
ery issignificant in that they reveal the nature of globaliza-
tion asareciprocal process between Western and non-West-
ern societies. However, it is intriguing to see that the re-
search cited here easily treatslocality asacontrolling inter-
est; that is, the tension between global and indigenous cul-
tures converges at a crossroad at the local level.

Although some of the studies in Many Globalizations
focus on the positive aspects of globalization, most con-
tributorsarecritical of the process of globalization—whether
economic or cultural. In the meantime, these authors do not
perceive globalization as a homogenizing threat. However,
acommon themein all of these reportsistheir critical look
at theliterature and how other scholars of globalization have
treated globalization as a simple process for solving global
problems. The authors commonly believe that the shape that
globalization has taken is a complex one and must be dealt
with in conjunction with the plans and changes envisioned
by each country’s actors of globalization (elites and local
governments). These actorsare morelikely to be the hybrid
products of the local cultures, who are accountable for a
localized process of globalization and their Western train-
ing or partnership encounters necessitate them to conduct
their duties based on the assumptions, principles, and theo-
riesthat arerooted in foreign (Western) cultures. Neverthe-
less, despite what is expected of thelocal actors, researchin
Many Globalizations uncoversaparadoxical behavioral ten-
dency by these actors that reflects a combination of asense
of national-cultural pride and patriotism, on the one hand,
and a sense of western education and training, on the other.
Hence the overall discussion in thisvolume showsthat cul-
tural globalization iseven more difficult than economic glo-
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balization to control.

The research team put together for this project is an-
other interesting feature of Many Globalizations. The con-
tents of the research reports published in this volume show
that the sel ected scholarsare highly diversein their orienta
tion and perspective. The diversity in thought and outlook,
and variability intheir interests and expertise are among the
qualities that have added to the overall perspective of the
presentation in thisbook. Asaresult, the current work quali-
fiesto be an amalgamation of abroader and more complete
definition of globalization. The attention that the authors
have paid to avariety of issuesthat relate to globalization—
e.g., popular culture, tastes and preferences, Evangelical and
conservative Catholic movements, and even the effects of
Buddhism and modern Islam, etc.—all have contributed to
the field in the following ways:. 1) it is a groundbreaking
and pioneering work in its own right, 2) it laid down the
ground work for subsequent studies, and 3) it contains ma-
terials that can be of intereststo a diverse audience.

In sum, Many Globalizations. Cultural Diversityinthe
Contemporary World gives a picture of the globalization
process that contradicts the popular image that sees the
emerging global culture as mostly Western, English speak-
ing, and elitist. The collective message in the studies pub-
lished in this book is that there is an emerging global cul-
ture, and the elites—who are predominantly functional in
the areas of business, global trade, academic environments,
and missionary religious groups—are the vehicles for its
diffusion that cultural globalization is neither the threat nor
the hope that some have envisioned in ahomogenized world.
Instead, we are facing an erain which indigenous globaliz-
ing movements are counterbal ancing the forces of Western
cultural hegemony and, most importantly, are producing
many hybrid cultural innovations. This study, asBerger and
Huntington rightly claim, contributes significantly to the
study of globalization about which field research and the
empirical data have been scant despite the volumes of pub-
lished materials. Many Globalizations presents a variety of
interesting discourse, aswell asenough hintsto launch other
important studies. Because the book focuses on some of the
pressing contemporary issuesand explorestheir importance
to developing countries in the globalization equation. The
book makes an informative addition to thelist of reading in
social stratification, sociology of development, cultural stud-
ies, and international relations.
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Seldom does a book become obsolete shortly after (or
even before) appearing in print. Thisdubiousnotoriety seems
to befall the book under review asits publication happened
to coincide with the United Statesinvasion of Iragin Spring
2003 and the subsequent toppling of the Saddam Hussein
regime. It is after all difficult to tango with an interlocker
who is confined to a prison cell, awaiting trial. It is very
tempting therefore to dismiss Dancing with Saddam as ir-
relevant, an example of the rapidly changing “new Middle
East,” where yesterday’s realities may quickly turn into
tomorrow’sanachronism. However, passing so harsh ajudg-
ment may be prematurein this case. In spite of its apparent
weaknesses, acloser scrutiny of thisvolume may prove use-
ful to our understanding of the post-1raq War regional reali-
ties, particularly insofar asthe future of the Hashimite King-
dom of Jordan is concerned.

David Schenker isaMiddle East policy advisor in the
Officeof the U.S. Secretary of Defense and former research
fellow of the Washington Institutefor Near East Policy. This
study isthe product of research he conducted between 1999
and 2001 under the auspice of that institute. It is based in
part on confidential conversations with “dozens of Jorda-
nian politicians, businessmen, intellectuals, and royals’ (p.
vii) aswell as printed media sources and alitany of statisti-
cal data gathered during the author’s stay in Amman. It can
therefore be regarded as avalid representation of Jordanian
public opiniontowards bilateral relationswith Iraq during a
crucia period in the history of Jordan: the transmission of
power from the late King Hussein to his son Abdullah.

Theinterest in deci phering Jordanian attitudestowards
Iraq in the 1980s and 1990s derives from an apparent shift
in the kingdom's foreign policy during the crisis that had
led to the Gulf War of 1991 and its aftermath. A loyal and
consistent American (previously British) ally for most of
his four and a half decades on the throne, King Hussein
surprised many in the summer of 1990 when he assumed a
position of friendly neutrality towards Iraq after it had oc-

cupied Kuwait. The ambivalent Jordanian stance towards
the future of Iraq continued throughout most of the 1990s
and into the early reign of Abdullah and the 2003 war.

Schenker’s thesis is plain and well articulated. Over
the course of the past two decades or so, Irag has become
Jordan’s main economic partner. Jordan serves “as Irag's
principal entrepdt” and it “has become economically de-
pendent on Iraq” (p. 1). However, the ties between these
two nations go well beyond economics alone. They share
“very strong feelings of amity” (p. 6). Indeed, “Iraq isone
of the few subjects on which most all Jordanians—East
Bankers and Palestinians alike—agree” (ibid).

