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Happenings



We continually strive to expand the boundaries of our students’ experiences. In this 
issue of Happenings we highlight our increasing involvement by students and faculty 
in learning more about people from all cultures. The story of the effort in the college 
begins at home with Cultural Walks in all parts of the city, continues with “walks” 
in Macy, Nebraska, and Washington, D. C., and reaches as far as Norway and the 
University of Agder.

University of Nebraska President James B. Milliken in the Spring Issue of the 
University of Nebraska Foundation magazine, Pride of Place, identified the importance 
of having a broad emphasis on learning about all cultures in our world.  He wrote:  An 
educated citizenry is the lifeblood of a democracy, and as in no time in the past, that 
education requires a knowledge of and understanding of people around the world. The 
Summer 2010 issue of the UNO Magazine published by the Alumni Association also 
emphasized the University’s global impact.

In this issue of Happenings you will learn more about local and global efforts to learn 
more about cultures that are planned by the college, as well as initiatives developed by 
students and alumni themselves. Jennifer Bird has carved experiences in Japan and 
Italy; and Julie Groteluschen is returning to work with the education of children in 
Africa.

You will also learn about two of our student athletes who excel in the classroom as well 
as on the mat and track, efforts by faculty and students to support reading instruction 
among various groups within our city, and a creative student-developed activity that 
enabled students in Southeast Omaha to learn more about the art of photography as 
well as their heritage.

We also recognize alumni who have contributed to their communities throughout their 
professional years. We continue to celebrate our commitment to culturally responsive 
practice as we learn about contributions our alumni are making in schools and 
communities in our city, our state, our nation, and the world. We are excited to think 
about the Positive Change in 21st Century Communities that our current students will 
make in the future and we are focusing on how we can better prepare them for the 
challenges to do so.

We believe experiences that stretch from our city to other nations will prepare our 
students to be Culturally Responsive Educators who recognize the full potential of each 
student/client and provide the support and challenges necessary for them to achieve 
that potential. 

We hope you enjoy reading about what is happening!

Sincerely,

Nancy Edick
Dean, College of Education
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International
Culture Walk
Four thousand, three hundred, nineteen 
air miles is a long way to travel. A seven 
hour time differential adds another 
impact for persons traveling to Norway 
from Omaha. But, those who have 
made the journey soon forget about 
the loss of sleep as they experience the 
beauty of the land and the people.

Dean Nancy Edick and Dr. Sarah 
Edwards went to Norway in the 
Summer of 2009 where they visited the 
University of Agder in Kristiansand. The 
University of Agder and the University 
of Nebraska at Omaha have begun 
a collaborative relationship. Earlier 
this year, faculty and students from 
the University of Agder visited UNO, 
the College of Education, and schools 
in the Metropolitan Omaha area.

In May, Ms. Char Riewer and a group 
of six others, including four teacher 
candidates, visited The University of 
Agder, Norway. A highlight of their 
visit to Norway was the opportunity to 
participate and observe Constitution 
Day.  The travelers describe it as similar 
to our Fourth of July. Norwegians dress 
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DEDICATED practitioners

The College has focused on increasing 
student knowledge of various cultures 
and people for many years. But, we 
want to share new initiatives that build 
upon our traditions. These initiatives 
start at home, expand to other cities 
and towns in our nation, and also 
have a global reach to other countries.  
Our overreaching goal is to develop 
culturally responsive educators.  

We wish to take you on a journey 
of what is happening to extend our 
student and faculty knowledge of 
peoples of diverse cultures, and 
perhaps most importantly, our 
efforts to become and train educators 
who are culturally responsive.  

Let us begin our journey at home.  
Diversity exists throughout our state 
and country, but many people know 
little about how people live in other 
parts of their own community.

Providing Leadership for Positive 
Change in 21st Century Communities... 
Culturally Responsive Educators

see	CULTURE	WALK	on	page	6

Dr. Sarah Edwards  expresses it 
well. She says, “We need to get out 
of our culture zone so we both learn 
about others, as well as learn about 
ourselves.” Edwards has been the 
point guard and participant in a series 
of Culture Walks that have included 
experiences in North Omaha, South 
Omaha, and West Omaha; experiences 
in Macy, Nebraska, with the Omaha 
Nation, and experiences in a National 
Culture Walk in Washington, D. C.   