The book is divided into four chapters. The first, en-
titled “ History and Common Identity” attemptsto trace the
historical ties between the two countries from the Arab Re-
volt of World War | to the Iran-Iraq War of the 1980s and
beyond. This is clearly the weakest part of the book since
Schenker’s command of the two countries’ history is very
limited. It is dotted with hollow and occasionally inaccu-
rate statements, such asthe characterization of “[t]he peoples
of what would later become Jordan and Irag” as*“ comrades
inarms’ against the Ottoman Empire (p. 7). Otherwise the
reference to the rel ations between the two countries prior to
the 1990s is scant. It is interesting to note that the short-
lived union between the two countries, forged in early 1958
and terminated after the Iragi coup that ended Hashimite
rule over the country, is mentioned only once, in a coinci-
dental manner, as Schenker citesan unidentified former Jor-
danian minister who “ opined that Iragis harbor adeep guilt
about the slaughter of the Iragi royalsin 1958" (p. 23).

The second chapter, entitled “Economics,” is much
better researched and its conclusions should be of interest
toreadersof current Middle Eastern palitics. Schenker iden-
tifies correctly the structural weaknesses of Jordan’s
economy and the manner in which its symbiotic relation-
shipwithitsIragi counterpart helps alleviate some of them.
Iragq’'s supply of cheap ail to its neighbor to the west has
been “the [ubricant” of this bilateral economic relationship
and it has formed “ Jordan’s greatest source of foreign aid”
during the 1980s and 1990s (p. 31). Meanwhile, during the
long years of its war with Iran and international isolation
following the war of 1991, Iraq relied on Jordanian supply
of imported goods, alowing the Hashimite Kingdom to
develop an “impressive transport industry” (p. 46). How-
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ever, the declining traffic of such goods during the second
half of the 1990s threatened to have a detrimental effect on
Jordan’s sole port city of Agaba.

Iraq’s superior economic position allowed Saddam
Hussein to use bilateral trade as a tool with which to ma-
nipulate the Jordanian political system. Schenker’'s main
contribution perhaps could be found in the third chapter of
the book, entitled “Pro-Iragq Elements in Jordan,” in which
he identifies various groups and individuals that promoted
closer ties with Baghdad and attempted to influence their
country’s policy in that direction. Saddam, it seems, was
very successful in acquiring such good will with ablend of
lavish spending, propaganda, and intimidation. The Iraq
lobby in Amman included avariety of professional associa-
tions (most notably representatives of the printed and au-
dio-visual media), economic interests (such as the Amman
Chamber of Commerce), student unions (by the 1980s, about
5,000 Jordanians were enrolled in Iragi universities, “com-
prising about 10 percent of Jordan’s total higher education
enrollment” [p. 73]), and Islamist advocacy groups.

Thelast chapter dealswith“ TheAbdullah Era”’ and the
manner in which he has attempted to follow his father's
footsteps in maintaining the delicate balance between Iraq

Gershovich

and the USA (not to mention Jordan’s other neighbors, Syria,
Israel, and Saudi Arabia) in amanner that would most ben-
efit the kingdom and assure the stability of hisregime. Writ-
ing his study “as U.S.-Iraq war clouds begin to gather,”
Schenker assessed Abdullah’s approach as “trying to im-
prove ties with both simultaneously” (p. 92). Assessing in
his concluding remarksthe young monarch’slikely conduct
in the eventuality of a war, Schenker predicted, correctly,
that unlike hislate father, who had been “compelled totoea
‘neutral’ line during the Gulf War, it is ailmost inconceiv-
able that King Abdullah would not (quietly) align himself
with the West” (p. 108).

In the aftermath of thewar in Irag, asthe U.S.-led coa
lition continues in its efforts to suppress the indigenous in-
surgency and usher in afunctioning, stable, democratically
elected government, regional states like Jordan may and do
play animportant rolein the process. Therefore, eventhough
much of the data gathered for Dancing with Saddam may
seem outdated, it could serve asthe basis for assessing cur-
rent and future Jordanian policiestowards post-Saddam Iraqg.
Schenker ought to be encouraged to undertake follow-up
research in that direction, assuming he has not become en-
gaged in it aready.
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As an expert and college-level teacher of Caribbean,
African and African American studies, Professor Joseph C.
Dorsey has unlimited expertise to delve into the compara-
tive study of the continuing slave trafficking in the age of
abolition. As underscored eloquently, his 311-page book
emanates from his “interest in the history of the Spanish
seaborne empire and the variety of syncretic cultures deriv-
ing from it” (preface). His very useful study spans almost
half a century, specifically between 1815 and 1859.

Any scholar, who is familiar with the story of the
Amistad dlave ship (which became an international spec-
tacle in slave studies, aso during the period of abolition)
would agree with Dorsey’s prompt and exciting description
of Havana's international reputation in the 17th and 18th
centuries, especially about the colorful and lucrative excite-
ment of the city’s urban decadence and, in thewords of Abbe
Raynal, as“the boulevard of the New World.” Additionally,
itisvery important to note that, asfar back asthe 1700s and
1800s, Cubawas held in much significance, as compared to
Puerto Rico that, as Dorsey pointed out, “played second
fiddle to Cuba throughout the nineteenth century.”

Continuing slave trafficking, in the age of the trade’s
abolition, brings what Dorsey pursues in his book into the
realm of illegal commerce; as Dorsey cites, with gratitude,
the Puerto Rico version iswell coveredinitslegal andille-
gal commerce terms in Arturo Morales Carrion’s seminal
work, Puerto Rico and the Non-Hispanic Caribbean (1952).
Although Dorsey’s excellent work has slavery as its main
thesis, it isvery significant to point out herethat it dwellsa
lot more on “the structures of its form as an illegal traffic
and less on the structures of its content as a legal institu-
tion” (p. xii).

To make surethat hisbook cregpsout of itsoriginal Cali-
fornia dissertation mode, Dorsey brilliantly removed varied
typical or specific thesis norms and requirements, which ear-
lier included case studies of respective daves. Instead, he
dwellson several fundamental issues about un-researched (or
unexplored) Puerto Rican involvement in theillegal traffick-
ing of daves, work that should benefit the teeming students
and scholars of both history and culture of mainstream Carib-
bean, African and Latin American studies.

The introduction to the study (pp. 1-20), which deals
with approaches, directions and concerns, begins with an
eloquent quote from the introduction to Herbert Klen's
Middle Passage. Invariably, Dorsey utilizes the three parts
(PartsI-111) of nine chapters of hiswork to provide hisread-
ers with what he describes as a “ miscellany of themes that
center on the clandestine slave trade to Puerto Rico.” Inthe
publication, hefurther examines*the extent to which forces
of doubt, disunity, and incoherence served a single branch
of an outlawed enterprise described then and now as small”
(p- 1).