Local Culture Walk
Omaha is a city of contradictions. Ask 
nearly any citizen in Omaha about the 
separate sections of the city and you’ll 
hear the common phrases of “North 
O,” “South O,” and West “O,” as well as 
an imaginary boundary of 72nd Street.  
Each of these large areas holds distinct 
cultural groups as well as unique public 
schooling issues. Twenty-five people, 
both students and faculty, “traveled” 

through these areas of Omaha, learning 
about the statistics of each community, 
talking with community experts and 
meeting culturally responsive teachers.  
One culture walk took them to the 
African American Bookstore in North 
Omaha to learn more about the North 
Omaha community and to visit with 
leaders and residents. The participants 
met with members of the community 
and repeatedly heard them say, “If you 
want to know what we would like for 
our child, just ask us.” The bookstore 
was a pivotal point for seeking further 
knowledge about the community.  
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The South Omaha Boys’ and Girls’ 
Club provided a location from which 
participants learned more about 
the South Omaha Community from 
residents and community leaders.  
And, in West Omaha the participants 
included a visit to the Hindu Temple 
near 132nd and Center Streets.

Regional 
Culture Walk
If you drive eighty miles north of 
Omaha you will reach the reservation 
of the Omaha Nation. Faculty members 
and teacher candidates have been 
making this journey to learn more 
about the people who live, work, 
and go to school in Macy, Nebraska. 
Working with Vida Stabler, the 
Omaha Nation Language and Culture 
Coordinator, they visited and engaged 
with teachers, faculty, and the Omaha 
Nation community by being involved 
in a writing project with third grade 
teachers in the Omaha Nation Schools.    

Faculty and students believe they 
learned more as they worked with the 
students in the writing project than 
the students they were helping.

National 
Culture Walk
Dr. Carol Rozansky, Dr. James Dick, 
and a group of nine teacher candidates 
journeyed to Washington, D. C. for their 
culture walk which included visits to 
the Holocaust Museum, the Air and 
Space Museum, the National Archives, 
the Capitol Building, and schools. They 
visited with Jay Mathews, a Washington 
Post writer, and participated in a 
workshop at the National Archives 
led by David Rosenbaum.

Theresa Ryck, an Early Childhood 
Education candidate, said, “The 
experience was an exciting educational 
adventure. I was really impressed with 
the tidbits of knowledge I gained to 
incorporate into my future teaching 
while having fun exploring our Nation’s 
Capital.” Matt Nelson, another teacher 
candidate, wrote, “The DC Culture 
Walk was a great experience that 
exposed me, not only to our nation’s 
capitol, but also to several resources 
that will certainly make my content 
‘come alive’ to my future students!”

Culturally Responsive 
Educators recognize the 
full potential of each student and 
provide the support and challenges 
necessary for them to achieve that 
potential. The culturally responsive 
educator will include families and 
the community to connect learning 
to a bigger picture, use resources 
of families and the community, will 
support students as active citizens, 
and will consider how information is 
always changing.
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DEDICATED practitioners

“It was a wonderful experience,” Julie Groteluschen kept saying.  
Julie, a recent College of Education graduate, was referring to 
the semester she spent in Africa working as a teacher’s assistant 
in a school for the severely disabled children of Kenya.

The school where Julie lived and worked, Joytown, is one of 
two schools run by the Kenyan government for children with 
physical disabilities. Students come from all over Kenya to live 
and learn at Joytown.  Many children spend their days confined 
to a wheel chair or use other assistive devices.  Some children 
can’t write or speak. Julie soon learned that it was common for 
parents to feel angry or ashamed of their child’s disabilities, 
and realized that one of her goals while there would be to work 
on building students’ feelings about themselves and their ability 
to learn.

The children at the level Julie worked were from age nine to age 
thirteen, and she primarily worked with them on their English 
speaking and writing skills. The native language is Swahili, but 
there are approximately 40 tribes that speak their own tribal 
language. It is also common for Kenyans to speak English.

A small room near the dining hall was furnished with a bed 
and desk, and this became Julie’s home while at Joytown.  

Back	from	Africa
She ate with the students in the dining hall. She found it was 
a comfortable place to live, especially because of the close 
relationships that were established with the teachers and 
students at the school.  

There were no clocks in the school, and it was uncommon 
for students or adults to wear watches. So, one of her efforts 
included how to tell time. Texts for teaching English were 
provided, and she frequently used singing as part of her 
instruction.

Returning from Africa about a year ago, Julie student taught 
fifth grade students in a standard classroom at Belle Ryan 
Elementary School, and during the second semester taught in a 
special education classroom at  Miller Park Elementary School.

Julie always knew she would return to Africa. But, it has 
now become sooner than later. She will return to Kenya in 
August, about six hours from where she was before, and start 
her new round of work by taking a week-long course learning 
the curriculum used in Kenya. Julie will be in Africa for a 
minimum of one year. She is eager to provide resources to 
teachers, especially in the area of special education.

Julie	Grotelschen	with	a	few	of	the	students	from	Joytown.

UNO Delgation
in Norway

from	CULTURE	WALK,	page	5

in traditional wear that represents 
where they live in Norway. Those from 
UNO attended a parade that lasted over 
two hours and they enjoyed the spirit 
as parties carried on into the night.

Kindergarten activities that focused 
on independent learning and play 
were of special interest, as was the 
discussion about moving more into 
testing practices similar to models 
recently developed in the United States.  
The wealth of the country, buoyed by 
the production of oil, was apparent 
as citizens enjoyed a reasonably high 
standard of living with dependable 
and widely available health care and 
advanced education available to all.

UNO participants had the opportunity 
to visit the Bragdoya Coastal Heritace 
Centre based on an island near 
Kristiansand. The island is home 
to an outdoor kindergarten where 
children attend five days a week by 
boat. There is no indoors. Whether 
it is raining, sunshine or snow the 

children play outside all day long 
climbing rocks, exploring, building 
ships and forts as they learn.

Students and faculty members from 
Norway have and will continue to 
participate in visits to the UNO campus 
and schools in the Omaha community 
as they expand their knowledge of 
our culture and schools. In addition, 
Stefani Hillen, a University of Agder 
Faculty member is leading the 
development of a collaborative research 
agenda that will provide unique 
opportunities for students and faculty.

The journeys for our students 
and faculty will continue. As 
communication shrinks the globe 
we will all experience differences 
within our own city, our region, our 
country, and in the world. Our teacher 
candidates will become successful 
educators as they grow academically 
and culturally in their understanding 
of the students they will teach. 

An	exerpt	from	Julie’s	blog	while	in	Africa:

I use a lot of games and exercises with 
the beginning group, which they enjoy. This 
also helps because of the communication 
barrier, as I also need a translator to help 
me communicate, but he’s not always able 
to make it. We have covered the alphabet, 
numbers 1-20 and counting by tens to 100, 
days of the week, and months of the 
year. I want to also cover the parts of 
the body and colors before it is my time 
to go. I have realized the importance of 
informal assessment, or using activities to 
help me see how much they are learning.
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DEDICATED practitioners

Jennifer Bird loves to travel!  But, as she 
says, “I’m not a fan of touristy things.”  
She is, instead, a seeker of authentic 
experiences that have given her the 
opportunity to relate and learn about 
people from around the globe.

Jennifer Bird (MS, 2008) began her 
globe trotting experiences in education 
in Japan where she co-taught lessons 
with Japanese English teachers. She 
went to each class in the junior high 
school approximately once a week and 
taught reading, writing, listening, 
speaking and some information about 
the United States.

Ms. Bird also studied and practiced the 
Japanese language. The practice helped 
her communicate, but it also helped her 
understand the difficulty her students 
faced in learning another language.

Jennifer is a former CADRE teacher and 
will again be in a classroom in Omaha 
where she plans to begin teaching at 
Nathan Hale Middle School this fall.  
But, before she began her work in a 
classroom, she planned yet another 
learning adventure. She volunteered to 
work on an organic farm in Italy.

Teacher	Preparation	Circles	the	Globe
Her volunteer work on the organic farm 
was through an organization called 
WWOOF (Worldwide Opportunities on 
Organic Farms). The program allows 
people to volunteer their service on 
farms in exchange for meals and a place 
to stay. She worked on two farms while 
in Italy this summer.

The first location was an hour away 
from Naples. Her main job was to pull 
weeds in the vineyards. She also planted 
chestnut trees. The second farm was 
more of a large garden than a farm near 
a town named Spello between Rome and 
Florence. In a small space the farmer 
grew apricots, lemons, strawberries, 
cherries, fava beans, lettuce, tomatoes, 
potatoes, basil, onions, raspberries, 
and much more.  Jennifer dug holes, 
weeded, planted, transplanted, and 
composted. She was also fascinated 
with how the farmers made their own 
food from the crops that were grown.

Jennifer reports, “I was really inspired 
by (the) philosophy of people in a 
community supporting each other and 
working toward a common goal.” She 
plans to create a community garden at 

Nathan Hale in collaboration with a few 
other Omaha Public Schools and City 
Sprouts.