Part | isasub-title, “ Strategies and Strategems’, under
which Dorsey discussesthe colony’s obscurity; early Anglo-
Spanish diplomacy”; and “ Friendly Fire, Enemy Fire..”. Part
Il dealswith “New Routes, Old remedies,” whereby Dorsey
discusses French, Dutch and Danish presence and how Af-
rican rivers became the structures for the transportation of
theillegal cargo; Part 111, sub-titled “Mare Liberum,” pro-
vides readers and researchers with occurrences from the
South Atlantic East; South Atlantic West, coupled with the
Inter-Caribbean influs of 1847. The epilogue (with aFrench
sub-title) is “Cette Fin Qui N’en Est Pas Une” (pp. 210-
219), which sums up Dorsey’s scholarly contentions, in-
cluding the assertion that “ Puerto Rico was asmall Spanish
colony with anucleus of planter and non-planter eliteswho
continued to buy slaves and consume their labor in an age
that heralded the end of davery” (p. 210).

In dealing with the illegal slave commerce between
1815 and 1859, Dorsey unambiguously pinpoints the fact
that theillegal Puerto Rican davetrade had adifferent cloak
between 1817 and 1859, whereby it operated in the shadow
of larger and wealthier competitors, adding that, despite
several patterns of European occupation, settlement, and
exploitation in the Caribbean, “dave labor and sugar pro-
duction shaped the same colonial discourse” (Introduction).

Slave trading existed for over 300 years in these areas
but, as Dorsey documents, legal cessation marked the end
of pertinent government documentation and bureaucratic
minutiae. Yet, the study isabout the Puerto Rican davetrade
“from the internationalization of the anti-slave campaignin
1815 to the arrival of the island’s last slave ship in 1859,”
(p-3). According to Dorsey, the shift from legal to illegal
davetrading in human cargo “rendered the 1820s a period
of trial and error” (p. 3).

Divided into periods, the book offers readers and re-
searchers (including teachers) varied scenarios and para-
doxes, although in the end Dorsey would make it clear that
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such work “is more than a study of paradox” (p. 219). For
example, apart form the activeillegal trading between 1815
and 1830, Dorsey explainsthat between the period of 1834
and 1840, Britain protested against the export of newly
emancipated English slaves to Spanish dominions. There
was a second period (1840-44), which was fraught with
internal uncertainty, although the discovery of English
daves, by Great Britain, in Puerto Rico, embarrassed and
angered the Spanish government in Spain.

In the midst of its embarrassment, it is significant that
Dorsey takes the time to provide his readers with an excel-
lent discussion of how the period was characterized by slave
revolts and conspiraciesin Cubaand Puerto Rico; in 1848,
an abalitionist governor was appointed for Puerto Rico to
show that Madrid was serious about the abolition of sla
very. Apart from the extensive volume of information that
scholarsof Latin American and Caribbean studiesgain from
Slaver Traffic in the Age of Abolition, the publication that
has a lot to offer scholars of African studies. As the epi-
logue confirms, West Africawas a great source of theille-
ga human cargo that was exported after abolition lawswere
put in place; in terms of the sources of the slaves, Dorsey
clearly pointed out, inter dia:

It is certain, nonetheless, that the majority of
captives who landed on Puerto Rico shores came
from the interiors of Upper Guineain present-day
Guinea-Conakry, SierraLeone, and Liberia. While
many were polytheists from small states,
accephalous societies, and client polities not far
[from] the coast—such as the Pongo Susu and the
Ganga of Sierra Leone and Liberia—some, such
asthe Fulaand the Manding[ o], were Muslimsfrom
larger and often newly centralized states between
Futa Jallon and the Sahel at the Niger Bend...(p.
211).

Aboveall, several mitigating factorswould help dimin-
ish the slave trading in of the period. Dorsey explains also
that “fluctuations in the Puerto Rican slave trade were not
centered on Euro-American politicsalone” (p. 211). Hefur-
ther underscored that social, political, and economic forces
or factors endemic to West African affairs did contribute to
what he saw as the dictates of the traffic. Toward the end,
Dorsey sought to provide lucid and beneficial answers to
some of the cogent queries about the limited numbers of
Senegalese and Gold Coast nationals as part of the slaves
being sent to Puerto Rico; and the extent of Spanishinvolve-
ment. In the end, relations were predicated on anti-slave
trade treati es between Great Britain and Spain, al of which,

Assensoh and Alex-Assensoh

in Dorsey’s estimation, “constituted a series of unending
maneuvers between diplomatic ruptureand repair” (p. 212).
Aboveall, Dorsey madeit clear that international abolition-
ismwas, indeed, not amonolithic crusade, and that its move-
ment was fractured at theinternal level.

In providing additional detailsabout earlier Britishand
Puerto Rican relations, Dorsey narrates details about how,
on 16 June 1598, George Clifford, who has been knighted
as the third earl of Cumberland, attached Puerto Rico and
controlledit for two months. Also, the Dutch and the French
had coveted the island in aggressive terms. In the midst of
the abolitionist fervor, Puerto Rican economic fortuneswere
fading, hencein January 1852, Mayaguez customschief Blas
Ginart gave an 18-point plan to Spain-appointed interim
governor Enrique EspanaTaberner to reverse Puerto Rico’'s
troubled economy. Instead, he expected his replacement to
be an official, who would “endorse the revival of African
davecommerce,” asthe seventh recommendation had asked
for (p. 217).

Dorsey, abovedl, shows how abolitionism became as-
sociated with such various 18th century buzzwords as en-
lightenment, benevolent despotism, anti-clericism, revolu-
tion, progress and several others; a so, that the Age of Abo-
lition functioned as a conductor for new ideas and prac-
tices. To help speed up the emancipation (or freedom) of
Africans kept against their will, in the midst of abolition-
ism, Dorsey shows how, as “recently” asin August 1862—
and less than five decades from the dawn of the 20th cen-
tury—23 Africans signed a letter to be sent to the British
imperial capital (London) seeking relief and freedom, the
tail-end of which, inter alia, read: “We also wish your Ex-
cellency to send us away as soon as possible, and we shall
ever remember this service and pray that God may preserve
you many years’ (p. 218).

According to Dorsey, in the end, “many Africans in
Cubaand Brazil returned to the African continent,” and that
some of them did also reach their homelands or lands nearby,
whileavast mgjority remained, including the 23 Puerto Rico-
based writers of the petition. Onewondersif racism played
any role in the fact that, although the British Royal Navy,
Foreign Office and even the Spanish colonia administra-
tion facilitated measures for these Blacks to return their
native homes, Foreign Minister Russell “declined to act o
thisrequest, despite Cowper’s urgent recommendations” (p.
219). In Dorsey’s very astute and brilliant conclusions, the
history of slave commercein the Age of Abalition is more
than (1) the study of false constructions of human biology
of inherent deceptions aswell as race-based ideol ogies that
are protected by the forces of palitics and society; and (i)
paradoxes. To understand it better and in clearer terms, it is
worth perusing Dorsey’s studly.
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This volume is a collection of essays on colonial Car-
ibbean society and economy that seek to demonstrate the
complexities in the lives of the enslaved populations out-
side of the plantation. The book’s principal goal is to cri-
tique the tradition of Caribbean historiography that views
the plantation complex in a straight-forward monocultural
model or endaver-enslaved dichotomy. These paradigms,
according to the authors, mask the inherent diversity and
heterogeneity of Caribbean society. Though recognizing the
relative dominance of the sugar plantation as a system of
production, Savery Without Sugar demonstratesto the con-
trary that sugar did not control the whole structure of lifein
the Caribbean.

The book’s eleven essays include studies on indigo
farming in St. Domingue/Haiti (David Geggus); timber ex-
tractionin Belize (O. Nigel Bolland); livestock farmscalled
“pens’ in Jamaican (B. W. Higman); and coffee farming in
Jamaica (two separate essays, one by S. D. Smith, and the
other jointly by Verene A. Shepherd and Kathleen E. A.
Monteith). Other studies examine the production of a vari-
ety of forest, maritime, and other non-sugar agricultural re-
sources, such as the cultivation of cotton in the Bahamas
(Gail Saunders).

A major aspect of the economic diversity that the vol-
ume seekstoillustrate is in the lives of the enslaved urban
populations. Thus Evelyn Powell Jennings essay on the
king's enslaved laborers who worked on Havana's fortifi-
cationsin the 18" century demonstratesthat their liveswere
significant not only in terms of occupational diversity in
enslavement in Cuba but also in illuminating the character-
istics of urban enslavement as a whole. Her essay, along
with Pedro L. V. Welch's analysis of the urban context of
theendavedin Barbados, Felix V. Matos Rodriguez’ s study
of domestics in Puerto Rico, and Franklin W. Knight's ex-
amination of the free colored in Cuba, demonstrate that en-
dlaved urban peoples faced conditions of life different from
plantation or rural davery, thus underscoring the fact that
the peculiar characteristics of urban enslavement haveto be
studied if the complexities of Caribbean dlavery are to be
fully understood. As all the essays show, the rural dimen-
sion represented only one aspect of the social reality of plan-
tation societies.

Savery Without Sugar’s major contribution is in cri-
tiquing the totalizing tendency to focus on sugar; “the con-
cept of asingletype of plantation complex modeled on sugar
can no longer be applied sweepingly to the colonia Carib-
bean” (p. 14). In exploring different dimensions of non-sugar
production, the volume does an effective job in illuminat-
ing the complex nature of Caribbean economy and the im-
plications of those forms of production for our understand-
ing of the wider dynamics of class, race, and power outside
of the sugar plantation. Labor processes, for instance, af-
fected settlement patterns, demographic characteristics, and
political power. Thus the socioeconomic marginality of Ja-
maican pen-keepers, who lacked political power, is con-
trasted with the relatively better-situated status of coffee
farmers. Indeed, the conditions of enslaved labor in the
Caribbean varied according to a number of factors not the
least of which werethe nature of the economic enterprisein
which they were engaged and whether they werein arura
or urban setting. For qualitative differences existed in their
lives, their contribution to the economy, their capacity to
negotiate the terms of their conditions of enslavement, and
their pursuit of freedom.

In stressing that diversification was“thereal Caribbean
experience,” the contributors to the volume are not exactly
breaking fresh ground. The theme of diversity in commod-
ity production and the occupation of the enslaved had been
emphasized by Barry Higman and others since the 1970s.!
However, Savery Without Sugar makes a significant con-
tribution to an under-researched aspect of Caribbean stud-
ies, by adding to the pluralist discourse on Caribbean eco-
nomic and social history.

1. B.W. Higman, Save Population and Economy in Jamaica,
1807-1834 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976)
and Save Populations of the British Caribbean, 1807— 1834
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1984).



42

Adjaye



International Third World Studies Journal and Review, Volume XV, 2004

Book Review: The Cuba Reader: History, Culture, Palitics

Richard R. Super

Department of History, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 68178

Chomsky, Aviva; Carr, Barry; and Smarkal off,
Pamela Marie, eds. The Cuba Reader. History,
Culture, Palitics. Durham, N.C.: Duke University
Press, 2003. 723 pp. $26.95 (paper).

Ever since C. Wright Mills squared off with Theodore
Draper more than forty years ago, there has generally been
but two perspectives on Fidel Castro and the Cuban Revo-
[ution. From Mills, author of the popular Listen, Yankeein
1960, Castro was fundamentally a Cuban nationalist, out to
make the sweeping changes that national sovereignty and
social justice required; if he moved toward closer ties with
the Soviet Union, it was only in self defense against the
hostility of the United States. Draper diametrically disagreed.
In his 1962 Castro's Revolution. Myths and Realities, Fidel
purposely turned to communism and the Soviet orbit to con-
solidate his personal power, thereby betraying the pro-
claimed goals and ideals of the 1959 Revolution. Four-plus
decades and whole shelves of books on the subject later,
little of that debate has been resolved. The Cuba Reader.
History, Culture, Politics, edited by Aviva Chomsky, Barry
Carr, and Pamela Maria Smorkal off, is a case in point.