Ms. Bird’s experiences in Japan, 
Italy, and an earlier experience in 
Hawaii have, she says, “ ...made me 
more tolerant, patient, open-minded, 
adaptable, and f lexible; all qualities 
that are important characteristics for a 
teacher to embody.”

She identifies the following inf luences 
on her teaching:

1.  Smile, smile, smile. A person’s 
smile communicates so much!

2.   You are always teaching 
something. Students are always 
learning something: perseverance, 
tolerance, f lexibility, work ethic, 
kindness, fairness and many other 
attributes.

3.  If an activity doesn’t work, it 
probably wasn’t well planned or 
well communicated to the students.

4.  Patience, patience, patience.

Jennifer Bird with two students in Japan.

Students in Japanese schools served by Jennifer.

The	Italian	countryside	where	
Jennifer	worked.
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For the past three years Dr. James Akers and Dr. Deborah Irvin have shared a 
Special Education and Communication Disorders faculty position with Deborah 
serving first semester, and James the second semester. They were phasing into 
retirement. Between the two they have 63 years of total service to the College of 
Education. They are retiring at the end of this year.

Dr.	James	Akers	joined the faculty on September 1, 1969. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Oklahoma Christian College in 1964, and his 
Doctor of Education Degree from Oklahoma State University in 1969. He also 
holds degrees from Northwestern Christian College and Central State University.  

Dr. Akers’ doctoral work focused on the teaching of reading and his college 
career began as a teacher of the teaching of reading and as supervisor of the 
Reading Clinic. Akers was a pioneer in the use of technology to assist in teaching 
reading.

Dr.	Deborah Irvin	began her college employment in 1988. She participated in 
the Minority Faculty Development Program, earned her doctorate, and became a 
full-time faculty member in August of 1995.

Irvin earned her Bachelors Degree from Temple University, her Masters 
Degree from UNO, and her Doctor of Philosophy Degree from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. 

Dr. Irvin’s  exemplary teaching performance was recognized in 1997 when she 
received the College of Education’s Alumni Outstanding Teaching Award. Her 
teaching areas focused on the areas of Learning Disabilities and Behavioral 
Disorders.

Shared	Position	Adds	Up	to	
63	Years	of	Total	Service

DEDICATED practitioners

Dr. Carol Mitchell, Professor in the Teacher Education Department, received the 2010 
Alumni Outstanding Teaching Award for the College of Education. Mitchell teaches 
courses in the teaching of science, aerospace education and contemporary issues in 
urban education.

Dr. Mitchell joined the college faculty in the Fall of 1993 following a successful career 
as a science supervisor and chemistry teacher in the Omaha Public Schools. She has 
maintained a close contact with the improvement of instruction in K-12 schools, 
and directed the five year National Science Foundation, Banneker Partnership and 
the following five year sequel to Banneker called the Community of Excellence in 
Mathematics and Science.

Dr. Mitchell is especially known for her tireless work ethic. She has been a prolific 
grant writer. One nominator wrote:  “Dr. Carol Mitchell is a dynamic and powerful 
communicator who possesses the gift of being able to make complex subject matter 
meaningful and easy to understand.”

Mitchell	Chosen	for	the	
Alumni	Outstanding	
Teaching	Award	2010

REFLECTIVE scholars
Dissertation	
Research	
Identifies	
Differences
Two recent doctoral dissertations 
identified conditions in an urban setting 
and in a rural setting. Dr.	Carolyn	
Grice’s (Ed.D. 2010) dissertation was 
entitled: The Effect of Decreasing 
Enrollment Patterns in a Title I School 
Surrounded by Economic Decline on 
5th-Grade Students’ Achievement, 
Behavior, Parent Involvement, 
and Teacher Mobility Rates. The 
overall results indicated that 5th 
grade students in a neighborhood of 
economic improvement had statistically 
significant higher (a) Reading Total, 
(b) Math Total, and (c) Language Total 
mean achievement scores compared to 
5th grade student in a neighborhood of 
economic decline.

Dr.	Mary	R.	Smith’s (Ed.D. 2010) 
dissertation was entitled: Teachers 
Attitudes Towards English 
Language Learners in Rural Schools 
Implementing Sheltered English 
and English as a Second Language 
Compared to Teachers’ Attitudes in 
Schools with no Clearly Defined Model 
of Language Services. The study 
results indicated secondary teachers 
with no clearly defined model of 
language services reported resistance 
to providing service to language diverse 
students appropriate to second language 
acquisition.
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REFLECTIVE scholars

Honors Week provides an opportunity for the recognition of outstanding students 
in the college and university. Undergraduate and graduate students showcase their 
research and creative activity with oral presentations, performances, exhibits 
and posters.  

Biomechanics graduate students received first and second place in the poster 
competition. Jessie Huisinga’s first place poster was entilted: Linear and Nonlinear 
Assessment of Postural Control in Multiple Sclerosis Patients; and Anastasia 
Kyvelidou’s second place poster was entitled: Infant Sitting Posture Under Distorted 
Visual and Proprioceptive Information.

College of Education students recognized on April 8, 2010, as the Outstanding 
Undergraduate Majors were:

Honors	Week	Recognizes	
Outstanding	Students

Molly	Belling	|	Omaha,	NE
Elementary-Early Childhood Education

Kayla	Childress	|	Omaha,	NE
Elementary Education-Library Media

Gwendolyn	Galloway	|	Omaha,	NE
Mild/Moderate Disabilities

Richard	Haith	|	Blair,	NE
Therapeutic Recreation

Ashley	Hamernik	|	Omaha,	NE
Secondary Education, Library Media

Jocelyn	Hegge	|	Omaha,	NE
Physical Education Teacher Preparation

Jennifer	Kaminski	|	Omaha,	NE
Deaf Education

Keri	Koraleski	|	Omaha,	NE
Community Health Education

Tamara	LaFond
Elementary-Interdisciplinary

Sarah	Loecker	|	Omaha,	NE
School Health Education

Heather	Minssen	|	Neola,	IA
Secondary Education

Kelsey	Reilly	|	Omaha,	NE
Athletic Training

Shannon	Roth	|	Omaha,	NE
Exercise Science

Ashley Hamernik was chosen as the Dean’s Award winner. Dean Nancy Edick 
wrote, “Ashley engages in service to her chosen profession in a variety of ways. 
She participates vigorously in service learning activities and takes advantage of 
professional development opportunities whenever possible. She is an active student 
member in local library associations; and as an example of these activities, she 
will provide technical support this summer at the 2010 Heartland School Library 
Conference.”

Educators are appreciative of many honors bestowed upon them by various groups   
and organizations.  But, an honor given by a student group has a special meaning.
Dr.	Beth	Leader-Janssen (Special Education and Communication Disorders) learned 
in February she would receive the 2010 Susan Phillips Gorin Award at the annual 
conference of the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC).

The Gorin Award is the highest honor the student membership of CEC grants to a 
professional member of the organization. Leader-Janssen received the award during 
the organization’s award ceremony during the Opening General Session of the CEC 
Convention and Expo in Nashville, Tennessee, on April 21, 2010.

Leader-Janssen was nominated for the award by the UNO Student Council for 
Exceptional Children chapter. She said, “I am very honored and humbled to receive 
the Susan Phillips Gorin Award as a representative of the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha.”

Highest	Honor	Bestowed	Upon	
Leader-Janssen

Sara	Simmons,	Dr.	Leader-Janssen,	and	Julie	Groteluschen

“I am very 

honored and 

humbled to 

receive the 

Susan Phillips 

Gorin Award...”

Dr. Beth Leader-Janssen

Did You 
Know?

http://coe.unomaha.edu/couns

UNO offers a 

Master of Arts
and a 

Master of Science 
degree program in 

CounSeling
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RESPONSIBLE citizen

Dean	Nancy	Edick was presented 
the Outstanding Educational Leader 
Award by the UNO Phi Delta Kappa 
Chapter at a joint meeting with the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Chapter held at Mahoney State Park 
on March 30. The award is given 
annually to an administrator who 
demonstrates exceptional educational 
leadership. She was also inducted into 
the Benson High School Hall of Fame 
at the annual Hall of Fame dinner.

Dr.	Tami	Williams (Ed.D., 2009) 
Received the Linda Gehrig Educational 
Leadership Award from the 
Metropolitan Reading Council. The 
award recognizes an administrator 
who has demonstrated outstanding 
concern for the advancement 
and promotion of literacy.

David	Hemphill (M.S. 2004) was 
recognized by the UNO Phi Delta Kappa 
Chapter with the presentation of a 
Service Key at the March 30 meeting 
held with the University of Nebraska 
Lincoln Chapter at Mahoney State 
Park.  Hemphill has also been named 
as the Area B Director for Phi Delta 
Kappa. His responsibilities in this 
position will include the contact and 
coordination of association business 
among all chapters in Area B.

CADRE Associate David	Porter 
received the Gregg Young Extra Mile 
Award announced by Channel 6 for 
his work in raising money to build 
a Bennington family a new house. 
A member of the family attends 
Bennington Elementary School and is 

Did	You	Know
physically disabled. The new home will 
be adapted for the student’s disability.