In their volume, the editors, two historians and a pro-
fessor of literature, make no claimsthat theirsisabalanced
treatment. The three, accomplished scholarsin thefield all,
announce from the start ashared “ commitment to social jus-
tice” (p. 2) that produces a sympathetic treatment of the
Cuban struggle for change. What results is a collection of
over 120 readings of every genre, from memoirs to poetry,
to sociological analysis, to cartoons, arranged
chronologicically, first in four sections that describe the
Cuban conquest, colony, independence movement, and en-
suing neocolonialism prior to the Revolution, followed the-
matically by another four that illustrate post-1959 social,
cultural, and international themes, as well as a final seg-
ment on the challenges of the Special Period. Throughout it
all, the message is that, prior to Castro’s Revolution, Cuba
was controlled and exploited by outside forces and that af -
terwards the changes wrought were rational, justified, and
welcomed by the vast majority of Cuban citizens. Take, for
example, the section on The Cuban Revolution and the
World. It portrays a heroic Cubafacing amalicious United
States by juxtaposing diary entries and photos of the ideal-
istic Venceremos Brigade with declassified documentsfrom
Operation Mongoose, the secret U.S. plan to overthrow the
Castro regime. Likewise, as various U.S. administrations

plotted to assassinate Fidel, thousands of Cubans, includ-
ing children cruelly separated from their families, werelured
to Floridaexile by “substantial [U.S.] government largesse”
(p. 557). Meanwhile, Cuba became admired throughout the
Third World for the thousands of physiciansand health-care
workers that it has sent out since 1963. Nowhere in this
section is there suggestion of Cubans fleeing increasing
political repression, of increasing economic dependency on
the Soviet Union, or of the Revolution’s military interven-
tionsin Africaand Latin America

Despite its overall length, 712 pages of text, sugges-
tionsfor further reading and acknowledgments, this anthol-
ogy curiously pays little attention to Fidel himself, the cen-
tral figure of Cuban history and politics, if not culture as
well, since 1959. There is his “History Will Absolve M¢e”
speech from 1953 and excerpts from arevolutionay speech
delivered only days after assuming power. But afterwards
there is only occasional and fleeting mention of him, as if
he were but a piece of the background rather than alooming
presence. Missing consequently isinclusion of readingsfrom
any of the many political biographies that contribute criti-
cally to the story of Cubaand its Revolution. Nothing from
the self-defensive Herbert Matthews, the academic Peter
Bourne, the journalistic Tad Szulc, or even the breezy
GeorgieAnne Geyer —any of these might have contributed
significantly tothe overall picture of the nation and itstimes.

Whatever the openly admitted imbalance and despite
any gap in the presentation, The Cuba Reader is neverthe-
lessan impressive and worthy addition to the series of simi-
lar readerson Peru, Brazil, Argentinaand Mexico, published
by Duke University Press. In thislatest addition, the editors
have gathered an engaging assortment of readings, some of
them from classics, like Miguel Barnet’'s Biography of a
Runaway Slave, Che's Reminiscences, the essays of
Guillermo Cabreralnfante and the poetry of Nicolas Guillen,
others from sources less well known, translated by one of
the editors herself and apparently appearing in English for
the first time. The outcomeisarich variety of voices, most
of them Cuban, which, when read together reveal a nation
and people of complexity and charm, pathos and poignancy,
quite unlike the stark categories in which the warring ide-
ologies usualy place them. With few exceptions, the ex-
cerptsare kept short; without exception they arefree of aca-
demicjargon and dense theory. Indeed, thisisavolume that
can be read with benefit and enjoyment by student and fac-
ulty scholars alike.
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This collection represents a pluralist approach to reli-
giousfundamentalism. No definitional order isimposed and
avariety of theories are expounded. All the authors are en-
gaged analytically in the attempt to identify and to compre-
hend the many faces of fundamentalist ideology in our con-
temporary world. There are ten chapters by authors repre-
senting a broad range of academic disciplines.

Those chapters focusing on methodological pursuit of
religiousfundamentalismincludetreatmentsof (1) the“ Glo-
bal Information Order” [ch. 1] asatransnational forum out-
side the control of states and corporations that is being ex-
ploited by fundamentalist groups, (2) the “nature of reli-
gious markets’ [ch. 2] in atime when the “sacred canopy”
of religion as social consensusisno longer aplausiblereal-
ity for any society, and (3) the continuum aong which both
fundamentalism and pluralism are situated [ch. 3] in strong
or weak versions determined by the interpretive handling
of the “Collection” of writings held as sacred by the soci-
ety. Thislast-mentioned study illustrates its points through
an examination of the political role of religionin Singapore,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. In each of the three instances, the
cultural complexity and social particulars of the society are
judged as too diverse for a fundamentalist ideology to be
functionally dominant. In Singapore, acity-state dominated
by ethnic Chinese, a compulsory religious education cur-
riculum called “Religious Knowledge” that included plu-
ralist choices foundered because of “student disinterest in
Confucianism” which was the choice favored by the gov-
ernment. Abandoning the “Religious Knowledge® project,
the government adopted a set of principles*“intended to en-
shrine an ‘Asian’ set of values’ (p. 62). In Indonesia, “the
Islam of alarge proportion of the population is too mixed
up with other local religious beliefs and practicesto allow a
purist version of Islam to be enforced nationwide” (p. 65).
The government has employed a“ strategic ideol ogical com-
promise” known as pancasila, five principles that were in-
cluded inthe Indonesian constitution and that “ contain both
religious and secular ideas’ (p. 64). In Malaysia, with 61
percent ethnic Malay Muslims and 34 percent ethnic Chi-
nese and Indians, “amost none of whom are Muslims” (p.
67), the government “must try to find pluralist accommo-

dationswithitslarge non-Muslim populations, which greatly
reducesthe prospect of implementing aparticularist national
ideology” (p. 67).

A fourth chapter grouped with the methodological ap-
proaches claims that, with the collapse of communist ide-
ologiesin Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, “religions
quickly moved to the center of public discourse” (p. 74),
providing continuity to cultural identities. At firgt, thisdis-
coursewaspluralist and predominantly lay discourse. L ater,
clerical discourse came to the fore with a particularist slant
(p. 76). The author claims that “a straightforward, osten-
sible particularism, shown by the Eastern Europeanreligions,
turns out to be in fact the only tactic for them to retain a
substantial symbolic power in the eraof global culture” (p.
85).

The remaining six chapters are identified as treating
regional fundamentalisms, though chapters on political Is-
lam and the Islamophobia of the Western media are not so
much regional as thematic. The regional chapters include
two addressing Hindu fundamentalism in India, one focus-
ing on the Islamization of Pakistan, and one recounting the
emergence of the Shas party in Isragl.

Hindu revivalist politics[ch. 6] is obsessed with estab-
lishing Hindu religious communalism as the basis for na-
tional identity in India. It assumes the homogeneity of a
Hindu community in the form of the brahmanical Hindu-
ism of the Vedas and it freely revises history into an Aryan
golden age followed by a Muslim age of moral decline (p.
144). It advocates the compul sory teaching of Sanskrit, the
inclusion of astrology in university curricula, and observance
of traditions like sati, the self-immolation of a widow on
her husband's funeral pyre. The author, who is also the edi-
tor of the volume, points out weaknesses in the ideology of
the Hindu revivalists. Not only was the Hindu past always
quite diverse and the history of Indialargely pluralist, but
Sahaclaimsthat at the core of thisrevivalist movement “lay
a secular ideology of the state and a modern approach to
party palitics’ (p. 159). The revivalists, Saha asserts, cre-
ated divisiveness, “ but the mgjority of Hinduswerein favor
of asecular state because modernity would likely bring ef-
ficiency and material prosperity without jeopardizing Hindu
norms and valued traditions’ (p. 160).

| deol ogy supplants historiography according to astudy
subtitled, “ Theldamization of Pakistani Social StudiesText-
books’ [ch. 10]. History becomes a mere tool for creating
heroes and villains suitable for teaching a Pakstani nation-
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alism committed to the “ Two-Nation Theory” which holds
that “Hindus and Muslimsin South Asiahad always consti-
tuted distinct and irreconcilably separate communities” (p.
278). Therich cultura variety of peoples constituting Paki-
stan has been effaced by | slamization generated by the cen-
tral government. “1slam has been thetool and Panjabi hege-
mony has been the rule” (p. 280). The Islamization of so-
cial sciencetextbooksbeganin 1972 and reached full stride
under General Zia ul-Haqg, whose textbooks live on long
after hisassassination in 1988 (p. 290). “ Denial and erasure
arethe primary toolsof historiography asitisofficially prac-
ticed in Pakistan” (p. 287).

Relatively short chapters on the Shas party in Israel
[ch. 9] and the Bharatiya Janata Party in India [ch. 8] tell
surprisingly similar stories. These partiesarevery pragmatic
about wielding what power they can achieve, and they are
both willing to manipulate political matters by use of reli-
gioudy charged issues. Seeking political advantage, the BJP
linked itself to the questionable tradition of Ayodhya asthe
birthplace of Rama which led to the razing of Babar’'s
mosque in Ayodhyaby amaob on 6 December 1992 (p. 213).
From itsinitial electoral foray in 1984, the Shas party has
charted a political course that left its natural ally, Likud, in
the lurch while alying with its original enemy, Labor, in
the quest for favorable treatment toward its Sephardi con-
stituents. The author claims that “both Labor and Likud
failed to reach the votersthrough grassroots social and eco-
nomic activities’ whereas the Shas party concentrated on
delivering the goods for the Sephardi cause (p. 256).

The chapter on palitical I1slam [ch. 5] positstwo phases
of Idamist discourse. The first phase is identified as moti-
vational and it consists of stereotypical denunciation of the
immoral values of the West and of utopian claims about
Islam asthe answer to all political questions. The necessary
second phase is analytical and directed toward pragmatic
engagement with practical realities in order to implement
desired political and economic changes (pp. 95-96). The
author claims that the Ayatollah Khomeini is “the quintes-
sential example of this (first) phase of Iamism” (p. 96),
and that the current president of Iran, Mohammad K hatami,
who “developed a very sophisticated worldview focusing
on the need for progressin the Muslim world” (p. 95), rep-
resentsthe essence of the second phase of Islamist discourse.
The author asserts that, in Khatami’s case, “both the
essentialized ‘West’ and ‘Islam’ are viewed critically” (p.
106).

Sover

The chapter on “Islamophobiain the Western Media’
[ch. 7] isthe most volatile piece in this collection. Western
phobia about Islam is cited as far back as Voltaire's igno-
rant rant in a play he wrote about Muhammad. Samuel
Huntington's identification of Islam as the new “other” in
his 1993 work, The Clash of Civilizations, is panned for its
over-reliance on works by Bernard Lewisthat employ sim-
plistic reductions of Islam and point to fanatic |slamists as
thereal Muslims (p. 175). The co-authors conclude that “it
isthe scholarship of oversimplificationthat informsthe West
about Islam” (p. 176). The authors point out that there are
no Jewish terrorists or Christian terrorists for the Western
media—"only Muslimsare ‘terrorists” (p. 178). They note
that “ armed Zionistsin the Hagannah, Irgun, and Stern Gang,
fighting often ferociously for the independent state of Is-
rael, werereferred to not as Jewish terrorists but as patriots,
nationalists, commandos, guerrillas, the Jewish underground,
and freedom fighters’ (p. 177). They further notethat Serbs
attacking Muslims in Bosnia were called “nationalists,”
never “Christian terrorists’ (p. 177).

The authors go on to present an instructive look at the
media’'s handling of the Rushdie controversy, concluding
that hiswork was culturally treasonous and well outside the
bounds of what the West permits to be published within its
own cultural territory (p. 194). The authors contrast the cod-
dling of Rushdie by the Western media to the treatment of
Irish singer Sinead O’ Connor when she tore up a photo-
graph of the pope on Saturday Night Live in 1992. “No
mention was ever made of O’ Connor’sright to free speech
while a mob cheered on a steamroller as it crushed hun-
dreds of O’ Connor CDs—a picture analogous to the burn-
ing of Rushdie'sbooks by ahandful of Muslimsin different
parts of the world” (p. 194). The authors are equally lively
in their exposé of Islamophobia in the medias role in the
Gulf War and in the War on Terror.