The	Student	Council	for	Exceptional	
Children	(SCEC) received the UNO 
Outstanding Student Organization 
Award at the annual leadership 
reception held on April 1, 2010. 
Dr.	Beth	Leader-Janssen (Special 
Education and Communication 
Disorders) is the group sponsor.

Dr.	Paul	Clark (Assessment 
Coordinator) was named the UNO 
Employee of the Month in January.

Neil	Huben (Biomechanics Student) 
received the 2009 Golden Key Research 
Grant valued at $1,000.00. The grant 
will provide Huben with funding 
for travel to national conferences to 
present the results of his honors thesis 
study, The Effect of Masai Barefoot 
Technology (rocker bottom) shoes in 
gait-impaired pathological populations.

The	Association	for	Supervision	
and	Curriculum	Development	
(ASCD)	Student	Organization 
collected 4,387 books for students in 
local schools.  Their sponsor is Dr.	
Phyllis	Adcock (Teacher Education).

The	Moving	Company received the 
Omaha Entertainment Award for the 
Best Local Dance Production, “Spared 
from the Storm.” The presentation 
took place January 9, 2010, at the 
Holland Performing Arts Center. The 
Moving Company is led by Professor	
Josie	Metal-Corbin (HPER). The 
company also received recognition by 
a juried panel of the National Dance 
Association’s Second Annual Film 

Festival for a dance video, “New Year’s 
Eve.” The video was shown at the 2010 
AAPPERD Convention in Indianapolis.

Sara	Myers (Biomechanics Student) 
received the AAHPERD Ruth 
Abernathy Presidential Scholarship 
for 2010. The award is the highest 
given to a graduate student.

Jessie	Huisinga and Anastasia	
Kyvelidou (Biomechanics Students) 
received lst and 2nd place respectively 
for the Graduate Poster competition 
that was part of the University Honors 
Week.  Huisinga’s poster was titled, 
“Linear and Nonlinear Assessment of 
Postural Control in Multiple Sclerosis 
Patients.”  Kyvelidou’s poster was titled, 
“Infant Sitting Posture Under Distorted 
Visual and Proprioceptive Information.”

Carol	Tschampl-Diesing (MS 2002), 
Radio Broadcasting Teacher at KIOS 
that is part of the Omaha Public Callie	Kallsen and Liz	

Ingwersen (Students in 
Library Science) worked in the 
library of Girls, Inc. to weed 
old materials and reorganize 
the collection to better meet 
the educational needs of the 
young women who participate 
in the center’s activities.  
The service learning project 
involved faculty from both 
Criss Library and the College 
of Education. Dr.	Becky	
Pasco (Teacher Education) is 
one of the group sponsors.

Professor	David	Corbin and 
students from Western Hills 
Magnet Center participated in 
the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle dance 
on Earth Day at the Joslyn Art 
Gallery Sculpture Garden.

School’s Career Center, recently 
accompanied Station Manager Ken 
Dudzik on a trip to Washington, D. C., 
to accept a My Source Innovation in 
Education Award from the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting. The station 
will also receive $3,000 in grant money 
to further their education efforts.  

Ten of the fifteen recipients of the 
Alice Buffett Outstanding Teacher 
Award have degrees from the College 
of Education. Congratulations to: 
Cathy	Andrus,	Thelma	Bell,	Sally	
Rosanne	Carmichael,	William	
Cosgrove,	Kelene	Langenfeld,	
Marcella	Mahoney,	Chad	
McAndrews,	Luisa	Paloma,	Sara	
Point,	and	Kathleen	Prusha.

The Omaha World-Herald Sunday 
issue of April 25, 2010, featured a story 
about fourteen members of the first 
squad, first platoon of the Nebraska 
National Guard’s 1075th Transportation 
Company. These soldiers fended off an 
attack in the Iraq war on March 20, 
2005, without a single United States 
death. They decided on that day to get 
together every year to mark the day.

A recent college alumnus, Joshua Birkel, 
was one of the soldiers who attended 
the fifth such reunion last March. Birkel 
is also a recent alumnus of the college, 
having just student taught in the Fall of 
2009. But, Josh’s story continues. He 
has requested a transfer to a Nebraska 
Guard engineer company that is set 
to deploy this year to Afghanistan. He 
will miss the next reunion because 
he will be again serving in a war.