While there are nuggets of interest to be found in each
of the ten chapters, the most valuable presentations are
Saha's chapter on Hindu revivalists and Yvette Claire
Rosser’s chapter on Islamization of Pakistani ideology by
way of textbooks. These authors both offer thorough knowl-
edge about the leading figures, strategic shifts, and pivotal
developments in the recent history of the two leading fun-
damentalisms of South Asia, and they provide sound, inci-
sive critiques of these respective movements in India and
Pakistan. The secular and pluralist traditions of Indiaafford
the reader some optimism, but the reader can only dread the
future of Pakistan asa “failed state.”
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Latin American colonia historiography has focused
largely on Mexico and Peru asindicative of Spanish Ameri-
can realities because of their economic, political, and social
influence. But the mainland experience wasvastly different
fromthat of the Caribbean, particularly Cuba, ahub of mari-
time traffic between Spain and America. In turn, the domi-
nance of davery and sugar in Cuba's historiography has
obscured other processes, patterns, and influences on the
island during its over four hundred-year colonial past. Not
until the nineteenth century did sugar plantations come to
dominate theisland's economy and leave their mark on the
landscape. The concurrent demand for slavesto work these
enterprises dramatically increased Cuba's African popula
tion to the point where they became the majority by the
middle of the century. Yet prior to the nineteenth century,
Cubawas avery different place. By exploring the military
reforms in eighteenth-century Cuba and the influx of
peninsulares (Spaniards born in the Iberian peninsula) dur-
ing the last third of the century, Sherry Johnson reveals di-
verse economic pursuits and a popul ation of predominantly
European descent largely dependent on Spanish military in-
vestment. She argues that Spanish immigration to Cuba be-
tween 1763 and 1800 not only greatly outnumbered Afri-
can immigration, but it was also the main engine driving
social change ontheisland. But her book The Social Trans-
formation of Eighteenth-Century Cuba does more than just
warn against the monocultural myopiaof sugar and slavery;
it also repositions Cubawithin the broader context of Latin
American colonial relations. She argues that Cuba, more
than Mexico or Peru, was Spain’'s darling in the late eigh-
teenth century, aprivileged position that sustained Cubans’
loyalty to Spain long after other colonies had declared their
independence.

After England invaded and occupied Havanafrom 1762
to 1763, Spain made a concerted effort to ensure it would
never losethiscritical port to another European nation again.
Tothisend, the crown sent Algjandro O’ Reilly to theidland
to ingtitute military reforms. The salaries, fueros (judicial
privileges), and increased prestige of serving in Cuba's
armed forces attracted peninsulares, Creoles (Spaniardsborn
in the colonies), and people of color to its ranks. Johnson
argues, “With perhaps the exception of slaves, aimost all

benefited from theincreased military presence’ (p. 16). The
dramatic influx of peninsulares who came to serve in the
military altered Cuba'ssocial life. Marriages between these
peninsulares and Creole daughters and the creolization of
the military facilitated close ties between Cuba and Spain;
unliketherest of Latin America, Cuban Creoles enjoyed an
elevated status in the eyes of the Crown. That one third of
all marriages between 1753 and 1800 in Havana were be-
tween peninsulares and Creoles reduced the Creole stigma
there. Cubawas one of the only areasin the Spanish empire
wherethose born in colonies benefited from privileges gen-
erally guarded closely by peninsulares. Even if they were
not explicitly recognized as egquals, many came to believe
they were. Since theisland’s Creoles perceived themselves
to be European and therefore blanco (white), they tended to
associ ate themsel ves more with Spain’sinhabitantsthan their
geographically closer mestizo, indigenous, and African coun-
terpartsin Spanish America. Even after anew governor, Luis
de las Casas (1790-96), disrupted the social pact between
theisland and Spain by favoring merchantsand sugar inter-
ests to the detriment of the military, families who had been
affected by militarization remained loyal to the Crown.
Because L as Casas' sgovernment was so ineffective and
unpopular and he aienated the military, by the end of his
term, Cubawas on the brink of rebellion. Unrest devel oped
among the lower classes because they lost the opportunity
to empower themselves through the military. At the same
time, defiance and resistance spread at many levels; often
captains who were caught between their charges and Las
Casas's tyranny sided with their constituents and circum-
vented government mandates. Some, such as Captain Anto-
nio José Morejon, became local heroes in the process. In
this way, Johnson’s revisionist history shows that many
Cubans resisted the expansion of the sugar economy be-
cause they associated it with Las Casas, not necessarily be-
cause of a conscious disdain for the international market
economy. And from apolitical standpoint, LasCasas'sreign
signaled the end of Cuba's preferential relationship with
Spain. Even though the efforts of Joagquin Beltran de Santa
Cruz and Francisco de Montalvo averted anarchy and re-
stored imperial order in the wake of Las Casas’ destructive
rule, Spain’sinvestment in the island had been reduced and
Cuban denizens' status had been diminished in the eyes of
the Crown. By the early nineteenth century, peninsulares
no longer held Cuban Creoles in greater esteem than their
counterparts in the rest of Spanish America. Concurrently,
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the economy was moving away fromitsintimate linkswith
Spain and becoming more dependent on the United States.
Nonetheless, the militarization of Cubaleft anindelible mark
on the families who were affected by it. Their loyalty to-
wards Spain and the honor of their ancestors who were
brought up in the Spanish military tradition continued well
into the nineteenth century.

Johnson adeptly argues that this legacy of loyalty
stunted independence movementsin Cuba. Yet the thorough-
nesswith which she pursuesthe devel opment of Cuban loy-
alty to Spain is not emulated in her study of Cubanidad
(Cubanness), an ideol ogy distinguished by the Creoleintel-
lectual Félix Varela and his disciples that was rooted in
Cuban pride and anti-Spanish sentiments. She does not ex-
plain how Cuba's heritage of loyalty to Spain was converted
into its own sense of identity. To be fair, an examination of
thisideology may be beyond the scope of The Social Trans-
formation of Eighteenth-Century Cuba, but when Johnson
broaches the topic, the reader hopesfor afuller explanation
especially since Cubanidad was a critical component in
Cuba's independence movements that erupted in 1868 and
again in 1895. And Johnson’s assertion that “ This research
has sought to give voice to el pueblo and demonstrate that
theideol ogy of Cubanidad (Cubanness) took itsrootsin eigh-
teenth-century demographic and social forces’ (p. 190)
seems to miss the mark, if not contradict her findings. Her
empirical data and analysis convincingly establish a cause
and effect relationship between eighteenth-century demo-
graphic and social forces and Cuban loyalty to Spain, but
not between these forces and Cubanidad. Most Cuban Cre-
olesdid not devel op asense of Cubanidad in the eighteenth
century even after they lost their elevated status in the em-
pire. Yet this shortcoming does not undermine her central
argument that military reforms brought about social change
ontheisland well before the onslaught of sugar and slavery.