Soldier/Alum’s	
Story	Told
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Universities are often defined by their academic reputation and the achievement 
of their athletic teams. Excellence in both is challenging. It requires considerable 
dedication and commitment of time by the student athlete. We want to tell the story of 
two of these athletes who were enrolled in the College of Education.

Cody	Garcia	competed as a 133 pound wrestler on the 2010 UNO Division II NCAA 
National Championship Wrestling Team.  He finished his wrestling career at UNO with 
an overall record of 147 -18, and his senior year he was 48 -1 finishing second in the 
NCAA Division II Tournament. While at UNO Cody was a two time national champion 
at 125 pounds.

Cody was also successful in the classroom and was a four time Academic All-American 
during his college wrestling career. In high school at Hutchison, Kansas, he was a three 
time state champion in wrestling. He also competed in soccer, cross country, and tennis 
in high school.

Athletes	and	Scholars

Cody plans to be a teacher and coach after he finishes his college career. This 
summer he married CADRE teacher, Kim Sheff ler (BS, 2010). He states that his 
father was the most significant person in his success as a wrestler, a student, 
and a person. Mike Garcia, his father, was also his high school wrestling coach.

He attributes his success to setting goals, and having dedication and discipline.  
Cody set priorities and feels athletics kept him motivated to be the best he can 
be in all aspects of his life.  In wrestling, Cody emphasized, the athlete must also 
be focused on weight management as well as being dedicated to training and 
practice.

Although Cody has completed his athletic eligibility, he plans to continue to 
be involved with assisting the team as he works toward completing his degree.  
He will give his body time to heal before he decides on whether to engage in 
competitive wrestling at another level.

Molly	Belling	graduated with a degree in Early Childhood Elementary 
Education in May 2010. Molly was an outstanding track athlete in high school 
and carried her success and love for running with her to UNO where she won 
All-American Honors nine times.

Belling was not only successful athletically; she was also recognized for her 
achievements in the classroom with placement on the MIAA All-Academic Team 
and the NCAA All-Academic Team and on April 8 received the Undergraduate 
Major Award in Elementary-Early Childhood Education at the annual UNO 
Student Honors Day.

Her last year has been especially busy because she was student teaching at 
Rosehill Elementary School. Student teaching begins early in the day, and 
continues until later in the day. Then Belling would be practicing on the track at 
4:30, and would usually arrive home at 6:30 each evening. 

When asked how she kept motivated to maintain her busy schedule, she 
responded, “I enjoy doing it!” “I love to run, and I love working with early 
childhood age children.” “All of the faculty members were great and so 
supportive.”

Her schedule promises to continue to be busy as she enters her first year of 
teaching as a CADRE Teacher in the Omaha Public Schools. This means she will 
be enrolled in a concentrated program leading to a Masters Degree by the end of 
next summer. She isn’t sure if she will maintain her part-time job in a day care 
center.

Cody	Garcia,	two-time	National	Champion,	
four-time	Academic	All-American.

Molly	Belling,	nine-time	
Academic	All-American
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Erasmus Mundus
Would you feel honored if you were one of ten out of two hundred twenty applicants 
selected?  Most of us would. In the case of Jennifer Whisler (B.S., 2009) it not only 
means an honor, it means that she will be able to study in the prestigious International 
Masters in Digital Library Learning (DILL) program in Europe.

DILL is a two year program funded by the Erasmus Mundus program. Whisler will 
receive a scholarship that covers her tuition, accommodations, travel, and living 
expenses when she studies for her first semester at Oslo University College in Norway, 
followed by semesters at Tallinn University in Estonia and Parma University in Italy.  
Students’ thesis topics determine where they spend their final semester.

Jennifer received her degree in Library Science and was the first person in her family 
to attend college. She participated in the Goodrich Program.

Moving	Company,	Allwine	Prairie	Dedication
Moving Company dancers participated in a May 26 dedication of an 83 acre expansion of UNO’s Allwine Prairie Preserve. Shown 
above are Alyssa	Harrington, Claire	Guthrie, Rachel	Curry, and Jessica	Reed. Their work was choreographed by Professor Josie 
Metal-Corbin, and the photo was taken by Associate Dean David Conway.

A NICE Event
Read, share, learn, smile. Students 
in Dr. Susan McWilliams’ Early 
Childhood Learning Materials 
classes participated in an 
opportunity  to read to students, 
to learn, to share, and to smile. 

The Omaha Public Schools Native 
American Indian Education 
program’s Parent Council (NICE) 
meeting providing the candidates 
an opportunity to read The Reason 
for a Flower, by Ruth Heller, to 
the students and families. They 
then implemented science-related 
activities using materials they 
created to go along with the books.  

Take home activities were donated to 
the families, and, thanks to a donor, 
each child was able to take a book home. 
A second event focused on math and 
children’s literature. When you share 
and help others learn, you can’t help 
but smile.
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Through My Lens
Have you ever observed a child with a camera?  Their innate curiosity is apparent, and 
the creative photos that result are often remarkable. The public had an opportunity to 
see such photos at a recent gallery showing.

CADRE teacher, Elizabeth Renner, works with first graders at Bancroft Elementary 
School just east of Henry Doorly Zoo. Elizabeth developed a creative literacy and 
photography project for her students to support language development in the context of 
the neighborhood surrounding the school. The project encouraged students to carefully 
observe their world, using individual disposable cameras to tell their unique stories, 
with a combination of writing, picture making, and critical thinking.

Amber LaBudda (B.S. 2009), a freelance photographer and art teacher, helped Renner 
teach fundamental camera skills and engaged students in the photo editing process.  
The project culminated in a special exhibit entitled, “Through My Lens: A Child’s 
Perspective.”

The exhibit was held in gallery space donated by Bill Seidler of Bancroft Street Market 
at 2701b South 10th Street in Omaha. Photos and narrations ref lected the rich ethnic 
diversity of the students in the classroom.

The Twenty-second Annual Hollie 
Bethel Distinguished Alumni Luncheon 
honored ten people. Four alumni were 
honored for their achievements; and 
six persons were honored for their 
significant service to the college.  

Ms.	Elizabeth	Cernech (M.S. 1991) 
received the Distinguished Service 
Award given to alumni who have 
achieved a high degree of success 
and recognition for their work 
and are recognized regionally or 
nationally for their achievements. 

Dr.	Jason	Plourde (B.S. 1995; 
Ed.D. 2008) received the Promising 
Professional Award given to recent 
graduates who have demonstrated 
outstanding achievement and 
success in their profession 
within a short period of time. 

Ms.	Kelly	Karkosky (M.S. 2008) 
and Ms.	Carolyn	Paseneaux (M.S. 
1974) received the Lifetime Service 
Award given to alumni who over 
their lifetime have maintained a 
high standard of achievement in 
their profession. They are sought 
out and recognized by their peers.

A group of six individuals who have 
served over ten years as supervisors 

Recognizing	
Achievements

2010 Distinguished Alumni Carolyn Paseneaux, Shirley Key, Jan Urban, Robert Jorgenson, James
Porter,	Jr.	accepting	for	his	father	James	Porter,	Kelly	Karkosky,	Elizabeth	Cernech,	Sharon	Struve,	
Jason	Plourde,	and	Dean	Nancy	Edick.

Left	to	Right:	
Amber	LaBudda	and	Elizabeth	Renner	
with	the	exhibit.

We	are	looking	for	
distinguished	alumni!

If you wish to help identify an 
alumnus for one of the honors, 
your nomination is welcome.  
Nominations may be sent to: 

Dean’s Office
Kayser Hall 334
College of Education
University of Neb. at Omaha
6001 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE  68182-0161

Please provide a brief description 
of the person’s accomplishments, 
why you feel their achievements 
merit consideration, and 
contact information for 
yourself and the nominee.

ALUMNI

call for
NOMINATIONS

of student teachers were honored for 
their significant support to the college 
and our teacher candidates with whom 
they worked. These honorees included:  
Robert	Jorgensen (B.S. 1961; M.S. 
1968), Alice	Kosowsky (B.S. 1963; 
M.S. 1979), Shirley	Key (M.S. 1987), 
Sharon	Struve	(M.S. 1976), Jan	Urban 
(B.S. 1979; M.S. 1980; Ed.S. 1987), 
and James	Porter.  These individuals 
received the Friend of Education Award.  
The Friend of Education Award is given 
to persons who have demonstrated 
exceptional support for students, for 
education in general, or for the college.

The 2010 honorees join a select 
group of 133 alumni out of 17,000 
living alumni around the world. We 
are proud of their accomplishments 
and the accomplishments of our 
other graduates who have made 
significant achievements in their 
professional and personal careers.  

Alumni	Jim	Howard, Ann	
Rosenblatt, and Janet	
Howard were among the 
college alumni who attended 
a February alumni gathering 
in Scottsdale, AZ. An event is 
being planned again in 2011.
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Follow the College of Education on Facebook!
We	have	great	news	to	share	with	you!		Become	our	fan	on	Facebook	to	stay	connected	to	the	College!	

www.facebook.com/unocoe