Although Johnson intentionally focuses her study on
the white population and on the social implications of the
military reforms, she provides enough evidenceto convince
the reader that after 1763 much of Cuba's economic growth
came from Spain’s investment in construction and defense
on the idand. But other resources and endeavors contrib-
uted to the diversity of the economy—cattle, hardwoods,
coffee, tobacco, apiculture, wax production, small-scale ag-
riculture. When such economic reformers as Francisco de
Arangoy Parrefio and L as Casas sought to convert Cubato
asugar colony, they met fierce resistance not just from to-
bacco farmers (who enjoyed the Crown'’s favor), but also
from large segments of the population who defended the
merits of economic diversity and resisted monoculture.
Leaders who eventually succeeded in shifting Cuba's
economy to one dominated by sugar and slavery, did so
against the wishes of most Cubans.

Apart from its economic ramifications, Cuba's milita-
rization also had implications for ethnic relationson the is-
land. Blacks who signed on to the military fared better in
Cubathan anywhere else in Spain’'s overseas empire. That
two-thirds of Cuba’s free black population joined the mili-
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tary is atestament both to the privileges and increased ca-
pacity to own property that military employment promised.
In some exceptional cases, aves earned their freedom and
then purchased others to work for them. One former slave
who was a veteran enjoyed full military privileges and ac-
cumulated enough wealth to own two slaves. Johnson builds
a strong case to support her argument that in addition to
ethnicity, class, and status (freed or enslaved), whether or
not onewas connected to the military also determined one’s
social position. However, her assertion that the military
bridged the racial divide in the colony is less convincing,
especialy since the militias were segregated, and limpieza
de sangre (purity of blood) remained acrucial aspect in es-
tablishing peninsular and Creoleidentity and thustheir privi-
leged status. Onefather opposed hisdaughter’s*“vile’ fiancé
in part because the suitor’s family “was mixed with Indian
blood” (p. 108). Elite perceptions of black and mulatto
women astemptresses al so point to ethnic animosity. Infact,
these women were deemed such a threat that a law was
passed to forcethemto cover their chestsin public. Although
that legislation had as much to do with gender relations as
ethnicrelations, it beliesracia tolerance. On the other hand,
in addition to contributing to peninsular acceptance of and
attraction to Creole women, the disproportionate male to
female white population on the island facilitated liaisons
between blancos and women of color—both free and en-
daved. (Conveniently, according to the datain appendix A,
free colored and free black women in Havana outnumbered
their male counterparts.) Naturally, the offspring of these
associations increased the population of color, yet Johnson
failsto explore the impact these mulattos had on Cuban so-
ciety or how these relations may have contributed to reduc-
ing racial divisions. Her emphasis is on the white popula
tion and since people of color comprised less than fifteen
percent of the free population, the growing number of
peninsulares and their alliances with Creoleswere the most
significant determinant of socia change on the island. Per-
haps for this reason, black voices are rarely heard in her
monograph.

In general, considering their infrequency in her sources,
Johnson's treatment of women is laudatory. Since the mili-
tary had been socially constructed asaman’sdomain, by its
very nature, militarization subordinated women, but at times
it also enabled them to improvetheir lot. One group of wid-
ows' successful fight for their pensions eventually contrib-
uted to the economic well being of all military widows, or-
phans, and mothers. Many of these same women later suc-
cessfully deflected Las Casas' efforts to repeal their ben-
efits. When emergencies demanded the men’s attention,
women acted as* deputy husbands” assuming control of the
family’sinternal affairs, including financial matters. Yet even
though a woman could arrange her son’'s education,
daughter’smarriage and dowry, and the sale of family prop-
erty, the effect of women’sempowerment reinforced, rather
than disrupted patriarchal relations. Men recognized them
as being equal to these tasks, but Johnson is careful not to
overstate women's status or power. However, at times, she
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seemsto underestimate their nous. Johnson’s description of
afew Havana women’s activities demonstrating “financial
acumen unique for their time” (p. 119) belies her own find-
ings (particularly the example of the proprietress of aboard-
inghouse and slaves in chapter two), which indicate that
women with financial acumen were anything but unique.
Neverthel ess, Johnson’s effortsto mine archival sourcesfor
evidence of women'srealities provide a small window into
their complex mix of empowerment and aienation in late
eighteenth-century Cuba.

The transparent manner in which Johnson weaves her
methodology and primary source material into the narra-
tiveisrefreshing because it affords the reader a better posi-
tion from which to critique her work, understand how she
cameto draw her conclusionsand develop her analysis, and
engage in the historian’s craft. In the process she evinces
the merits of microhistory as away of both informing and
correcting macro data. But at times extensive details bog
down her narrative. Some parts are so packed with vi-
gnettes—the beginning of chapter five, for example, reads
like awho's who in the José de Galvez family and entou-
rage—that the reader loses the larger argument. Because
the plethora of information about myriad characters can be
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dizzying, at times what emerges reads like a history of the
great white men of late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-
century Cuba—Bartoloméde Morales, Algjandro O’ Reilly,
LasCasas, Arangoy Parrefio, Joaguin Beltran de SantaCruz,
Francisco de Montalvo, Varela—despite efforts to weave a
story of lesser known actors. The effect contradictsthetrue
value of this work. Nevertheless, by employing the meth-
odology of microhistory, Johnson reconstructs the diverse
and complex lives of everyday colonial Cubans and in re-
dressing the dominance of €elite perspectives she also en-
riches our understanding of Cuba’s colonial past by releas-
ing it from the grasp of sugar and slavery. In so doing, she
establishes an agendathat encourages scholarsand students
to eschew atendency to privilege macro dataand hegemonic
forces, infavor of an approach that al so examines grassroots
perspectives and experiences. At the sametime, sheiscare-
ful to show how eventsin Spain and Spain’sfailed military
pursuitsinAlgeria, for example, affected Cuba, so asnot to
present local conditions and realitiesin avacuum. Johnson's
fine book demonstrates how exploring the diaectic rela
tionship between structure and experience can yield acute
understandings of the past in Cuba, Latin America, and the
developing world.
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